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PREFACE

This study, admittedly written fér an academic purpose,
has a grester msaning for the author, Having personally ex-
perienced almost a year under Germen detenfion as a prisdner
of war did not yield anything approrximating a brosd view of
what the German Nation had formulsted iIn the way of progranm
end polliey toward its priascners of wer., 7The fact of having
boen & prisoner is, in truth, helpful only in that 1t rendors
a perspettive which has proved useful in dealing with the
various oategories and phases of prisonership that are deslt
with. Research haa ylelded vhat experience has not.

Matveriel used was, with six notsble exceptions, avail-
able locally at the Dotroit Public and Wayne Univeraity (in-
cluding Medical and Law) Libraries, Personal thanks are due
the Wayne 1library personnel for ordofing material not in
thelr possession from Switzerland., Miss Gowans, the Docue
mentes 1librarien, rendered valusble assistance, Much material

wad taken Ifrom the Swiss publication, Eevue Internctlionale

de ls er&;-ﬁouga,l which wes avallable at the University of

liichigen Library in Ann Arbor. The corrsspondence between
the aAmericen Legation at Bern and the State Department re-
garding FOVis was available in paraphrazed form gt the Pris-
onar of war Information Bureau, Provost Marshalb 0ffi1cs, in

Washington, Lt. Col., E.M, Harris of the Army's Historicael

l. Wwritten in French, all translations are my own.
Quotation marks indicate as 1literal a translation as could
bé managed,
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Division sent mimeographed reproductions of Aymy proess re-

lea203 concerning prisonsrs of war., Ths Yan'anms Erieslias

and A, Vulllet's YKCA Heport wers sent by the lationel Offlceo
of the YUCA. Barbed ¥ires Intsrluds waa published in 1945 by

an ex-Xriegle with business inelinations. It voo sent to

fellow ox-prisoners of Luft IV, The Prisoners of Ysx Bulletin

was nade avallable at the Detroit Office of the American Hod
Cross, Finally, for unpublished naterial, I em indedted to
Dr. Loslie Caplan {(now in Kinneapolis, Minnesota) ena Captain
m. F. %lgger, USAsP, (of the Wayne University R.0.T.C.)
both of vwhom wers prisoners in Gormany.

Ensouragemsnt end gesistance was rendersd by Dr. Paul
Butterfield of the history department whose enthusiasm over
choice of subject and whose guidano§ over and around obstacles

enabled me to ocurry the undertuking to completion. Last, but

not least, I am grateful to Ry wife, Jane, whoss putience,

Buggestions, and assistance are intimately connacted with

&Ny value the study may yield,

Dotroit. Eilchigan

A8 a postscript, I must agknowledge my own prejudioea.
I sxtraot no enJoyment from hunger, siockness, foar, threnta,

death, op war,
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CHAPTER X
INTRODUCTION
A+ Field of Thouéht
How American prisoners of war in (ermany were treated,

particularly in regard to the Genoﬁa Convention rolating ¢o
their traatment.l 15 one phase of World ¥ar II that hes as
yot not been handled in any acholarly fashion., It is a
phenomenon to be expeoted, perhaps, for the subject lends

1tself much mors readlly to a narrative, "literary” style

than 1t does to a reportorial survey with 1ts share of causal

relationships that more closely approximates history. It 1=
the Antention of this work to describe rather thon generats
any srguments,
uhat the field of desoription hes besn 1limited to theo

area of jmerican prisoneras of war? 1s not 20 much a manifes-
tation of "nationnliam™ as 4t 1s of expediency. There is no
Justification for distingulshing what happened to American
FOits, apart fron Allied prisoners, except that the scope of
this study would have increased fivefold had that limitation
not been desided upon. It is to bo understood, therefore,
that there is no iIntention of being evasive in not corparing
the heincusness or severlty of treatzent accorded prisonors

of other nationalities hold by Germeny. &8 American FU%a

W e e

——————r

-1, Prisonsr of #ar Convention, ‘iresty 3erles Xo. P40
{vashinagton: Gru, 1055).

£, horeinaftor variously referred to as i(is, Fus,
prisoners and Krieslies {a dluinution of Erlegsgefengenen).
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" saw it. and there can be little argument on the ﬁoint, the
~ Rusaians received by far the wofst treatment of all prisoners
held by Germany. The Germans expleined that Russia was not
a party to the Geneva Convention and thersfors could not ex-
" pect the protsction sfforded by it. We, however, shall be
looking at U.S. nationals against vhom no such exscaption
sould be leveled. ‘
| B. S8pecific Problem

The problem, thuﬁ, 18 to investigate hovw Germﬁny lived
‘up to a set of rules to which she opsnly amcceded upon the
'aignaturé of Edmund Rhomberg, for the Presldent of the ferman
Reich, These rulss avre embodisd in one of two parte of that
treaty generally known es the Gehef& Convehtion. On July 27,
1929 signetures were affixed to two sonventions, The first
was concernad with treatment of sick and wounded in the
fisld; the second, reslasting to prisoners of war, i1z more
properly and specifically referred to as the Prisoner of War
Code,® This code, which for our purposes will be referred to
as the Geneva Convention, expanded the 1807 Hague Regulatlons
regarding prisoners of war into 97 speoific articles, It
tended to emphesize right of PWs rather than their dutles.

Divided into eight general sections, it covers such phases

A—

3. The Internationsl Commlttee of the Red Cross
(herelnafter referred to as the ICRC) prefers this appella-
tion to distinguish 1t from the Convention Relative to fhe
Amelioration of the Sick & Wounded in the Field. cf. foot-
note 1 in Hevuo lunternationale De La Croix-Rouge, XXIV, No.
284 {Aug., 194%Z), b80. Hereinafter referred to as Rev. Int.
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ghose primery purposs was to e3tabliish hospital localltles
and safaty zonea.b LiYtawina sschazed by powerful states,
1t too missed decoming a part of intarnational law,.

annexed Yo ths Convantion of 1929 was a "Model Agree-
gent" concerning repatriation and hoscltalization in neutral
countries £or reasons of heslth., It had not beon ratified
slong with the % Code, fihe Gorman Covernment, taking the
tnitiative, communicated their deslre to reech sn auresment
on the mattsr to the Swiass Legetlion in %aahington, Ghers
followed an sachenge of notes dated March 4 end ¥srch 30,
1042 Datwsen the 3ecretary of 3tate snd the Swiss minlater
in Washington {(representing Cerman lntersats) vhich vas
tantamount to en egresament, The Nodel Azreement thus begems
pert of internstionsl 1aw.6

International legislation never has the flavor of im-
medlecy that locsl regulations bsve. Thus, PW Custodiagns in
the United itatss recélved from the Wer Departrent in 1943
s sixty-five pags publication, ¥ Circulsp No. 1, cleuriy
dslinagting thre rules to bs folloved In ths trestment of
thslyr sublects, Such nublicotions were cataloged In Swias

bibliograghical 2ots.” Nothing eorresponding to such a

rov—

6. Ibig,

8. S. 8t z ) Zreo-
meant 3er12: gé%, Ststutes st larze 1507, Fxecutlive Agree

7 Lkov, Iﬁt., XXVl |NNo. 497 (Jnn."i‘i) 163-65.

———
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as (1) qualifications, who is "eligible”, (2) capture condi-
tions, {(3) conditions of captivity including relations with
the outside world, reception of mall and parcels; relstlons
pith the authorities, both the Dstalning Fover end the rop-
resentative of the state of origin which ia the Protecting
- power, (4) terminations of captivity by repatriation or the
culmination of hostilitles, (&) death in captlvity, (6) the
roles of Buregus of Information and Rellef which, inclden-
tally, authorize ths creatlon of the Central Agency of the
international Comzittee of the Hed (roas, {7} further quall~
fications permitting such civilians as newspaper oorregpond-
enta to be considersd as Pas, and {8) an executlive sectlon
wshich definss those conditions under which the Conventlon
comes 1nto force, ete. This Convention was ratified by the
Ue5+ Senate on January 7, 1932 and on January 16 President
Hoover affixzed his slgnature to 1t. |
Subsequent abttespts to formulate further agreements
regarding prisoners of war met with little success, 1In 1934
the ICRC propossd the "Tokyo Draft" which would have sxtended
the protection afforded prisoners to¢ non-military peraonnel.4
The great powers were not enthusiastic about this idea,

Leter, in 1933, the same agency proposed the "Lraft of 1038"

. 4. Internations) Committss of the Red Crosa, Report of
She Internutionsl Uomnittes of the ied Cross on its .ctivities
during the Second world waop (September 1, 1050 ~ Jjune T4, 1fa7)

{Genova 1943), ia, 150. Hereinufter referred to a8 the
Report of the ICK(.
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directive was published by the Jermans. At least Swiss bib-
libaraphic 13sts, which presuxably would bhave noted such im-
portent regulations,do not mention any.’A

having regulatlions dooé not per se insure that those
regulations will be observed. tnfortunately the {eneva Con-
yvention provides for no sanctiona. Ko party, elther ally,
enemy, or neutral, can force a slgnatory to obey tho terma
of the Convantion. ihgencles of thse Conventlon like the
tnternational Committes of the Hed Crose ars lirenlse ime
potent inasofar ns snforcement is sconcerned. 7The extreme
sanction, war, cannot bs brought into forcs. 1t slrecdy 18
in force. 4s in numercus other treaties, it is up to the
signatories themselves to uphold the statutess which they
have formulated. Under theae circumstances it appears that

reciprocity seams to be the main foreo Insuring observatlion

of the Convention; "det!ll treat your Pha in the same monner
in whioch you treat ours.”™ This leads to a rathor cnomalous
formila of success, one based on foar of the onsoy, ihare
d8, In additlion, an intangible moral sanction Iln orereilon,

one embodied in the dealre to have the world sse that the

7A. Before the U.S. entered the woer there hnd bo-n on-
ected In Auguat 1940 the Verordnun; uber das Verfuhre: bel
Zuatellun.en an ¥Krtepacmfancens und in Eroissreroncenon-
284900 Internioris rersonon.

A+ Une theoratical sunction or penslty might bo that
ell potential “rrotectin, Fowers” would refuce to re-resent

the interestz of any stute that obviously violated the
Convention,




T

8

Cconvention 18 belng observed rather than evaded, Norallty
also operates to keep the objective of ultimately atialining
peace in sight., & country that did not cbserve the Conven-
tion would boe making the culmination of hoatilitliesz a much
more difficult job.

Althouzh sanctiona are not provided for, the Convention
does made provision for inspections by the neutral Protect-

ing fowor who may visit all places, without exception,

vhere P&a ara 1nternad.9 In the couras of thair vislts the

hepresontatives of thea Pﬁoteeting Power and the dslagates of
the ICKC looked for infractions of the Convention, fhen
they were found, they were brought to the attention of both
the canp #uthoritios and the governments of thoss prisoners
hoeld in detention. In this manner the U.S5. lovernnent was
informed of vliolatlons involving Aasrican Pla. These, how-
ever, comprise only a smell fraction of the non-observances
that will ultimately be brought to light.lo Such reports,
however, were used &s the basis of protests to the Letein-
ihs Power, Gormany, on numerous instances,

The virtual plethora of derslictions make both intsrest-

ing and gory reading. But more than that, their sum total

9. Frisonsr of hor Convention, Article LXXXVI,

co tlo' Files of the Judge Advocate's office in Washington
‘on alning depositions taken from recoversd Americen por-

nnel are still under securlity clessifications and are thus
Unaveilapble sxcept for official use,




7
offers an pnswer to the problem of this exemination, 1.e,
hovw A4ld tho Gerxrans trest american prisoners of war and was
this trestment "le:el’? Suprieingly enough, quite dlvarae
and conflicting opinions have beomn voiced. Cllbert hedfern,

the sditor of the Prisonera of %war Bulletin, an Amerlcan Red

Cross publication, has c¢itad leiters to show the divergent
points of wiew., A repatriste frou the Carmp at Ssgan sald,
after his return to the U.J., that the international rules
established at Geneva were boing observed "to the lettor” dy
the Germans, lie salgd tufther in stating his cuse, "lhe Qer-
zen guards have high regsxrd for thelr priaonera.”ll anothex
letter from a P% 8t1ll in Luft 1Il aald:

Save them [ied Cross Bulletins) so I can get a

laugh when 1 get back. %The best way to appre-

ciate them is to have it in one haend and a book

of Camon Hunyon in the other, then trv to secor-

tuin which 1a the more fabulous.l<
it should be added in fairness to the Bulletin thsat for mo~-
rale purposes certain types of avuallable information re-
garding the trestment of imerican FPus was best not given to
the next-of-kin to whom 1t was regularly mailed. ‘lhus re-
porting on prisoners was not done with couplete objectivity.

and yet a spolkesman for the Internationel ied (ross had the

following to say:

- -

.- 11, smerfican Netiona) Ked Cross, Prisoners of sar
Bulletin, ii, No. 7 (July 1944), 1. llerelnufter referred
10 as the Pi Bulletin,

1:’. - Ibid [
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veethe entlire course of the war was marked by
ocountless lapses, by partial violations of some
particulad stipulation of the sald Convention, 13

and

ssedit 138 Imposnible to snumerate all the occasiona
on vhich the provisions conteined in the Conven=-
tion were violated = for that 1t would be neces-
sary to examine thousands of reports,,.i4

Treaty violations can be categorized in multiple ways,
Probably as eccurate as any is Slordet's schema which en-
oompasses _

1. Unintentlonal vlolations, those due to circumstances
of war. Thousands of PWs cannot possibly be properly cared
for while a belligerent makes a lamt ditch stand. Neither
can that power control the targets of enemy bombersa.

2, Deliberate violationn,rgenerally designed to get
batter disoipiine. Prohibited penalties and employment are
used to make Pus “conform",

3¢ Violatlons due to “misinterpretation," those due to
differsnt standarda or points of view., What one country
mainteins is a sufficient food ration or levsl of hyglene
may not meet enother's valuation,

4. Violations Aue to carslessness and ignorance, sald

by soms to be the most frequent kind of violations. Fre-
quently effocted by minor officers who knew 1ittle or nothe

ing of the provisions of the Convention, they caused untold
hardships and engendered muech lmsting enmity for the CGerman
hatlon and the German people.l®

13, Frederic Siordet, Inter Arma Caritea (Genevas
ICRC’ 1947)' p. 48.

14, Inia,, p. 49,
18, Ibi4,




¢]
C. Nethods ﬁaoa':' _ |
For. purposss of this survey, an srbitrary number of fec~

eta of gefangenschaflt {(forming chapter headings) have been

satablished, To each of these categories can be relegated a
subetantlial amount of authoritative socurce materizl., In this
manner it is hoped that a general 1dea can bHe extracted of
hou.ﬂmerican priaonofa woro trosted. The svidence usaesd ine
éludos documentary reports, depositions, accountes of various
witnessos, and a modicum of personal observation. There ie,
sdmittedly, one obvious lacuna., HNotwithstanding the several
memoranda from the German Forelgn 0fflce that will be clted,
it 18 reprettadle that more documents emanating from German
sources cannot be offered., 4lthough German records werse
purposely deatroyed on & lerge secals, there are in exinst-
ence a number of {ermen "Var ﬁiarieu" which wlll be, per-
haps are being, used in compiling the history of world War
Ii. In sddition, the Hiatorical Division of the Army has
“coaxed" some 500 narratives of the war from various German
0fficers.1® such material, as 1s to bs expected, 13 not
freely circulated.

From the viewpoint of maintaining as much objectivity
&8 possible, the best sourcea of information ere those sa-

¢ortained by neutral states or noutral organissiions,l?

. 16.. Dr. Hugh M. Cole, ".riting Conteuporary L1litary
istory", Military affasirs, X1l, (Fall 1048), 16:-67,

. 17, ‘Yhe latter have one shortcoming, fThey frequently
r?nd toward self-praise while rendering en sccount of how
Ws wore treated.
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Seerastary of State Eull sought sxactly such information

when he'wired'to Bern, Switzerland:

In view not only of 1ts interest In the walfare of
1ts o¥n nationals in enemy hends but also of 1ita
interest in the preservation of the humanitarlan

. atsndards set by the Geneva Prisoner of War Conven-
tion to which thils government end the Cerman govern-
ment among others, are partiesa, the Department would
appreclete recelving any information that Swiss
representatives in Germany and German controlled
territoriesa may ovbtain in the course of thelr actle
vities for the protection of Americen prisoners of
war and internees, particularly in the couras of
thelir camp inapections of prismoners and internment
camps, a8 to whether the German government has

taken or im taking ateps to plesce all prisoners of
war on the same basls regardless of whether the
countries to which they owe allegience are or are
not parties to the Gensva Conventlon and regerd=-
leas of the trsatment that 1s being accorded by
those countries to German prisoners of war.18

It was, furthermore, the express duty of the Central Agency

for Prisoners of tlar, a braench of the International Commit-

tes of the Red Cross, to colleet all informatlion regarding

Piis and forward seme to the prisoners' own countries,1®

Thelr reports have a cross-sectional flavor at best; to make

a eomplets report on'conditions would have been imnossible

dus to the limitations placed upon them by the Detalining

Power, Many complaints by prisoners, however, were sent

@irectly to the Ked Cross in Geneva.

Personal on-theespot accounts bearing an element of

18, Telegram 2481, October 31, 1942,
19. Siordet' 22. cito’ p. 27.
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freahneas are alao uaed_in this work.?0 G@erman records of

their american prisoners tell virtually nothing.El

N D. Conolusions to be Reeched

& 'reading" of Germans'! reaction versus Americans was
generally less severe thén that toward the other Allies, the
majority of whoﬁ woere involved in the war twice as long as
the U.Ss was, On the same slde of the ledger, testimonies
mnake it appesr o6ertain that Germen trestment was generally
less severa than that besgowad on Americans by Germany's
Axis partner, Japan.?2

Some mention should also be made of the VYiar Grimes
trialas and the implications ragard;ng PWs that oan be drawn
from them, 7The prscedent of the recent Nuremberg trials,
the Leipzig trlials of 1920, were almoest faroical. After a
. long lapse of time 1t was very difficult to get the Germans
'to turn over acoused war eriminals. Original lists of
"wanted" were cut down extensively; justice, to put 1t
mildly, was lenient; the accused literally got away with

murder, The Huremberg trials, while correccting many post-

20, During the War of 1812, the U.S. maintained repre-
8entatives in Great Britain who kept in close contact with
P¥s and reported on their detentions to the U.3. Government.
thils practice, unfortunately for purposes of this paper, is
No longer in vogue.

21, Cf. Apvendix B for photosatatic copy of German PW
record,

£Z, U.3, House of Representatives, "Speciel Compenaa-

tion Benefits for Prisoners of War", 80th Congress, ond Session,

Leerings on B,R. 65351 before Subcommittes on Compenastions
and Pensions of the Veterans! Affalrs Committee, ¥ay 21, 1948,
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torld War I faults, dealt only with the biggest, most no-
torious violations, Being concerned with PW treatment, ve
pust recognize that it would be a virtual imposalbllity to
prosecuts every individual who made himself a pertiy to como
viclation of ths Convontlion. Therofore, the guthorlitetlve
transcripts divulge only a fraction of the material in which
+8 are interasted,

Onoe pors, bafors sntering into the body of evidence,
it 18 sdvisacble to make obvious the purpose of the ensuing
zatoerianl. ¥hereas another work treating of Pihas 18 concerned
vith "expressed governmental policiea and rulee".PS the in=-
tontion of this atudy ie to rasveal the pctuel treatment
sccorded Amorican FUs in Germany. Whersver posszible, the
cuunnl factors that resultod in infractions of the rules
will be brought out.

Asauming that people's actions reflect what they are
thinking, this study is en attexmpt to show what the Germans
wore thinking, from the way they aocted particularly toward
kua, hy they thought as they did is a problem for social
pPsychologliata,

———

“%. Cf, profuce of Wm, 3. Plory, Prisoners of isar,
(rashington: awerican Councll on Fublie aliairs, 1045).




CBAPTER II
SOME HIGHLIGHTS IN THE
EVALUATION OF THE PRISONER OF WAR COKCEPT

During the course of history, the prisoner of war con-
cept has undergons a most intense metemorphosis., From the
time when eapture wes equivalent to being chalned as n gel~
ley slave, the notion of what prisonership entalls has changed
to the extent that in the twentieth century a prisoner not
only is protected, but alsc has vardous rights, FHow thia
legal status cams to De can be cursorily sketched,

Although 1t ia reputed that Cyrus, King of Persla in
the fourth century B.C., ordered his troopas to care for enemy
wounded and in the Persian Wars spared, with the ald of d4i-
vine intervention, the life of hls captive Croesus,l the
sarliest wars were generally wars of sxtermination. 1If, by
dame accldent, a captive was taken, ha could be deait with
in vhatever fashion his eaptor chose, He could be forced to
work, tortured, or killlsd. With the development of the eco=-
nomic value of his labor, the practics of taking prisoners
became more prevelent. Prisoners were then invariably sold
into slavery. |

By the Middle Ages, the custom of ransomlng developed.
For prices varying with thelr rank, captives were sold back

to their countries or armies. With the circumstence that

. 1. Siordet, op. cit., pe. 12; Manuel Eomroff (ed.),
he History of Heredotus, Book I, (MNew York: f%udor Fudlish-
ng Eo‘j 194-67. Pu. 33=34.,
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captives of both belligerents had been captured and detalned
by the snemy, the custom or'prisonar exchangs soon avolved.p

In modern times the grenteat developmeni has taken
place in the realm of the traatment of prisoners, By de«
crees of ¥ay 4 and June 20, 1762, the French Revolutionary
Governmesnt asserted that prisoners were to be protected.
Shortly efter the Amoricah Revolution and the formulatlion of
the Confederstion, e trsaty with Prussia was concluded whiech
included g section on the treatment of prisoners of war.5

in 1359; during the Italisn campaign at Jolferino,
Henry Dunant, & Swims tourist, sseiny ths distross and do-
structlon of battls, could not besr to remaln passive. Hls
attempt to organize relisf, to help the wounded, saved an
estimated 3,000 men.% His sccomplishments in the areu of
curing for the sick and wounded led logleally to caring for
oaptives,

The American Civil #ar marked further considseratlons
regurding prisoners. At President Lincoln's requeat in 1863,
brencis Lelber prepsred a ¢odification of regulstlons pertaine

ing to Pw troatment. IIis 1dens were edopted by the U.Z,

o

£. DBuel #%. Patch " risoners of her”, ¥Xditoriol Research
Reporta, I (reb.y, 1942), BE.

3¢ 8 Ut Stetuton at Lergs B84 (1786). A Iresty of
Amity end Commerce,

4. Slordet, i Citupl De 1C.
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government and were embodled in the general orders of the
Wor Department, sppesring as a field mamusl.® The inherent
notions of the American publication wore subsegusntly e~
dopted formally by CGermany in the Franco-Prussien ¥War (ale
beit the provisions werse never maintained).

International secope, relative to PY comportment, was
first afforded by the Hegue Convention of 1899, This, in
turn, wes euplified end ¢larifled by the Hague Conventlon of
1207 which devoted an entire section to prlsoners of war,
By its terms, the captufins pover asaumed definite oblizn-
tiona regarding the treatment of its ceptives. It was this
apreement that governed trestment of priscners durlng Wworld
Bar I. It was Article II of this pgreement that provided
the loophole through which the tresty was reduced to mean-
inglessness,® This article stated that the Convention was
binding only as long as pll the belligserents were parties
to 1t, The entrance into the war of non-ratifying states
automatically cancelled 1%s effectiveness, This obvious
woaknees maede Lt mandatory for the.belligerents to roach bil-
lateral agreements among themselves on matters relating to

Pu treatment, The amendment of the 1907 Conventilon becams
inevitable,

6. John Martin Vincent, "Francis Lieber", Dictionary or.
g%&!&ggg Bloprephy, Dumas lialone (ed.), »I (Hev York: bnur1es
ribnera® Sons, 1933), p. 228.

" €, 36 U.2, Statutes at Large 2277 (1907). <Convention-
&' on Land.
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In 1921, tho Tenth aAnnuval Conference of thoe Internetiornal
Committes of the Rod Cross began drafting tho {ode that wes
to becoms, upon raotification, the 1020 Prisoner of ¥ar Cods

that governed prisoner troatzment durlng Vorld Ver Il.




CHAPTER IIX
QUALIFICATIONS AND CREDENTIALS:
WHO WERE PROPERLY CONSIDERED PRISONERS OF WAR
A. #ho ware Considered ss PWs by the Geneva Conventlon

Taking precedent from the 1907 Conventlon, the Geneva
Convention specifics that members of ermles, militlas, and-
yolunteer eorps are to be 5ivon prisoner of war status upon
capture.l The voluniear forces rst have, howaver, 2 I'eqog=-
nizable insignla end/or uniform end must be led by a recoge
nized commander, In addition, certaln persons who follow
the armed forces {e.g., newspaper correspondents, sutlers)
era, upon capture, entitled to be treated as P‘E‘a‘s.2 In gen=
eral terma, then, mll persons belonglng to the armed forces
of bellligerents, be they army, navy, or alr force personnel,
are included. VWhether they were in a combatant or non-com-
batant capacity 4id not jJeopardize thelr status. Women are
obviously ineluded; the Conventlon ambiguously states that
they are to be treastad with the respect due their sex.o

International law providea a few other qualificatlona,
Diplomats, high officlals, a soverolgn and hle family, when

captured, are entitled to Pil treatment.? Daserters who

1. Article 1,

t Z, article LxXXI., They must, however, be certified by
he armed forees whom they ere accompanying. '

3. Aarticle III.

th 4. Flory, op. cit., ps 29, The author states that
i ere 18 some Alspute as to whether the soverelgn's entire
amlly may be kept us prisoners of war.
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Fles into the hands of the snemy glso fall under the prise

onor of war eategory.s

Having enumoerated those persons whom the Gsneva Conven~
tion considers "eligible", we may next ask when the state of
prisonership begina., The Conven’lon 1t§elf does not treat
spacifically of thls matter but rather éaama to assume that

no problem 1s posed., One authority has sald of the tople:

Prisonership prodably begina when he [[the potential
prisoner] is no longer capable of resistance be-
cguse he elither hams been overpowered or 1a weapon~-
less, when he has voluntarily and individuully
ceased to fight. or whan hia ¢thisaf has surrendered
his comnand,

B, Questioned gualirications

"Protected personnel™ asre those individuals who are en-
gaged exclusively in caring for and transporting the wounded
and the sick. 4&lthough they are not referred to in the PW
Code, the companion Conventlon coneerning the treatment of
wounded and sick in the flald specifles thut they are not
to be considesred as prisonera, that they ars to be repatrie

ated upon capture.7 Frequently, howaver, they vere kept in

detention.® It ts probable that a few medics Jeopardized
b, Ibid.

6. 1Ibid., p. 39.
7. 4rticle IX & XII,

8. 3iordet, op. eit., p. 64. Sectlon 20 of Airmall
letter 11887 from the American Legation at Bern to the Secre-
tary of 3state, June 9, 1945 18 a slpned deposition testifying
that a U,8. medicpl officer vho entered German 1lines under a
Tlag of truce v " an smbulance full of wounded German per-
3onnel, was det: ~ed as a P,
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status, 1t 1a customary practice, aécdrding to international
1aw, to have prisoner status forfeited ubon the commission
of & war orime, .Othor violations that warrant suespension of
Pii proteotion are (1) violation of parols, or (2} esplionege.
The former merely entalls the breaking of a promige, cus-
tomarily to abstain from doing something, and la usually a
written agreement.12 Esplonage, on the other hand, 1s e
more complicated matter, The ﬁccuaed muat be {a) iIn seerch
of, or already in possession of, some information, (b) such
information muat be 1ntehdéd for enemy posseaslon, (e¢) the
information-seeking mission must be carried on in a theatre
of war, (d) the alleged sgent muet be scting in secret or
under false pretenaea.15 These qualifieations do not ine
elude non—diaguiséd soldiers such as forward patrols or re-
..eonnalssance patrola. Convorsely, anyone utillzing enamy
flag, unifomn, insignia, or emblem could be deprived of PW
rights,

Anglo-~american aireraft crews were objJects of speciel
consideration as the bombing of Germany got under way. Cer-

tein practices of air warfare resulted in a German memoranduml4

12, ¥requently paroles were given not to atteapt escape
- 4if permitted for exerciss walks outaids the confines of the
PV enclosure.

13, Flory, op. clt., P. 37

lg, U.3, Denartment of State, Nazl (onspirecy and
Aggression (washington: G20, 1948), 11L, 53I-3Z, Docunient
T31-F8, Heroinafter referred to as NCa.
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shich dealt with specific acts, such as shooting Germans
«ho were descending in parachutes, attacking German planes
whieh had made emergency landings and whose crevs vere in
the vieinity, attacking railroad trains engaged in eivi-
1ian transportation, or strafing civilians, Doers of such
deads ¢ould dbe shot without a ¢ourt mertlal., Intereatingly
"~ enough, in the copy of thls memorandum which fell into Allled
hands, General Jodl; in a handwrltten notation, obssrved that
it was indeed dangerous to attack mn alrcraft vhich has been
foreed to lend, but "...to sttack an airplane which has made
an emergency lsndingz, can not be classifled as gangater
method but 1s in complete agreement with the strictest stane
dards of civilized warfare."'>

Aviators were the subject, fﬁrther, of a secrst monorans
dum emanating from Hitler's hegdquarters on July 5, 1944.15
This document advised that aviators who participated in
raida on small commmnlities (this being done, says Hitler, as
& reprisal measure against the celebrated V-1 bomb) which
&r'e nelther military, communication, nor grmsarent targets,

tannot be accorded Pw treatment. Rather, he saild, they

e

15, Ibid. It may be noted that sll the German "condie
Lions" gould be argued, It is concelvable that a citizen
¥ould shoot to k11l a descending armed peratroopar and under
Bany conditions might say that a descending alruan vas ine

latin‘{ulahabla Ifrom the paratrooper.

16, ma, IXI, 533, Document 741-PS,
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should be treated as murderers.- This 1s, incldentally,
merely a continuation of the policy inaugurated in 1942 by
Der Feuhrsr, at which time he began hla fanatlic call for the

e;termination of all enemiss caught indulging in so=-calleld
commando activitiea, In the autumn of 1944 he agein called
for the extermination of "...8ll terrorist and sabotage
groups..." including "...all paracﬁutiats not captured in
the sctual ecombat gons,"17

While fhg'aenmana maintained that thelir own peratroopers
woére in no way diatinguiahad from the regulsar (erman mill-
tary toroea.la they viewed enemy parachute soldlers in
quite another light, as the following telegram from Secre-
tary Stettinius indicates:

The government of the U,S. has received informa-

tion which ¢learly shows that Allled military per-

sonnel who served as parachutists during the fight-

ing in France were captured bigGerman suthorities

and treated as Frenc Tireurs,

D, Statistlios
Although an Amerlcan newspaper correapondent, captured

with the British in North Africa in November of 1941 speaks

of hiuself as possibly being the irst americsn prisoner of

17. Telegram 1560 from Ambasaador Grew, aAnril 24, 19485,

19, Telegram NHo. 3804, October 23, 1944. Flguratively
meanlng sharpshooter, franc tirours were considered guerilla

Lighters, As a reosult, when captured, they were beaten end
k1lleq,
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war in Germany in World War XI, the fact that the Tnited
Statéa.waa ndt yot in the war makes his elaim a bit ahaky.zo
Er. Denny, unti) his relesse, was rether a political pris
oner of the Gestapo, A8 far as #esearch was able to deter-
mine, the first American prisoner of war appears to have
been Lt. (3.g.) John Dunn, USN, of New Haven, Comnectlcut
who was captured on April 14, 1942.21 The names of forty
four America“ P¥is captured at Diesppe in august of 1942, the
first prisoners of thefAmerican.land army, were reported to
the Central Agency for Pfisoners of War (the Agency created
.by the Geneva Convention)by the German authorities on the
25th of September of the séme year.2¢ Uho the firat pris-
oner wes and when he was taken are minor points, 0Of more
importance is the number of prisoners taken in %the ensulng
three years. Officiel statistics on the number of American
Pis in Germany have, to this dats, never been roleased,d

This has not prevented various quarters from meking their

: 20. Harold Denny, Behind Both Lines {New York: Viking
Press, 1942), p. 97.

2l. Reprint of Feb. B, 1944 issue of the Xriegile Times
of Stalag Luft III in PW Bulletin, II, No. 8 (august 1944 ).

22, Rev, Int., XXIV, No. 287 (November 194Z), 816,

23, The Government'!s Strength and Stetistics Branch
in washington has ntated that there were 126,800 prisoners
gf wWer and interned civiliens. However, there has bsen no

Teakdown regarding how many prisoners there were, in vhich
thoatre Imprisorz.ont cceurred, or to which branch of the
Armed forces the prisoners belonged.
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owvn eatimates, . Theﬁ run, roughly, from 90 to 190 thousand,

Until the time of the Allied landings in North Africa
in November of 1942, the bulk of Amerilcan peraonnel sent into
gction were from the Alr Forcea, O0f the number shot down in
this early phase of the war, the Germens transmitted infor=-
mation regarding their capture to Geneva "usually without
delay."??¢ After November, the American forees increasingly
participated in major battles both in Africa and then in
Burope, Not unsurprisingly, thies greater involvement In land
operations, particularly in Italy and in France, resulted in
the capturs and dstention of greater numbers of P¥s. Simule
taneously the Alr Foraes threw greater efforta onto the
continent. Almost one half the flying personnel captured
in 1943 were J4mericans who descended in numbers approxi=
mating an average of four hundred per month, 2B On a Schwein-
furt rald of October 1943, the Alr Force loat 60 B-17 Fort-
resses, an equivalent of over 500 alrmen on one miasion.26

By October 1944, according to an estimate of an Aueri-
can Red Cross reprasentatiﬁe, Maurice Pats, reports had dbeen

sent to "each of the 110,000 familles of American Pows",27

2e, Report of the ICRC, II A, 264.

25, P4 Bulletin, II, No. 3 (March 1944),

268, Joan David, “Our Captured Alrmen”, Flying, XXXV
(Novembey 1044}, 54.’346 of the 541 "missing" airmeé vare
Subsequently reported as Prs,

£7. PW Bulletin, III, No. 2 (February 1945).
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Another estimate, as of ths same period, quartesrsd the sbovwe

28

figure, Early in 19848, the (Oerman operational ataff of

the hehrmscht satimated they held 230,000 anglo-;merican

prisonera, 62,000 of whom were american.gg

iiovaver, after
the recovery of 47 out of 789 Pe caenp® and hospitals wharse
Amerlicans were held, the State Department estiuate? that
Germany etill held hetween sixty and sixty-five thousand
American soldiers,SO

Post-war tottings revenled other facts, The Searetary
of Aar stated thst from June 8, 1944 to the end of hostili-
ties, "H1pu"Sl (exoluding the Alr Forces) amounted to
£3,568,°% He stuted Turther, that bstwesn seventy and
eighty thousund Americans had been relessed from German
Cumps, A Var Depuriment press mowmorandun soon aftervard re-
ferred to "60,000 foruwer prisoners of wur" and sald further:

This figure, $0,000, the fiar Departwent valloves,

represents subatantielly all the United States per-
sonnel taken prisoner in the European Lighting.

. cB8. didwestern Arsp of Americun Red Cross, PO flovw
Notes, 1, No. 3 {Cec. 28, 1044). This minizization, 1 bo-
¢ve, 1s obviously iInaccurate; perhaps was even o alsprint,

€9, HNCA, Supplement A, 903, Document 606-03. In the
Tonth of Folb, alone nprroximately 8,000 fmericen Pus vors

tulton by the Germans, ¢f, Rev., Int., XXViI, No. 315 (iarch
1045), 234, _ -

30. rress release in U.S. Denartmant of Jstate Bulletin,
AL (april o, 1945), 610,

Sl. ‘"4issing in motion” includes prisconers of wur,-

¢ 32, har Review by the Uecretary of var at Pross Con-
erence, iay 10, 1945.




26

A cheok made of cssuulty reports concerning euch

peraonnel who already have doen returned ¢o mili-

tary control indicutos that fow of thet hal not

besn reported previously as prisoners of war, It

1z net expected that many of those vho are atill

being carried as misaing in ection wil) eppear

latoer as hoving boeen prisoners of war.v
An officinl Army radio report & fortnight previously 2ald,
",ssThers were sbout 100,000 [american prisonsrs of war |
held by Germany in the last stege of the war."®® s5t111
higher estimates were given. A4 louse of Representative
hearing on a relsted subject spoke of over 118,000 ex-pris-
oners of wuar (some of whom probsbly wers detsined by the
Japunese).35 Finzlly, whille not diffearentiating betwenn
Fis gnd interned civilians, the International Hed Cross made
the following reporti:

The alphabetical card file estsblished by the imeri-

can section [of ths Central Agency of Prisoners of

nar at Geneva] nuubers 330,000 cards which report

on 120,000 cazes., A aeparate cutaloyg concerning

Pis and internsd eivilisns 1a the Fur Hast has besn
eatablished, S0

In tha prezence of 80 many estimates covering the range

that they do end in the absence of an "ofllelal" figure,

T3, U.S, viar Dept. Press Jemorandum, Nay 31, 1045.

. S4. U.S, war Dept. Swmsary of waer lges Heport gilven
by Col, Albert L, warnor on sy 20, 1945.

¢ §5‘ Jede House of Hepresentatives, "Sveclal Componaa-
ion senefits for Erlsoners of war," 80th Congress, <nd les-
%ion, Hearings on H.k. 6861 befors Subcommittoe on (omnensc=

13233 and ienslons of the Veteruns affaelra Lowalttes, .ay 1,
»

36. Rey. Int., XXVII, lto. 319 (July, 1945}, &22.

M A———
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any eéonclusion reached might be gritiscized as being arbi-
trary, It appears that a compromise estimate would rather
closely agree with thet of P.E. Rysn wvho. suggests there
were 95,000 Americen prisoners of war held by Germany.3”
Thia estimate, in any event, 1a probably within five pere

cont of the correct number,

37. T"Prisoners of War", Ten Eventful Yssrs (Chicago:
Encyelopedia Britannica, Inc., 1947), 111, 643.




CHAPTER IV
GLHEAN ATTITUDES AMD ORDIRS
A. Bsfore the tar
World War I may be considered a precedent regarcing the

sublect at hand., During thet conflict General Stenger, en
leader of the 58th CGarman Brigade, 12 alleged to have ord=red
that no more prisoners of war were to ha taken; they were,
rather, to e kfllea,l After the war, the Hritish ecalled
the Cormundants of twenty German prison camps to trial for
havin, urged thut excesaive cruslty be used. In a sense,
thus, the ensuing evidence will "prove” shether history re-
peats itaelf, To the writer, the vorid liar I record rather
shors thut there was nothing inherently new, as far gas Gore-
man treatment 6: prisoners 1s concernsd, in korld war I1.

- A8 a preface to World war I1 and apuarently kseping
in mind possible conss uences or resuits of the "agcguiaition”
of Czechoslovektia, the Oxnz drew un in 1938 a list of violu-
tions of internationsl law that misht be expected from troops
in combat,d Offering m ¢iuve as to what could be expected in the
futurse, thias military body decreed that forecing enemy prise
oners of war to work in what mizht be considered war work

(0.4., di&gino trenches, producin, or loading munitionas, ate, )

[ro—

l. Sheldon Glueck, har Criminals, Their Frosecution anc

e

funishment (New York: wlfesd Knopf, 1944), p. :4.

“e Uberkonmundoe dey wehrmacht, .rmed Forces Hlh Coxmoendg,

‘30 HC a VI. ?£f9“814’ Docume’nt C-Z.
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could be Justified as 2 necessity of wer, or by ssseriing
that the eneny did 1t first, They go on to gav thet the
Germans should uee discretion when reproaching thelr enemlen
vho do theose verboten things, "for 1t 1a possible that Bimle
lar accusations ocould bs mude against us,.." “ha Geprman
aromy heasdquartsre was, 1t appesrs, Playing a variation of o
therme by Hitler who said, "No so-called International law,
no agroement, will prevent me from making use of sny edven-
tags that offers.”® Dor Pouhrer's dtsdainfl attituda to-
ward conventions was further exsmplifisd when ha axchongad
the necative for the positive by saying, "Trasties for me
are significant only so long as they are useful to my in-
tentions, "5

In March of 1940, Rudolph Heass used his high rozition
;n the Hazi Party to get Farty lesders to spra-4 the word
to the people that enemy filers vho had bailed out had to be

selized gnd had to be immedlately arrestsd or "ltculdutad®

(Unschadlich gemacht).s The German High Command on October
15, 1942, in distinct contrariety to Article II, Section 3

of the Genava Convention, atatad:

(e —

# 4« Sheidon Glusck, The Nuremberg Triel) and arsressive
aar (Hew York: ».p. Knopf, 194%) p, 83, guoting from 1.
Kauasghnig, Hitlem Soenka, p, X1,

Ba dCm, VIII, €43-47, Affadavit H of Uenarmloberss
Pranz 1ia10%n.

€, 141, 107-08,

{0,
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Treatment of German priscners contrary to interng-
tional law o0» inhumane treatment on eny battlefiold...
- Will henceforth have to be atoned for by all pris~

oners taken by Germany without diastinetion gn to

their nationality.”
The U.S. linlster in Switzerland interpreted this atatement
to be not s0 much e deliberats Qecision of thé military and
politicul authorities as an impulsive manifestation of the
High Commandts feelings, In the same unexclted tone he
noted, seamingly in the defense of this atend, that there
were not many smerican prisoners of war being held by Ger-
many at this time anyway. 4lso in Qctober of 1842 came the
notorious Hitler "Comuando" order.B Issued with a top secret
security olassification and almed primerily st the British,
i1t ordained that all ocomaandos, evén unlformed commandos,
vere to be followed until they wers caught =nd killed, Con-
trary to the customary rules of war, thalr surrender could
hot be accepted. A legsl ergument accompanied this siand,
It was sald in its dofense that the commandos at vhom 1t was
directed used 11legal means of warfars, meens not recognizea
in ¢uatomary rules of warfars, Sueh personnel, 1t was are-

gued further, were themselves instructed to kil Eny Fis

they might have taken, perticularly i1f the encumbrance of

[ S—

7. Translation contained in telegram 5205, Nov. 15, 1942
fron Lelang Harrlson, U,.S. Linister to Switzerlund to the Sec,
of State. Seo below, p, 42, for stetement on reprisale by a
Captureq Toreign oifice apokesmun,

8. LA, I, 154, Locument 4$8-pS; 11, 291, 3G1-£3;
111, 418-7%-
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capluring prisoners in any way hindered tho success of the
mission to shich ther were aneigned. Hitler's deofenss of his
own policy to deprive commandos of the protection afforded by
the Geneva Convention waa oxpressed on the day after he 1a-
sued the order in these words:

England and imerica will therefore alvays be able

to find voluntesrs for this kina of wsrfare, aa

long as they can truthfully assurs them that thare

18 no danger of loss of 11Te for then. 4t worst,

all they have to do 1=z succeasafully comvit thelr

attack on people, traffic instellations, or other

instaliations, ana upon being: encountered by ihs

enexiy, te capltulate,

Such a deoclaratfon was freught with dancer in its lack
of linitations, Yhen the order says to dilsregerd vhere spid
Corauncos came from, by land, see, oY alyr, the wayv seems
paved for the practica of shooting first and ssking quese
tlons luter. 7Thus, by a not too tortuous twisting of the
order, bulled out alrmen mi ht be shot on the pretext that
they wore commendos such a2 those deacribed in the order,
Another indication of the trend that would be followed in
the formation of a Pw pollcey ean be extracted from the
"Helchensu” document (found by the husslens after the recap-
ture or Klin) in which the German Field Marshal savs, ",,.

8upply of food to prisoners of war iz unnecessury humuni-

tarianism."lo

[ —

8. HNCa, IIX, 4:7-3C. Iranalsation of Doocumont S03-PC,
¥ritten by Hitler on Jetober 13, 1947,

10, guoted in "Gurman Ireatment of war Prisonera”, New
EEEQQ&. July ~au ust Supplement {1€423), pe 44,
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With as much adverss preparation as was made regarding
the treatment of priscners, it aprears obvious that Garmen
poifcy toward smerioans could not posaibly have been without
Llaw,

B. Early Stages of the War

Belligerent governmentsa receive2 in July 1943 sn appeszl
from the ICEC to respect tha »ight of nen to be treated peo-
oordling to law and without arbitrarinesa'“...evan in the fece
of military considerations.” Twenty~two countries rea-onded
favorably, Italy and lungery emong them, but Jormany offered
no ‘such answor.ll towever, the Garman authoritios A1 come
municate the names of vua captured in Siclly to Cenove, Ce-
slgnating them ax belonging to the forces of tho "Parschute
Infentry,*1¢ A similer request was sent out in Avguat 1923,
This appeal asked thet the rights of Plic be preserve®; that
the practice of Cepriving certsin P¥s of their stetus cease.
0L the eighteon belligerents to roply, none rorreascnted the
Axfg powers,id Inatead, In the senmo nonth, & Rinrler srdor
%at lasued which stated, "It is not the taek of the rolice
Yo intorfere in closhes between German [e1viliens] and ¥nplisn

end umericon fliere who have balled out."14 1n Decerdeyr of

P—

11. Rev. Int., XxVI, No. 303 (¥arch 1944), 185-02,
12. Rev. Int., XXV, Ko. »97 (SGpt5$? VPR

13, Baev, 53}., XXVI, No. 305 (May 1044), 340-53,
14, HCa, I, 154.
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the game yoar, a third suoh Rad Cross roguest was distrie
buted, this one urging belligerents not to resort to repri=
2als or retaliatory msasures, Trues to form, Germany again
rerused"any &ssurancaa.15

The next year, 1944, ahowqd a continuation of previous
policles, Ernest Keltesnbrumner, chiaf of the sscurity nolice,
in April, authorized a cireulsr regarding ballsd-out fliars.le
Repeating the Himmler<Hitler ordsr of August 1943 prohibiting
police interference in altercations between Germans angd

balled-out aAnglo-smerican terrorflsiger, warning the neonle

that any act of befrisnding ¢aptured enemy alrmen would rar-
rant dire punishment; it ordersd further that apnrehended
enemy pilots had to ba tied up to prevent escaps, In the
same month Secretary of State Hull wired to Bern asking for
A Swias Iinvestigation of the report that had come to him ra- -
garding an American PW, Lt, Leventhal, whose nose was broken
by a German guard and who was paraded through the abtreets of
Frankfurt with & sign reading, "I sm a member of the race
¥hich started the war,"17?

smericen terrorflisger were the subject of a timely bit

of advice offepesd by Hitler to the Japanese ambassador,

Oshima, when they met at the Berghof in May 1944. At that
——

15. Rev. Int., XXVI, No, 306 (Juns 1944}, 429-373,
18, ¥Ca, Supplement A, 592-94, Document 28K5.r3,

st 17. Telegram 1158, Aprll 5, 1944, from Secrotsry of
8te Hull to smoricen legation in Bern,
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time the Germun leader humanely suggeated thut the Americane
should be hung by the Jepencse, not shot.>> <The President
of the Internastionsl Red Crose, Cerl J. Burckhardt, expres-
sed the opinion that, 1f 4t had not been for hie orgenliza~
tion, the Germans would surely rave denounce. the Ceneva
Convention hy the end of 1943.19
€. Post Invaslon attitudes

. A% Allled foroes undertook the invesion of France on
June &, 1944, a meoting took plecs at Ler Feuhrerts hend-
Quarters, the nminutes of which reflect the exnotionsl dise-
turbences ensendered.'® In en attempt to elimincte or at
least discourage strafings by low-Llying 4llled pursuit ana
fighter aircrsrs, the meoting adjudged that such s viglae
tion of the rules of war deservea nothing less than lynche
ing. Zvery instance, they urged, should be narticulerized
and publicized. If interrogations should revesl a teppors
flieper who hud escaped iyneking, he should be seiregated
end hunded over to the SD?I for "speclial treatmsnt” (=anders

bshardluns )., Leltel, the chief of the OKV, perhaps fesring

thut Germuny's 8llp was showing, attuched and initianled the

P—

18, HCa, VI, 655. Partial trenzliation of Tocument
8780~r5, a souret helch letter siined by von Zonnlelthnap.

16. 33 Bulletin, 11I, Ko. G (June 1645).

0. (A, 13z, G33-35. Document TOO=E 3,

1, Sicherkeltadienat, the Intelligence snd Counter-
intelli enco fooncy ol tae 38,
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remuric, "I am asnlnst‘;gggl'procedure! It doosn't work ontyr
To insure the susccess Of the maaaﬁrb, Fartin Bormenn 1zruea
n soorst ciroular declaring that those pessle who portict-
pﬁted in lynchings should bs tmmune from rolics measures and
¢rininael procaadinga.zg ambasssdor Ritter of the Forelgn

0fflcs, offering legel advice on how to bandls terrorfliecas,

sald on June 203

In spite of the evident objections from the poins
‘of view of foreign pelicy and of Internationel Low,
the Moreign Office agrecs on the whole with the in-
tended fOKE‘a] action,..

In the cases of lynch-justice, the strict eatedblioh-
ing of the eriminal facits and elrcumstances ,,, iz
not vory important, Firstly, no Germun authority

is directly responsible; deuth had elrendy occurred
before a Cerman authority handled the casaa,

and regarding "speclal trestment®:
A way out 1f nocessary would be not £o allow suas~-
pected alrmen to assume the iezal status of « Prlis=
oner of war at all to begin with...
The Foreiun 0ffice continuea by suggesting how to legully
Zake a prisoner of war out of & captive. All that 1s neces-
Bary 1s a swumary court haaring, Coldly continuing:
Heturally this way out would also not prevont
Cermany bein, roprosched for breschss of tho
sgreeasnls at present in foree, und would alaoo
Ptrhaps not provent reprisels belp, tuken
Scxinst German prisoners of war, <9
Balkan resistsnce in July broucht out a Keitel ordep

that 56-called partisen groups, including americsns who

22- g&:{_ﬁ’ J.I, QOSQ Dﬂﬁument 057“3,3.

“8s  NLa, Vi, r28-30. Document L-720,
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’ cooperated with these forces in Soutéégatern Burope (notably
1n.Jugoalaf1a), wore not to receiva recopnltion w2 s bus
rather should be trested as enocified in Hitler's "Commandoe®
order, 4 Goenoral Werlimont 1ssued g memorandwn to clarify
the 194% Hitler order in ths 1ight of the recont Alliec
landings. Soldiers who wers taken prisoner or who murrane
dered during "opsn combat", h§ sald, were not to be trepted
according to the Comuando ruling. He specified further that
that ruling was not to pertain to enemy aoldliers in uniform,
Doubtful cazes were to be turned over to the 3D who were to
sct &3 a sort of court fo determine whether the Commando owe
der was to be applied.25 |

' Further post~invasion nervousness was manifested the
following month, August, when the - German guthorities ope
dered that reserves of food in P campe could not be built
UP. hot only were supplies om hend to be used up, but ree
Serve atooks wers to be separated from the cunps for which
they were intended. 4 notlics was sent to the ked Cross in
Geneva to ceuse or reducs relies shipments until existent
reserves ware conaumed.ﬂe Lifficulties arose with Interna~

tlonal Ked Cross delegutsn, Delegate Scapinl, fesring hia

i

24. nca, 11, 373,
26, HCA, IT, 37172,
(vhops ip i Bulletin, 111, Ko, 2 (February 1045). At Luct Iv
. h‘fhere the writor nes interned) all fus vere, at the time, con

:lr-rations, 1.0. two F%a had to share one R,C. food parcel,
slinee for one perscn's consumption, each weelk,
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arroes®, was foreced Lo sesk refuge in the Derlin International
Red Cro2s off1ces.27 Spacking in defense of the recell of
one of its delesates and genaral criticien by the Gormana,
the ICRC commented:

The offices of the Wilhelmstrasae tried to put

preazure on the deleygutes by interpreting aArticle

87 of the Coovention in nn extrenely rostrictivae

senso, end by oleinming to confine the rlght of

inderyantion of the ICRC to the fleld of welfare,28

D. {48 Defeat approsched

Chaos was preity well established as the nermel condi-
tion of Cermeny by 1945. FRusstan advanceas from the Zast
sont vest hordes of Gerpans scurrying weastward, Yeatern aip
supreraecy went unochallenged. In Februery, as thoussnds of
Americen prisoners of wer trudged wearily in vhot sesmaed to
be an dnterminndble forced march (more reepectably eslled
cemp transfers), the Operational 3teff of the Carman armed
forces @lecussed the merits of denouncing theip International
agreoments, & record of thelr aonaiderations Cineloann tha
thinking that eschewed formal demunciation. Fop instanse,
although article XCVI 0learly providea for the richt of de-
nuncistion, 1%t was sald;

Ytrictly formelly, a denuneiastion of the arresw

unoats [both of the agrecmonte comprising the

Geneva Convantton ef 1929] 45 not poszible. 7The
Lonveationa concarn%na Fés end wounded provide fop

no cenunciation.,..”

7. Teleyrum 5534 dutod September 5, 1944, from smbas-
8ador Harrison in Bern to thie Secretary of Stuts,

28, Herort of tho JCEC, I A, 244-45,
0. HLu, tupplement Ay BO4-U7, Locument D-GOG,
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From a defensive point of view, 1t was noted that de-
‘munclstlion would give the enemy the excuse necesggry for
using eny means of warfare he wished. This, the German Staf?
eprarently thought, would be more wnaparing on the Germana
then fighting the "wdmissable"” Weapons of war. "According

Yo experiencs" (1talics mine), they said, unreafiicted wer e

fare had a greatsr effect in a limited space than on an of=
lenslve force operating without space limitstions, 1In other
words, Germany's position of being hemmed in, operated to
preserve the Geneve Convention, Rogerding civilien nopuls-
tions, renunciation could only jeopardigze those Iin German
territory occupied by the enemy. Militiae organizations such
a3 the Volkstuim, legalized by the Geneva Convention, woula,
upon renunciztion, automatieally bseome 1llegal, Finally,
to announce the termination of thae Convention would obvigte
Germany's right to eriticize the enemy's terror tactics such
&3 the bombings of hoapitals, ambulances, etec,

A1l these arguments lsd to one conclusion: there would:
be small sdvantage for Germany by such a movs. M1llione of
Prisoners, among whom were thousanda of dmericansg, were actu-~
8lly being used in Germany's defense program (with tho sane-
tlon of the Geneva Convention being given only to indirect
kelp), Denunciation would only stir up unrest in P& Camps
that were at the moment inadequately guarded, 'Thers wgs
‘oncern almo for German soldleprs held captive by the allies,

“1th0ut a Convention, thers would be no Protectlng Pover to
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look after their righﬁa and welfare,

Epitomizing the "expedlency” argument was the opinion

of the Cupreme Commendear of the Germun Frvy:

ss»slt appears in genersl...to be mors correact to

apply measures which ars oconsidsred neceasary for

milltary or othsr reasons snd which are in contra=

dioction to ths Goneva Conventlon, according to the
situntion of the moment, wéghout previounly announe
cing them by a withdrawal,
In othor words, whereas from the Naval point of view U-Boats
oould attack hoapital ships without withdrawing from the
Convention, so also, from the point of view of Pu custodians,
prisonera! rights oould.be violated just as easily while
8till nominelly adhering to the Prisoner of ¥ar Code,

After the war in Europs was ended, Dr, Zrie Albrecht,
ex~chiel of the Legal Divislon of the German Foreign Office,
v¥as ocaptured by U.3. military authorities. br. albreshi,

- Who served after world war I in kixed Claims Commisstions

both with the United States and Great Britain, was intep-
Viewed by iorelign uService Officer S.K. Lafoon. A memoran-
dum of their talks offers 11luminating insight on the temper
of Uerman thought as well as conalderudle factual materianl, >
“#pparently familiar with many phases of the German war effort,

Albrechit spoks on diverase topics:

1. Gormans had stopred the repatriation ship, Gripsholm,
in September 1044 in Norway on the pretext that a
apYy was on board. 1The torelgn Ofrice, he said, was
not responsible for this set.

0. €4, Lupplement A, BOB-GO,

31, Enclocure to airmall letter No, 489 dntoed June 6, 1045,
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£. The Foreign Office was not an executive orgen, It
could only apply for its inforzation to thn Folice
or to tho High Command, ihey do not puestion tha
informetion received from these sources,

3. The Forelgn 0fflce would have 8ladly mccented a T.S.
proposal for the continued exchange of Pua {Fab.1945),
but the High Command sald that lack of transport and
hospitel space would make it impossible to necept at
that particular time. 7hus 1t vas the internal con-
dition of CGermony that caused theip non=acceptancs,
German authorities did not have the time to do eny-
thing sbout the U.s. proposal that German doctora
act in lieu of the iixed Ledlcsl Commissions. In
this respect, he thought, the Geneva Convention a1ad

' need revleing. The first bosis of exchangie of sick
and wounded PWs should be g certificate by a medt-
cal officer of the Detaining Power, and the Mixcd
Lodica) Commizsion then ecould function as a Court
of Appeul.,

4. He personally felt that the U.S. had treated Cerman
Piia feirly.

8. At the end of November op December 1044, Genere}
Gottlieb Berger was appointed to heusd all Py Camps
In Gerpany. bBerger, head of the Viaffen 335 eng
leeder of one section of the political 83,32 gp=
poilnted his own stoff. He aprointed representatives
of the two branches of the S5 that he heuded ns well
a8 meabers of the German Red Croans. 1t wan Albrechits
opinion that Berger made no changes in Fi cuamp guards,
but did plece key men in camps to report to him on
adminiztration. waffen 55, he eald, were sometimes
guords In corps.  Asked whether the $3 toolt over
the comps in July 1044, he replied, "It night deo
true,*

3z. Of the thrass tyrea of 53 in Germany, the wiaffen 38
Toally represented the Army, tho Political &3 dealt with in-
ternal matters, and the rolice 33 vwere the controlling power
of the Germen rollce system. There is, incidentally, some
Quection regarding Berger's position. Kaoltendbrunner, o4 the
her Crimes Yriela, denied that Bergser controlled the "L camns
from Getober 1044 on (a8 was sugueated at tha tire), Insteed,
ho anita, Elmmler, as chief of the GCermen RHeplucoment arwy,

saded all P installatlions and Berger wes the Genoral Deputy
for llmmlerp, el, NCa, Supplement B, p.13¥0=-¢1, Eerports ovn
teatlmony spealcas o his belng, selected e "idmin2stiaton" of
Fas in septen ber 1942, Cf, &CA, SBupplement &, p, 1L55-34.
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Regarding oconcentration eamps, the Foreign Office
knsw of thelr existencs but could not interfere

in such matters. His offiocs 414, however, make
arrangements with the SS that nationals of western
povers would not be sent to such camps., When the
interrogator asked about U,3. nationals in the
Dueneriwald Camp, Albrecht said that, as a matter
of fact, he did know of a few inatences in vhich
this was done, but such cases were noinly due to
error in establishing their nationslity,

Specifically regarding the trestment accorded Amer { -
san PWs, Albrecht explained that the hardships of
the evacuation toward the end of the war were caunaed

+ by the suddenness of the Rusaian advance. Campsa

in Central Germany, he admitted, were already crowded
bofore the influx frcm the east. Thie msde ocondi-
tions "...not as good es they should bs but 1t could
not be helped." The breakdown of raillrosd trens-
portaetion, he added, only added to difficultles.
Albrecht denled the existence of any policy to in-
tentionally mistreat PWs, The "no mistrestment"
policy, he aaid, was primarily the pelicy of the
Qerman Foreign Office ang, incidentally, the policy
of the German High Command, The German populace
volced obJection to the good treatment accorded to
prlsoners of war especially because they received
Hed Cross food in sddition to their German ratlon.
While the Foreign Office unflinchingly insisted on
the FW's right to receive Red Cross parcels, the
Elgh Command wavered, but in the end agreed thet
such assistance could be continued. Albresht
claimed ignorance of any 111 treatment to Fis in

the Western part of Germany.

The Geneva and Hague Conventions, he said, are not
perfect, but they are good. They should have been
applied in this war. Some Germans thought these
Conventlons should have been lgnored, he asdded.

The United Stateas would find Ameriscan property in-
tact end resdy to be handed over to the respective
owners, 1f it was not destroyed dy bombings or
other war causesz,

10.Albrecht could not recall any lnstance in which
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the Germona had conslidered reprisals against treate
mant of Cerpen PWs in the United Stotes.

Analyzing the general outlook esnd ettitude of th1s funew
tionery vho wac by no means wa'mrortent, 1t aprears that he
singe the typleal Cerman refrein, "I'm not responsidle, I
vas told to do 1£." Hiz office wes responsible for nothing
but good; 16 vas the hizher officials vho eatabhlishad pollicy
and thoy could not bo gueationsd, If hardships were in-
curred in tho war, the wa» mas to be blamed, or pertaps,
Impersonal factors auch nz "internal conditiona”, FEe saw
roox for Improvement in intsrnational legizlation but vas
unawares of decleratlions mede contrery to 1nternatioha1 lew
by his own High Command with whom, seven had he not desired
it, he wuz in close llateon,

This may help uncderstend the evidence to follow.




CHAPTEH V
CAITURE CONDITIONS
A+ The Rules

- Articles V and VI of the PW Code define lagal capture
treantment. about the only obligations set up are {1)thes
the Pi mus$ give his neme, rank, end serial number end
(2) that he 1s obliged to surrender military equipment, By
fer the greater emphasis is 181d upon i rights or protec-
tionz. Ho may not be coerced to give information, nor may
he bo "threatencd, insulted or expossd to unpleouncant or Ais-
adventegoous treatoent". Ie may not bo devrived of his per-
sonal belongings and 1% sntitled to keap metal helmois and
&a® maoks, Koney may be talen awny but e recelpt nmust be
given for the amount determined., He cannot be dlveated of
"inslgnie of rank, decorations and objects of valus®,

Articles V1Y and VIIXI govern conditlons inredlately B

aftor capture and likewise stpress rizhts rethor than duties.
The first consideration is to remove prisoners from combat
iones, the purpose obviously being to take tham out of dane
&or. They might be kept in combat zones only 1f they wero
aslck or wounded and ¢ould not be safely moved. If thev gpre
obliged to walk to safety, thoy are not to be talien over
twenty kilomsters per dmy, "unless the necozalty of resching
¥ator end food depots requires longer atasgez”. Captors are
bound to notify the Central Pw Apency 1n Goneva not only the
Nazes of Pis taken, but also their mailin, sddresses, Erlaw

Oners, on tho other hand, rmust be given the oprortunity to
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*rite to their femilfes az soon as posaible, Prisonars cap-
tured at seom were to Lo grented thelir rights ma soon 83 possi-
ble efter they roach port. PRI

The sbove summary, I belleve, dlseloses the "datodnoess”
of the tresty. It seoma touggadietinotly oriented towerd
considerations of land forcas, ithough mention iz male of
captives tukon at sea (presuxably navsl foreces), nothing is
8ald of according protectlon to alr forces., Hotwithstending
the fsct thut Incorporating such mattors into the treaty
would not insure that observsnces would follow, the treaty
could be brou.ht up to date in thia rcapoot.l Teéhnoloaical
2ilitary advances, such as those which boosted ths importe
ance of alr pover, will inevitably have the elfect of tondw
in; to outwode the Convention. The present trend towsrd h
"all out” wurs, providing a semblencs of respect for law 1s
Preserved, must lozd to tho sreater axtension of such pPro-
tectlons as those theoroticslly afforded by the Geneva Cone-
vention.

B. Capture Conditions in Germany

Frobably very few men, unon capture, kner their richts
&8 Plis, ELiitary training films on the subject nera ahown,
but conditlons scldom seemsd to aprroximate tlhose pictured.
lhere wus aonothing unreullstic about tho advics of wn arcy

booklet, If You Should Bo Captured, which su, osted that

——

o, —

1. Saylng that horsos may be confiscated from Pie is
Certainly en wuschronics. article VI
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Pz aslr thelir captors for u copy of ths Cenova Convention in
gngllish se that thoy mi ht better know their righte. 4 Pﬁﬂ
con malze a nulsance of himsolf, but ho csnnot argus with
Bls cantors. & ¢liurette 1l hter misht Do an itenm of por-
aonal uae; but very fovw accompunisd priszonsre throu. h intar-
rogatian.p Capturing peracnnel frequently confiscuted nITI0Y
wvatches, and rin.s ss “souvenira™, For thene, no precelpts
wors glven,

AL0ng the first americans captured were thosze taken in
North rfrica. an anonymous officer, recording hin experiences

in the Infentry Journcl, told how personsl erticles were cone

.ﬁ.zfsfmt.csz’i.:'5 any indiecation by the prisoners thet such ani-
tures dld not sulit them resulted in their boing roushly
treated, Unwounded P¥s not only carried their wounded COMe
rades, but woundsd Cermuns also to eress behind Lhe fi hting.
Uther smsricans L0ld the lioutenunt that thiey weore forcead to
carry buek desd Germun soldiors. ~Zhore war no formrsl intere
rogetion immedietely upon ¢apture, but the 1leutonunt Aue
scribsd what ho auspected waz the "lrlendly arnrosch”, wheras
by a Germun officor, azserting that he wished to fmprove hie
kEnglish, tried to cultivate & convorsation. Sho Gormen ro-

tion consisted pulinly of sauerbrot whlch many prisonors

——

1 ¥« Yhs guthor munnged to keep on "Electrollite”, s flamo-
838 lihtar, oniy by pouing 1Y an an Iinhislutop,

ve ileutenant X, "fen Dayrs a Bazi irisonor,” Infrniry
dournol, LiV, (aw 1044), ZG-33.
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found Aiffiecult to keep down., Once it suscessfully enterad
the digestive systen, 1t bloated the eater with ges. Using
tin cans for utensila, the Erieglea, collected the yest of
thelr host's food: a couple of tablespoons of boiled peas
(dehydratod). 4s 18 ineviteble on any battls area, diarrhea
and dysentery woere rampant.  The unigue German delousing pro-
coss assurrsf all that went through of a plentiful supply of
1llce. From Tunisia the prisoners were transported across
the‘Mediterranean to Iurope, This trip was extremely dis«
tressing. Sent dowﬁ-into the.hold of the ship in large num=-
bers, the prisoners suffered from inadequate ventilation and
tollet facilitles, Absoluﬁely no water was given them., For-
tunately for Lieutenant X, but unfortunetely for others, the
vessel was bombed., Axis personnel quiekly abandoned ship,
Sinking in shallow water, 1t was left with five hﬁndred P¥s,
rany of whom were alek and wounded, to shift for themsolves,
after the bowbing atteck, the Germans sent a power launch %o
¢vacuate the stranded prisonsrs, Yhat was to fellow was de-
gcribed by enother prisoner centured in North Africn: "4
German officer warned ue that fhe further we got from the
Llghting, and the closer to Germany, the worse we would fare.
Brother, he wasn't vrong} "4 |

Seeking something to say iIn favor of Germsn bahavior

la, at beat, g A1fficult task, They did, however, eomply

4, Col. ¢, Hoas Gresning and Sgt. 4angelo M. Spinelll,
Ihe Yankee Krilecies (Nev York: YiCA, 1046), unpaginated,
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with that section of artiele VIII directing thet the Central
Agenoy ol POWs in Ceneva be notifled of capturss of prisoners
of war.d s the waw progresased, hovever, they beceme remiss
in this matter, Goneva was thus sble to ennounce by mid-
1944:

The man of confidence of one Uermen Cemp hss Just
sent to Genova a list of olozs to 3000 nomesz of
s {amorican). This 1g the first informetion obe
tainod about these men,

Captures conditions after June 1944 showed stecdy daters
loratlion. A roqueat by tho Secrotary of State that the
Swisa protest to the Cermans liated the following instances:?

- 1, Betveon June 19-20, 1944, 682 americans and other
Allled nationals wero crowded in%to s 70 by 8C foot
room at Stalag 133 near Chartres, France., They
had no washing or toilet facilities, Hoter was
i1zsued in smounts aepnroximating one cup per man
per day., Some men collapesed for want of food,

2. On June 290, 1944 aixteen amarican non-tomz weore
beaten and kicked by their Cerman guards end by
Geroan eiviliens, These men were marched down the
street 20 thut thoey could be held up to ridicule.

S. & group of smericans captured on June 18th near
Coen were forced to go two days without food. For
three woelks these pame amerlcens wore forced to
perfornm labor prohibited by the Geneva Conventlon
(artlcles JXOXX und XiXII) euch a3 digging up and
helping to detonate unexploded bombs, and bullding
and repairing a landing fl12eld for Germen fighter
Plenes. It was evident, the secretary of Stats
polnted out, thset they were thus elso beinz de-
talned in dongerous eress in contravention of
Aartlecle V11,

Rev. Int., XXV, Lo. 208 (October 1043), 7090,
« ERev., In%., XXVI, Ko. 308 {(June 1944), 4C&.

>

7. Welogrem TX7T danted February 16, 1045 from the Secre.
tary of Stute to the Lroricen Legatlion in Switzepland,




B
i
i
1

48
€. During the severest December weather, imeriecan
prisoners wore stripped of outer garments and
sh:oes upon capture. In exchenge they reoosived
wooden shoes and old clothing. keny severe cases
of frozen feet reculted, soma of whiech, szi¢ the
Seorotary, may subssquently necessitate aputation,
Again, adbout 2ll that ¢en ba sald in Cerman favor vas that
thoy forvnried to Censva notices of Sapture and notlices of
death B They also allowed American PWa to mall capture ecurdsa
from collection camps in France.®
"Although 1t was by no means unigue, the capture of 4lw
Foroce perzonnel) deserves special attention. Thia 1s fue not
oenly to the fact that air comdat resched unprecedentad ox-
tents in world war 1I, but also because 1t appears that the
Gerzans wished to accord "special attention” to the enemy

they so frequently tebbed Terrorfliesor. 1In sketchy terms,

an airxan's gefenzenschuft wes as follows.

then the unfortunate day came for the typleal A, ¥,
Kriegle~to-be, he found himself in an aireraft dlissbled by
fighters or flal, frentlicly checking his parschuts hernecea,
Nevor having mace a practice Jurp @14 not hindor him for o
Zoment, for there waas something sinieter aboud burning metal
&nd feathersd propellers. If he was over enexy territory he
would most certeinly be received by at least one armed Ger-

Ban, Gulte sbruntly he bacame a rrisoner of wer,

8. Rev. Int.,, AXVI, No. 811 (Noveuber 1544}, 850,

9. EHev. Ink,, AXVI, No. 504 (August 1944), €850-57,
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Still shaky from his most recent experfonce, ho was -
ken to the neurast nilitary instullation for tuestioning,
He vos Immedlately ceprivad of monay and velupb) ae which
niht asslst 4n an esecape attempt. His flving attire, rhich
moal certalnly would malte him conanicuous, was confliacsted,
For this he could be grateful, for £lying attire fracuently
zarked a man g3 a speciael target for dirty looks, thrests,
3pit, and stones. His next destination wps le rensym in-

terrogation center, Lulag Luft located once ot I'rankfurt,

later et wetzlar.lo Tha campts speciulty was solftarr con-
finement which wae meted out without stint, tha theory baing
that isolution loosensd the tongue. (uesrtioning verisd, The
dlverse types will be describod below. Prisoncrs were ro-
turnsd to solitary at the whim 6: the interrogstor., Tvo ex-
tended doses woers cuetonerily the 1imit., .Aftar his releuse
Irop tho modern In;uisition, the P received his £irst Red
Cross aild in the form of e "capture parcel”, This contained
incldentally, his Capture card, the first official notice of
his eopture vhich was forwarded to Genoewa and from there
w48, In turn, sent to the Tuy Départmont.

Following the Tulng, the prisoner wus taken to ¢ dlotri-

bution center. after counle of doys of reuniona sng

s

Sxupred experiences, he wus sont by treinlonds to hiz purna-

1

n l1le

e

Rent camn, which was, ut leaxt untl) zome timn i,

[~

10. Imrchsien,lscar dep luftvalle,
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under the control of the Inftwplfe,

ihis probably seems g rether moderate procadure in ths
absence of the too-frezuently gruocomn detuils, That such
things occurred, howsver, cen be easlily shovm. .Dopositions
prepared by Pis while thoy were still 1n German custody tell,
for instence, of an airman belng shot by eiviltans £® ho was
descendin,; in his chute, The same men, g sergeant, %oz ro-

fused first ald by the Bur.ermeistar of the toun he canme

down‘in”Velgastf'and. 23 & result, Aled en route to a hos=-
pitul apparently from loss of blood.ll Another officer
testifled thut he witnosned the fatel shooting of two parge
troopers by Germon aoldiara.12 Aobassador Harrison 4n Seit-
terlund received atatements of thirty-one Air Force officers
@eclaring that they hsd been beaten and generally mlatreated
By Gormen soldlers and c¢ivilians in the presence of Cermun

Aray offlcials who in no Ray 1ntervanad.23

The attecks

came from various levels: Qestano privates gna of{icers, the
Heimwehr, the tehrmocht, the Berlin City police, the rure.-
Yaffm, the Lancdvaecht, and assorted c;vilians amon,; whom was

8ven the How Brandenbery town veterinariasn. .n americen

o

11, zneclosurs No, 1 to Alrmall Totter 311287 to Seereatary
O State duted Junms Oy 1945. Deposition of Lieutenunt leveratt,

1% Ib14, Enelusuro 3. Deposition of Lisutenan: Patriclk,
khile the Luratrooper 1s not unique regarding pu status, his
EEQE.QE comoul does meke hitm Alfferent from o ballesd QUL flvep

bng o 8%, purasps, account for dome of the Instences cited
ﬁl‘ein.

- 13, “elogrom 5541 from Harrison to seeratary of S4nto

 Gatog Avcuat g, 10944,
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officer repatristed in early 1945 testified that a fellow
American, Herbert Gibers, vhen captured by the Geatapo after
having terporarlly evaded apprehension, wae beaten so scverely
that he lost ths uss of both legs for a time.14 an alrmen,
Captain Eddie Printon, vho landed unwounded upon a Serlin
baleony, was plcked up by the Sscurity Police. Ne wes pro-
nounced dead upon arrival at his destinstion.l® Humerouna
other ‘Instences lie behind such wires as the following ment
by Secretery Stettinius, ¥hioh says in part:

Ihe U.S5. Government continues to receive reports

from reliable sources that americen aviators who

have parachuted from their Alseebled eruft heve been

altecked and kllled by German military personnel,

officials, and civilians, 16
It 1s evident, thus, that Air Force personnsl wers far from

belng in an enviable position during their gefangenschalt,

14, alrgraem A-227 froam Acting Secretary of Sitate Orew
to Bern, deted March 24, 1945,

15. Telegrem 4345 from Bern to the Secretary of State
dated July 15, 1044,

16. Telegrem BA3-2781 from Secrestary of State Stettinius

to Bern, dated fuguat 10, 1944, This wire, substantioted by
* 8peclific instences of German practices agalnat which the U.5,

wished to protest, mentions anong other things, an erticle

frpesring in the Voelklscher Beobechter on ¥ay 2f1=+8 vhich

ss+Cen be viewed not only &s an acmission of the loas of

euthoritative control over the civilian population, but as

abetting reprehenalble acte of violence sgsinst prisoners

°f war whose protection 1ia guaranteed under existing codes

of civilized warfare. %he publication of such artieles

® en invitution to murder, and 1t is not eatonishing that

&8 & resuvlt thercof, acts of violence.,.oceurrec,,,."

L
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Again Yooking at the largor plcoturs regarding capture
conditions in Gerzeny, ro Now aprroach what wes cometimen
called "the beyinning of the end”,  Vast numbers of American
infantpy psrsonnol wore ¢aplured iIn December of 1044, a
Geneva ecamp report on Stalag IV 8 (luhldberg) renorted that
five thousand imsrican Fra were interned there, the oven=
shelmin, mniority of whom were ¢aptured on the Zo-tern Eront
during the second half of Decexber. In November, a feu
montha before, thers haa boen only 414 anerlicang there.17 A
deposlition of m lieutensns captursd on the :9th of Decexdar
ef{irms that ho was taken to a "Slave Labor Cemn" at §pum
at rhich most of the workera werce american KCOn taken during
thoe Ardennes offensive, Foreed to work on ronds ane Tell-
roads, the men were fed tventy small cruckers ana onoe tenth
of & can of chnese per day for this labor.18 Irzmedinte im-
Plications of being eaptured in the Ardennes offensive worn

told to Bewswnal's foscow correspondent by Lt. LEverstt

kurray who recountea heving gons thrae Anys without food
uron capture.lg ihe fourth day, on which his sroup had to
Rarch "gnother“ elghtaen kilometers, they were fed tvio
bolled potatoos aplece. The man ware then blllated in nllle

Poxss; wers siven no blankets. kor three succenalve dave

N

17. P& Bwlotim, 111, Ne. 3 (iarch 19¢5),

18, Mnclosure No. /1 to Alrmall Letter 11857 to Seeroe
tary of Stete datoed Juno €, 1045, DPonosition of It. arunss,

X 19,  "rrom Nazt crutalitien to Soviet Gnre - on toot,"
w’ PO (ﬁ.;‘.ril 9’ l@éb), 50-e0,
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they agein recoived nothing to ent, This was interrupted by
the order to resume marching eastward, on vhiech ocecnsion
each men ot one sixth of & loaf of breaa,20 On the follow-
ing four Aavs' march the men wers glven a borl of aoup each
day and a amall package of “dog biscuits®, Tha Lirat hed
Cross food was ypiven when the gronp renchad hirgos {probably
Rurges vhieh is located about 130 miles sast of the Ardennern
forest) et whieh time ons Hed Cross parcel wae glven for
every ten men. The aszemblegs ultimately reached Stalag 1V
B (uﬁhlbarg) arfter n fouf day train ride Suring which time
they wore not onee allowed off the padlocked boxenrs, The
officers in the &FOup, for mome unfortunate reason, ware then
9 assl ned to 0flag 64 in Folund, where on the tmenty-Lirat of
January they began a return (westwardr march in o vain effors
to outdiatence the Russlans,

In Belpglium there ccocurrsd the infamous Ealnedy mosaners
in which over one hundred amerioan Pua vere slauwchtered after
they hud surrendered, '+ Althouyh at the time of this writing
(August 1949) a senate Subcormittes 1s 1nvestigating charges

‘ thet the Germans were intimldated into making fulse econfesa
8ione, Soventy tvwo Nazls wers convicted of thae erice. Sinceo

then sentences have been corpmated on a vholesnle n¢cele,

e

?0. Vthen 1t Qi 2p: ear, Jorman bread urually cemo in an
Undervet hi z kilogram loaf, ihus each mon vould have
Tecolved legs than 12 suncesn,

ﬁa i, cr. u, Se House of Roprenentativea, “vaentﬂgntions
Of the Natlonal Lar oflort," 7eth Congress, iirst secaioms

N30 Renort 74 (iashin ton: ¢ro, 1048), p. G,

i
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The Germens must have sson indlicetions that their er.
forts rora repldly being overvhoelmed by those of the 411 4as,
it was, perhaps, betsuse of this that they stima furthoer Qin-
regarded the Geneva Convention., In January 1045, memherg of
an imericen military niasion, woarling uniforms, vho were can=
tursd behind the Gormun front in the Balkans, ware telren tn
the Ynuthausen Concontration Cump vhers they weors uhot.ze
Such an incldont 1llustraetes the frenetic capture policy
that american ceptives wers faced with,

C. Interrosation

Aabout all that can be egtq generally of interrogstions
18 thet all the information e prisoner was obii,ed to give
%28 his name, ranikt, end serial number, While thers vas no
Mule prohibiting the Germana from moking further inquirion
with tho prospect of obtalning nilitary information, thoy
far oxceceded ths bounds of lew {end decency, if 4t 1s an
accoptable criterion) in the monner they condueted their in-
terro.etionns as the following evidence will ghow, If a
Prisoner chose to pevenl Information, und a faw undoubtedly
d1d, that was his decislon to meko, article V, however, was
hritten‘to_protect priabnera vho had no attsckrments to the
Sneny ond would refuse to help them in uny weYs It wee they

o ware not to be "threatoneq, insuited, or exposed to

———

——

L. Iplul of the Madtor ar Criminnls {Huresberys, Gore
Rany: the internastions. Militery irivvnal, A4, 1, Twnt.
Alfudpvit of sdolrh zutte, AGJutsnt of the kauthouven Cone-
Centration Cumn, '
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unpleasant or disndvantageous treatment of eny kind vhetavewn, "

Although the point might, I suppose, be dlsputed, ments}l an-
gulsh obviously fells under this last category.,

Upon arrival at on interrogation camp in CGermany, a
Krisgie was invariebly glven a dose of 20litary confinement,
Intended to soften him up for interrogation, this Quarantine
lasted anywhere from one dey to several weeks, in e bare
cell‘with nothing evident to oceuny his mind, it vas thought
that he would more eagerly seck someone to talk to..., even
if 1t were tho Cerman interrogator, If the prisoner changesd
nis attitudo about telking at thas time, 1t was customary
to let him meditate a vhile longer In =z besrren cell,

Kethods of approech varisa botwesn two extremes, 2t one

end was the "talk, or else..." modus overandi; at the oppo-

81te end was the indirect "let's be friends" tack., ' The late
ter wgose by no means as popular as the former, for 14 usually
proved slightly ridiculous to be conversing asbout & mutually
"accoptadle” topic and suddenly fina o "significant™ question
POPPing in from nowhere.23 Ballking at this point, the pris-
oner wzas then usuelly told by his interrogator thet trhers
¥as rezlly no information he conld give that German intelli-
£ence was not slready in possession of. vany & priaoner was
16t 1n open-mouthed wonderment &s all the rilitary installa-

tions he had been at through his training were recited to him

—

-

23. Cf. Quy ¥organ, FON (~oncon: whittlesey, 1045) D. 42,
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’ and sven, perhaps,‘whara end when his untt resched coxbat,
Germans wanted thelp warde o think that they lnew 211 the
ensyers,

The other aprroach mey be seen from information sent
the Secretary of Stete from Bern,<4 In this 2nstence g
groun of offfcera upon arrivsl at Luckenwslde {“telng 11T &)
got the telen- for-granted "s0litary" asslunnent, Durling
this periong they wore allovea to drink only during thein
morniﬁg vashing period curing which time they recesveg rough
treatzent from the guarda for "bvcruse" of water. Tha rris-
oners vere forbidden to look out thelir cell window; 4isobsdi-
ence resulted in the outside shutters belng clocsd, 1saving

. the cel) in comylets darknass, The food during ihe nins o

| twenty days of golitery wgs described asg belng uwnzelatable,
interrogation toolx Place malnly in the cells, A Qargpan cap=
taln who conducted the inquiries said that if no 1nforuation
*as given, tha prisonors would remain incercerated for sevaral
Jeers or until tne end of the war, He 2130 stated that tue
treatuent they were getting was only retallation for the

- Irsatment glven Gerwen pPag by the British, The r2cort con=-
¢ludes by noting that the officers were coerced Into signing
$latazonts that they were well treated. Ths re.ortep condends,
in Oonelusion, that the men were reloused only because thetr

t2lls wope needed for a now batch of prisonoera,
o

é’ J “4. Teleyram 6 from Bern %o Jecretury of ~tete, deted
Muary 1, 1344,
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Another officer attested that he wes struck on the lavw

by & civillan (whose duty end reason or presence were not
apparent ¢to him) vhen he'rcruaed to unsrax queatlona.ds
Alr Force interrogntion took Place elrost exclunively

at Dulag Iuft locuted at Oberusel nsop Fronkfort am mafn.

British and aAmericen airmen wore transported srest distanoes_
to ba brou ht thers for questionins.:ﬁ Again the epprosches
varied. One of ths favorite ruses used to extract informa-
tion was the felte Red Croas rorm.27 Told that £111in; ous
thias "neutral” questionnairs would facllitate their eaptuve
belny reported, the unsary prisoner mi nt aaaily vblunteer
information that no interrosator could have L0t. Fackeogea
¢f amorican cigarettas wapa "inducemanta" dan. led before to-
bacco-starved 0I's who may have gone weoks without a smokeo,
The ;imsricun legation in Bern wired a rather socurate des-
Sription of this center to the Sscretary of sState, 2’ The
description, it was 2ald, wa® @ composite picture deriveqd

{rom interviews eith Pis who had baen interrogated thero,

—

6. Enolosure 3 to Alrmail letter 11897 duted Juns o,
igéf from sern to Secretary of State, Deposition of Lt.
ouls,

“#86. jor eéexusmple, one informunt, Lt, Vigger who was
8hot down in the kedlterranesn oli tne tip ol uorth africa
8pent hia rive days there from kareh “0-79, 1943, 1his was

étor recorded in his Sier Lo., p. 69,

7. “ihis 1a Your nemy”, aip Force, axvlil (danuary
1948), 13, T

‘B, Tele,rom 5660 from Rern to Secrotary of State,
dnted Luguut 0, 1944,
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The Bern ugant noted that, "1t is possible that the report
is colurad somevhat by the unpleasunt memorles of the Fowa, "
The following BUNRlary may expluin their Toelln.a.

Upon arrival at the genter, the prisoners are virtually
.unolothed. Someti: o3 receipts are siven for confiscates
personul property. They are then put into 3ir by 1% foot
cells. =zach c¢oll has un opuque slass window vhich 4a con-
staqtly closed, 7The bed, mude of elther iron or wood, hons
a strnw-aturredlmuttreas, no pillow, anc one blankut, vhile
in solitary, the Piis leave thias enclosurs a couple times each
day to 20 to = filthy latrine.

Food 1a meager and misorable, It constiats of two pleces
of broad, a mmall amount of margerine, and a cup of ersatc
tea or coffee glven at € a.X. At noon g thin soup 1z doiea
out, Tho "breskfams:” nonu 1s repented in the evenling, Ho
Red Crose food 1a glven at all durin, interrogation. Other
ceprivations includ; reading muttor, clguraties, and cxercise.

after an avaraaé of a wesk in 30litery, prisoners ura
brought psfore un interrointor and ars questloned in in.lish,
haturyiiv, meny more qQuorles thun thosas authorizea ure aalad.
ihe Germens say thut they must be given this Information be-
fore Fu rihts cun be cranted. dhis brincs forth varfous
¥eaponsea., Prisoners sho declins to talk ore kert in sols-

tary, fpeciflicaily known cnnes rangsing up to tronty -tvo
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thirty one, end thirty'seven days¢29 Fu:ther guastioning
ray take the "friendly" twist., Trying to obtain the inter-
rogee’'s confldence and induce him to mcke statements, it is
not unusual to hear mentioned the nemes of comrades or vari-
ous other familiar detalls that may be gotten from Cerman
intellizonce files (ragardiﬁg Lamlily, home btown, etc.).

4ppealing to thelr hunger 1s alsc common. The contents (food

end clgarettes) of Red Cross parcels, allagsedly obtelined from
amerlcana who heve left them behind at hospital installations,
are sonetlmes placed before prisoners at their interrogation,
ihen this type of questioning nets no results, threects are
made. The FPé 18 told that if he dosz not open up he will
elther be hung or shot, JIn aome caces (apparently where 1¢
was strongly suapected that the Pi was in possession of vital
informagtion) econtinued close-mouthednesa meant turning over
the prisoner to the Cestepo who interned him in a Frankfurt
rrison for further questioning.so

Hotwithstandling the fuct that article LXXXVI estublishes

=@, Enclosure Lo. 1 to Dispatch 7535 dAuted Janvary 13,
1944 from iajor w.r¥. Todd, Senior Amerlicen Ofiicer at Dulag
Luft, to thies uwiss Legation charges that Cfilceva vore kent
in unhested solitery roows for as lon., as 45 days for re-
iusling Lo give more Informstlon thea thut resuaroed under the
bonova Conventlon., article LIV gpeclfies that the durstion
°f & single punishaient ray not excoed Lnirty devio

S0, article LVI staubes: "in no case 2y vrisoners of
Wuar' be trunsferred to venitentlary establishwents (rriscas,
“eniteatlieries, convict prisons, ehc.) therwe to WG T, O
diseinlinery punisheent,”
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the right of the Protacting Power to vielt 211 rnlsces vhenr
rrisoners are Interned, the CGermans never ¢1d pernit unline

1ted Inspactlion at the Dula*.sl

Pollovwing dismiassal, nris.
on2rs were zent to a4 dlstirlbutlon center ud ietzlor. T4 has
been suggested that the reletively good treatmsnt recelvod
there waa desiined to meke the Krlegle forget the interrosn-
tion treatment meted out at Oberurasi. During the short
stay groups were fornmed for transport to rermancnt Luftvalle

camps, Alter a Jjournoy via boxcar ranging from two to five

deys, thls cexp was reached,

31, The firast red Cross report on ulag Luft dutea
Merch 4, 1943 wes aprarsntly lirmited %o tho inflizzary of that
Canp whore incidentnlly, the rosorturs thought conditZons
Y¥opre satlsfactory. cof, Hev, Int., XXV, Xo. Z6%, (ka3 1643},

SO e
v lg,
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CHAPTER VI
PRILONER OF wWAR CAXPS
Ae Locations

At varlous stages in the wur, German prissner of war
cempa literally existed all over tha continent of kurore,
ihey rooched from the Baltie 3ea in the north, to the septen=~
trional bordera of Spsin in the mouth; from the Breat penin-
sula In the west, to Sofis in thé east, actually, hovaver,
ths .reateat bulkx of thae canps ¢ould bs found in Germony
prup;r. Zhoas in conauered areas (Bolgium, ¥rance, Hungary,
Polund, Bulgarla, Denmark, ete.}) wore relativelvy few in num-
ber,

During the earlisat etages of tha wnr, cemp loqations
sore kept aecrst, In communiquéa and communications tha
Germans would indlcots the name of a camp and the nationsli-
tles detained therein vithout any mention of lceetion., 4
knoulad;e of the boundaries of Germun mYlitery diotricts
could, however, cive a rouzk 1dea of the location, Thuz, the
Cazp refarred to asa Stalas V C would be knoun to ba someuwhers
in the rifen mllitary district, Then came a time shan the
3ecret of location could no longar be preserved. Tho occase
lon: tha Sending of rellef shipments from the Internstional
ed Crosz in Geneva. Conaignments had to beer sone nrdresa.
iho Jsrmuans, deairin, that Red Cross eld be roendored, soon
8fter 1ssucd tha railrosd stetion nemoes, to which firel ns

\
€ould bs forwarded for sp00if¢ comps,”
.
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Comp cdasiynations ars brioeflr explained. A Stermlnrser,

sbbrevioted Zialrep, 12 a permansnt esmp for nont ¢oms or en-
J1sted men, excludling 2ir Fores personnel, or & base cemp
from which vork detachments were szent out. Comnr for a’r

force prisonors wers dosignoted as Stalng Iuft, or Sincmlincer

¢or Iuftrelfe. an Ofleq, or OLfizier la.er, %s obviously a

camp for Ufflcer personnol, A linrles, or Marine Iecer, con-

tolned nuvel personnrel. 4 Lulei, or Imrchegen.slpper, was

the transient cump from shich asafgnments to permenent ecsmpn
wore male, Injured or wounded prironars wera nometinen An-
el ned to a Zasnret, or military hoapital. %hese warlous
typo camps, us mentioned hefore. could be found throu hout
Goromany. 1The Stale,s customarily bore a Koman numerel,

dentifying in which iehrkralas (of the twenty-tvo militasry

dlstricta comprising ths Greater Helch) they ¢ould be found,
Stalegs desi;nated by en irabic numeral (244, 357) bore no

relation to the Lehrkrelss syatem, Likeslse, Luft Comp mura=

bors were not assoclated with the militery diatricts in
saich they were located.2 Lazarats customnrily Lore the
Ruader of the camp to which thay wsre atisched. . roster
°f camp locations ean bs found In Appendix A. Tt is roscie
®la thet locations cited ars not completely accurute, fov
S¥en tho Frovost &iarshal Conoral's office resuestod curing

the wup that thev bo notified of cump changey roveplod

€. Pu fulletin, IX, Xo. 17 {(Decorber 1944),




&3
trrough lettera to next of kin. 0ff1clal channels, eprarsnily,

could not keep them up 10 date, It hes been estimated that at
ths end of 1044 there were in Gormany a total of 180 base camps
(stalags, Oflags, [uft Stalegs) and 100,000 work detachments
dotaining anyvhere from ten %o one thoussnd prisoner=.% Iue
to the circumstances of the period, it is virtually imposaible
to sntimntes at how many of these americana werse to be found.

' B, Safety

':ro sasure the relative aafety of prisonsers while in Qda.
tention, the Convention of 1929 provided, by Ari:icle IX, that
¢anps should be neither in desleterious climates nor in areos
: Jeopardized by fighting or bombardment, ©hile nature re-
' zeinod characterized by reletive stoblility, aerial bombard-
eent underwent drastie changes in World %War I3, shile Allied
bozbers wers undoubtadly within rssoh of all campa, knowledge
- of thelr exlstance naturally evoked consideration In the se-
loction of military objeotivea. There were, nevertheless,
Inatences in which Amerlcens wore ondongered to varlious ex-
tmts due, perhaps, to a oomb:.nat on of factors; one bsing
their camp locatlons, the other beiny "errors” in the bomd-
Ing accurccy of 21lied alrcraft.
_ Aed Cross estimates establish the number of FW camps
bozbed or machine~gunned in Cermany and in occupled Frsnce

[ .1
being about thirty.¢ Of thess, tho majority woere located
M—_

3. Bb Bulletin, I1l, ho. 4 (April 1045).

- Rarort of the ICKC, I A, 318. Yhe ontinmate covera
) Omber 1943 to tay 1048,
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in the Hhine Valley, Perhaps by coincldence, st the enad of

1843 an inquiry was made of the Germans as to why a Iure

¢omp, which had been in e country location, was tronsferyed

to the outskirts of a Hhine town, thereby expoalng the pus
to greater dunyger from aerial b<>mbardn:uent;.5 O the priascners
exposed to such dangers, the malority were probably those
ezployed on work detuchments, especinlly those on Kormando
establishments attached to railroeds or factories, or those
Ioc;ted in heavily populated diatricts, Although there is
Ro indication whether it was the exception or the Tule, tha
OKi in a releass dated September 12, 1944 atated that not
one American PW working on Munich work detachments had been
lnjﬁrad &8 a result of air rafda during July of that year.e
In August, an Internationsl Red Cross cable notified amert-
¢en authorities th:t two Americens had been killed at Stalsy
%98 during en air reid.”

In late Decouber 1844, sixty american Cfficers ware
killed during & retd on Limburg, Stalag XIX 4, whors they
¥¢re detuined at the time, was located precariousaly close

o the raflroan marshelling yards that were, apoarently,
-— |

S. Ibidg, footnote 1, p. 310,

3 8. Quoted 1n Tele ram GE#-63% from Leland Earrison to
Gcretary of State dated Septewmbor 22, 1044,

7. Telecram ‘716 from Stettinius to Bern Autod

. Auﬁuat ?’ 194&1‘.
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the intended target.8 Information from Paris, esserting
that the camp was only €00 yards from the marshalling yards,
vas the basis for a U,S, protest.?

Sefety precautions against bomburdment vwithin the campsa
sere,apparently, the aubje?t of further U.S. constornation
es the following excerpt of a talegram by acting Jecretary
of Stale Grew pttests:

Qovernment of the United States views with the

groutest concern the ruling of the Germen High

Comnand prohibiting the construction of elr rald

sholters in ¥OW cam% at which american alr Force

personnel are held. _
In spite of the eforementionsd incldente, an unsiined article
(probebly written by the editof. G1lbert Redfern) in the
Frisoners of sar Bulletin, mentioning thaet the ¥ar snd State
Departments had teken up this matter, seid, "...1it 1s undepe
*tood to be thetr considered opinion that the Germans have
aot delibarately pPlaced prisoners of .var where they might

W
be in serious danger of being hit by aliled bomds, " # This 1s

e 'n°thez"axamplo of catering to next of kin morale, 1+

Ce Adminiatrstion

., Until some time in 1644, the UKe azsumed complste
. e

8. 1Telegram 707 from Bern to Secretsry of Stuis dated

- February 3 T164s,

] 8. Telegram 62 from Paris to the Secretory of sState
ated January 7, 194S. )

10. Telegram 387 rrom Grew. to Bern datsd Junuory 23, 1945.

V. Py Bulletin, 1iI, Ho.5 (May 1945)
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Juriadictzon over PR camps., Under this set-up, correaponding

pranches of service assuned $immediate responsibllity for

- aimilar brenches of Pils. Thus, a Marine 0ffizler would hezd

a navel camp, a Iuftwsaffe parason would commend an airmen's
eump, oto. Of the (ommandents, 1% hus beon estimsted that
~sbout one third of them hed themselves bsen prisonera of

var In Vorld tar 1.12 t‘;‘.upplamentary tralning included a six
‘wesk courae on the terms of the Genevs Convention. These
circumstunces end this training must have imparted to thesze
simintstrative officers soms empathy and un&erstandiug of the

- P¥'e plight. In contradistinction to the era of 55 control,

~this was @ fortunate period for prisoners of wer.

| Testimony offered nt the Huremberg trials asserted thet
i Martin Bormenn, Secretary to the Fuehrer and liesd of the Nazil

farty Chancery, (who was belng tried in ubsentia) at the time

be had issued the secret oclrcular proxalbiting rolice measures

~ %uinet those civiliens who perticipated in mod actions Ai-

Tected at dinglo-american airmen, i1ssued open orders which

took the Jurisdletion over Pws away from the OKi and handed

it over to Helnrich Eimmler. This order of Septenbor 1043
dil‘ﬂctad. further, thut all PW camp cozmsnders should be

Wer orders of locul 85 cdm:mdera.m’ Thus, while the
———

17, 8,000,000 POus,” Fortune, XXVII (Feb. 1943), 1o,
13. nca, II, 903,  Document 0S8-PS.




&7

personnel in lmmediate charge were not chunged, there had
taken place sn obvious move to shift top level res;ponzlvility.
cormann, sarly in 1944, as a spolkesmon for the O6, ordered
Hazl Perty Jurisdietion over prisonors of var ﬁarticularly
shen thoy were employed as forced labor.l4 Calling for
harsh snd drutel treatment of allied captives, hc directsd
thet fireamsa and ¢orporal punianrent not be withhslé in
exacting lubor services. Shortly before, ths Secratary of
State had roceived information that S3 control was bacoming
a fact, 1 Rellable aouﬁoos divulged that & Colonel close to
SS elrcles was being groomed for ths Job of Dirsctor of the
CEi Prisoner of %ar Information Bureau. 4186 plan: wers bee
in; formuleted to asaign the organigation and ths guarding
of PW camps to supsrior police authorlities, At ths momant
58 officers in Wehrmacht uniform wers in churgs of recrulting
P¥ gamp personnel. Ihus, 1t was contended, S3 officers
*ould soon couplately replace Bahrmucht officers. 1In the
licht of thls informution, creconce 1s lent to the contentions
of Dr. Albrecht,1®
Ds ICRC Visits and Heports
Suzzaries of ICKC visits to PW camps in the United States

"ention specific installstions such as Camp Crovder, Fopt
.

l4. 1Ib1c. Document 6568-18,

16, Teleyram 8167 from Born Yo Secretary of State

Uated Docersben 16, 1944,

16, See abavo. P. 40.
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Leonard wood, etc. Similer summaries of wisits té Cercan

eampsd or labor detachments made before Novenber 1943 41c not

speelfy in a like manner,l? Thus, while no vizits to ameri-

cen PWs were noted until mid 1943, the visiis mede subsequently

to installatlions including smericans, Livo no olue £o the
number of Americens thus served. In the month from July 1%
o August 15, 1945 the Red Cross snnounced that its ropro-

sentatives bad visited eieven oflags, stulace, lararets, and

work dﬁtachmonta in wehrkreise II; nine in Aistrict VII: two
in district XI5 ons in X; end one 1n IV.}® thile wo may sur-
mise that americen personnel may at.this time have been held,
for inatance, at Stalags II a, 11 B, their work detachments,
end luft I in the second militery district, thers s no way
of knowing whether these were smong the eleven installutions
vislted in thet area. Beginning in November, however, the
honthly summary of visits specified which caxps in s specific
militery district the Red (ross delegaten had reached.lg
Thus, from November £B to Deccmber 17, 1943, out of sixteen
instgllations contacted by Red Cross delegates, we know
that two harbored american personnel,

Roports of visits made varied, Being man-zade thinge,

the humun, subjective factor, of course, wes as Iimportent as

A

7. ¢f, Rov._Int., XXV, No. 300 (December 1943}, 940,
18, Pev. Int., XAV, No. £87 (September 1943}, 637,
19, Cf, Lev, Int., XXVI, XNo., 301 {Januar: 1944;, 5.
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the situation surveyed. CQonorally, howover, it cen bs satd

thuat the delegates maintained an unexotionsl impartislity in
thelr doasiers. Henos the reports offer a rather uccursts
delineation of the camps concerned. Following aro condensa-
tions of reports on several iAmerioun installiutions,

Stalag II B, an of March 1944, waw composed exclusively
of americans, Humbering several thousunds, over half thefir
nuwber stayed at tho base Oomp while tho romainder were sent
out to forty-two work detachﬁenta. Thelr iabora were aprroxi-
matoly 90% agriculturel, 105 industrial or craft-like. Tro

cated Just outside a small town (Hamzorstein), the cemp stood

.. on a sandy expanss completely exposed to the winds. ‘ha win-

tors were very cold; tho summers wares very hot., Pach of the

~ three large barracks were dfivided into tvo sections By an

intervening bathroom-washroom chember. Each half«barrack
housed more thun two hundrod men who 8lept in throo=tiered
. woodun bunks. although thers were slectric 11ghts throughout,
thoy ware 80 fesbles that 1% was izpossible to resd or write in
the evenini. Each half-barrack had two or three lerge stoves
for heating purposos, but only insufricisent warmth could be
€alned from the sixteon kiiogroms of conl allotted oach day

for esch stove. Under Bo circumstance could this ration hent

' ~.l room of this size, certuinly not vhen broken windows wero

R0t roplased. aleo the barrack roofs lesked.

Bedding consisted of un insufficiently stuffed mattress
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and two dlenkets, one issued by the German government, the
other by the Red Cross. Food, prapared in a centrsl mess in
three modern eauvldrons, was carried to individual barracks in
wooden buckets, Eating was made difficult by the lack of
utensils, Howover, eight hundred esrthen plates wers going
ﬁo be distributed and others were expected in the ecoming days.
Glothing.appeared satisfactory, each Pk having a uniform,
rhlle those that workéd had two. Everyone had a pair of
loather shoee; men vho worked at agricultural pursuits were
asking for another pair, Everyone had underwear. Tailors
and cobblers kept the slothes and shoes in repair,

Although there was no camp canteen, the men coulq buy
three cigarettes daily, one razor blade per month, snd two

boxes of matches per month, Beer could be consumed to %the

extent the men wished,
 The cemp had a disinfeotion station and a modern showsp

station whieh was elways in operation end thus permitted the

Pt to take three or four warm showers per month, Barracks!

_ ¥ash basins were eguipped with taps which had an uninter-

TMipted supply of potesble water. Needs were estimated to be
8t least a thousand uniforms for the large number of new
arrivala,

Deseribing the health situation, the delegate noted that

®ne room of the deslgnated 1nt6rmary wvas used for hospitali-

*etion purposes. In 1t the sick ocoupied double bunks. Of

f,t'° other rooms, one wes used for medical treatments end the

- Other ror dreasings. It 1s to be noted that the Infirmary -




o

D TR T -

£ e e it e e

i
i

; .
i

L

¥\

P

tends only to those who are not soversly sick; serious cases

are token to a nearby lpzaret which offers excellent faoils-

ties. Like a small hospltal, 1% can teke esre of all opera-

tlons, was eguipped even for specialized medical enalysisc,.

- Thers wers forty sick men in the Infirmsry at the time of the

vislt. DNany suffered with furuncular inflamuations {boile),

. Attention was offered by two American &octors snd two medica

*ho, together, tended from thirty to forty slick patients
every day. In sddition to the above, another half-barraclk

shalters_rour hundred men with stomach troubles and gnother

‘one hundred who coh™not work (tventy of the latter having

touches of non-ulecerated tuberculosis). The doctors report
that those that work are in good hesalth ené have experienced
no epldemics. Medlcal needs include serums agalngt tetanus,
typhus, and diphtheria. There ha¢ been no deaths tntil the

time of this report. The doctors asked furiher that o mixed

. medical commission put in an apreesrance to examine the in-

Valids for repatriation. Although there was no wsmerican
Centist, one of another nationallity administered dental

attention. He comnlainod of the scareity of professional

' %0013 eng eguipment and asked that the Red Cross send some.

Spirituel needs vere administered by twe chanialns who

- 8u41d ines every day,

The men had books, playing cards, and a sports ayes.
L4 ’
<here weg an orchestra and a theatre groum also.

Every man, Including thoze on worlk detnohuents, raselved
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8 full Red Cross fool parscel ecch week, Considering that

Red Cross requests would be filled, the reporter concluded

‘that the eamp was aatiafactoryfzo

A subsequent report on Stalag II B indicated that cone
ditions had retroiresssd, The work datachments had bscoma
80 acattored that it was impossible for the representatives
of the Proteoting Fower to visit them alljﬁgile the "ohronle
overcrowding” at the main lager continued., It was mentionad
alao that a year previously prisoners had bsen shot while
attempting to escape and that next of kin had been notified
of thelir deaths,d

0f 3talag III B (Furstendarg) where, at the end of 1943
about 3000 Americons were concantrated, o representative of
the War Prisonsra ald of the YXCA 8ald, "On the shole the
Natis have treated smericen and British prisonera well and

lived up to the terms of the Geneva agreemcnt governling such

_ Ratters."™ Tha Red Cross food Dercels, he rerorted, enablad

the Kriegiles to ent botter then Cerman civilians, %

By mid - 1944, a8 in the caze of most othor campa, Red
Croas reports indicated thot the mon at III B wore aubjectad
- to "overerowding, insufficient eleciric light, Insufrficient

fuel for heatin,, and insufficlent hot weter for washing

L

*O. HRow. Int., XXVI, No. 304 (april 10<4), ©gn-o1.
?10 -@3 Bul:@tin. II’ Ko. © (Septembar‘ 1944’.

Xy *2s  "amoricun Prironers in a Gurman Cemp”, Neawensl,
11 {uctober 13, 1943), 46. -
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clothea”, In addition, camp muthorities had announced = one
third reduction of basic rations because the Pi¥s had thrown
food avway. The prisoners countsrcharged that focd guallity
hed becoms worse, that sometimes twenty porcent of the potg-
toes wers inedible,Z3
A report on Stalag VII B (Memmingen) bazed on ICRC

viaita rolates that 19 Auguat, 1944 thore were 518 american
Pig there out of a total number of oleven thousend. By the

end of September, thelr number nearly cdoudled. Five hundred

‘Red Croas packages wars tho only casualties of a bombing

rald vhich destroved the camp wareshouse, 24

In January 1945 a PW canp in a "by-passed” nrea, St.
Nazalre, was visitsad by a delmgants. iolding only a score
of French and Americans, tha camp eommandant, a2 eaptein of
the Oerman Navy, seld that his wards were fod thrice delly
and received the same food as thelr Cerman guards. %The men
lived in some bulldingys of sn unused fottory and were in no
vise cramped for space. They racelved medlcal attention and
Serious casea wers tulten to a hosvital. The mrisorers, the
Rajority of whom hed been captured the previous ronth, were
3t11) wearing the elothes they wers captured In, But hed rTo=

tolved gn 1ssue of underwear from the French Sed trosz. %he

 only work demanded from them other than their own comp duties,

Bulletin, 1I, No. 8 (ingust 1g44}.
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Lulletin, Ii, No. le (Decembor 1G44).
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: Qoﬁttins wood for their German guards, fThe guards medo
-WSQQ for the rrisoners in the atorss of the c¢ity, since
gora was no canteon avallable, The French Red Croas had
npplied them with readin; material, cards, and checkors,

gue gsould do little in the way of food since the situstion

;u St. Hazaire was so eritical. The reporter thought theip
imﬁitiona oould be descr.‘.bed as beinyg vory good, particulore
J! since they probably would have to spend only s arort time
lnngar in detention,’ 6

Similar oconditiona were reported in Fobruary regardiny

LA T 1 g

;aump on one of the Channel Ialends, the Isle of Jersey.
,;muae shoeltering only a soore of priooners, thesse men,

’eat of whom hed been captured in Normandy in the suzmer of
;39“. lived In two barracka.m Compelled to wori, the pria-
“mers were in no wise employed in violation of the Convention.
’hey had sufficient kitchen, washroom, and latrine facliities,
ilthoubh all the men had written mall, nons had recelved
;'-ﬂ_nnx-a. The Red Cross celsgate, . Callies, intervensd in
_:-{thiﬂ hBstter by asking and recolving permission from the Cer-
f‘"‘“‘ to bave their muil come to the 1sland Qlirectly from
;u'bf’n‘ Eloctricsl service wes, at the tire, "Interrupted’,
:fb“ *hen 1t had been in operution, prisoners were occasion-

;_Glly teken to sec a movie. Ked Cross parceis d1d not

. "8 Hev. Int., XXVII, No. 516 (april 1945), £69-70.

fovin “8.  Ufficer aegresation wae ludicrously mainteined by
thtd three officers maintalin iiving quartors aport from
] ®en enlistod mon.
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reach the 1island, Food donations from the civilian populae
tion wore brought to the prisonera by a representative of the
Britlish Hed Cross of Jeraey.?v
E. Haval Camps

Very few of the amorican prisoners token in torid wap
11 belonged to Nuval rorcea.ra Greater in number were mem-
bers of the iorchant garina xho, shen capturad, were trsuted
a8 internees rather then as PWs. To this end the one exclu-

81ve nuval camp in UGermuny was divided into two ssctions

- shich, together, comprised karlag = Mllay Nord. Some twenty

odd americen Navy IWa were held in the Rariag in Earch 1844,
accordlin, to an ICKC roport.59 They, along with British,
Norwegzlen, snd Greol priaonars, wers divided into two groups:
the officers were kept in "Marlag O"; the enlistod men in
"Hurlag H". Other thsn their becoming inoreesingly more
trovded, the dolegate regintoréd no compleints. Their cloth-
1ni, he noted, showsd extpems woar, The well-gonstructed
barracka wore enply lizhted, ventilated and hoeated.

Anong the twonty-ons divoree minority groups (to ths

British majority) interned in the Klleg, thers were about

i .

577. BQVQ Iﬂt., XXVIl. NO. 317 (mu:f 1945). 56?-68. M)
eount of @ vIZLIL to the ile of Uroix whers tvo U.3, nrisoners
war were being held 1s .iven in Kov. Int., XXVi!, No. 317

- lay 1945), za7.

‘8. Ubo Yorld slmsnac and Look of roncts for 1p46, E.

-g;'Eaatman Irvine (ed.)  (Hew York: 4he Rev 3OTK rorid-ieleyram,

19*6). Pe 44 112%s @ total of 67 as of June 1648,

“Q, ieVs Jnb, XaVI, hHo. 306 (June 1644), «EG-£8,
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_fifty Amnerican marchant geamen.>C The men were customarily

goparated by nationality. each national group being housed

together. Apparently there were large numbers of wounded

among them: not ‘only di1d they have an exceptlonally well-

stocked and equipped lagaret; also about sixty mon of diverse

pationslities had recently qualified for repatriation bafore

a Mixed Kedilcel Commismion, while another one hundred saventy

wore ewaiting their chance to appear for the same purpose.
while nobody waa required_to work, a few voluntesred to work
-in nearby farms, '
I'. Goncentration Cenps
Prisonsra of war customarily were not sont to Concen-

tration Camps, those institutlions which by Kazl design be-

~ came systematized denth factorles, It waa, therefore,

rather conmforting for the americen people to be aamsured by
their Congress that American Pis had escaped the Concentra-

tion Camp programs of hunger, @lsease, bestings, hangings,

gnd other aandistic methods of axtermination.31

80, po Bulletin, 1I, No. 7. (July 1944).

3l. "Ko priasoners of war ere confined in any of theso
POliticaleprisoner cemps, and there 1s no relationahin whate
ever betweon s concentration cam P for political prlsonoers
and a canp for prisoners of war.”! U.S. uonate, "‘trocit’ca
_ﬂnd othar conditiona in Concentration Camis in Germeny ,

70th Congress, lnt Seassion, Senate Document 47 (hashington:
0“0. 1545) ped. oo also U.3. House of heprosentatives,
Invaatibatlona of the Natlonal vwar effort”, 70th Congross,
lﬂt Seasion. Heport rurauent to liouso uasolutio“ 0.
(uaahinbton : 0o, 18945) p. 18,
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There exists, however, some question az to vhathen Amert-
can prlsonsrs did entirely asnd w1 thout quulifieation escape
being ;sunt $o concentration cemps. Ths evidence to Lollow,
furthernors, sheds l1ig.ht on our secondary thems, did the
Uermans ablde by the Geneva Convention? Fopr complote obser-
vance &nd respect cunnot possidbly be reconciled with e sln;le
'% having been incurcerated in these camps for rolitical
reasons. '

* among the evidencs Introduced at the Niremberg trials
was an offlclal report of the U. 8. Third Army, Judge Advo=
tate Section, on tho investigation of war ox-imea.s?‘ ihia re~«
port states that emong the victims of the Flosseonburg Concen-

tration Camp ware smarican prisonsrs of war, whose doaths

vers attributable to the 5% who ran the camp, At the same
trisls, the prosescuilon, in the proceas or interrogating
Xaltenbrunnor, disclused that consonant »ith the adopted
Policy of turning over recapturasd escapess to the Gestapo,
"«s.0ver #ix hundred american prisoners were found in e
Qestapo Goncentration Camp. 33

~ P¥s 1n concentration camp= may have been excentions
Pather then the rule, but there wers, apparently, such
"Xceptiom" in a number of cemps. In September 1944, Hallett

Yohnson of the smoricen Legation in Stockholm wired to the

e

2. NG, IV, 999-1004, Document ~209-:s.
83. NCa, Suprlement B, p, 13z2,
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Secrotary of Stats. He was told by en informant, he onid,
thet some smericen fliers shot down in ¥unich hed besn gent
to ths concentration Cermp st Dachau, that these flleps in-
cluded negroes.5¢ sbout the same tixe, fmericuns were beling
interned in Buckenwald, as the following protest wire indi.
catoe:

The governmont of the U.3., tokes strong exception

to the action of the Germen authorities in deteln-

ing smerican priscners of war 4in na concentration

camp at Luchenwald, Germany. It is known that a

nunber of imericans were held at this csmp under

deplorable conditiona from August £0 to Uotober 19,

1644,59 |
be tole;ram, furtkher, objected to the fact that the pris-
oners were required to sleop outdoors on the ground without
any blanketa, that they were mixed with the civilisna of
Other nationmlities, and that they wore threatensd with
Permanent detention {f thoy would not "talk".

43 mentioned previously, fifteecn members of an American
nisslon in Slovakin were executed et Hauthausen Concentration
Comp in Junuary, 1945.%6 fheip executlion was authorized by
& radiogrem frowm Kmwltenbrunner, but un order receivec in the
Spring of 1945 called for tha destruction of a2l) evidence on
the watter.

<he briefest evidence regarding the presence of tfmericsns
S

o S4. Telegrar 3447 from stockholrm to the Secrotury of
“tate, duted Soptember 2, 1944,

t S5. Loleygram 483 from Grew, acting Secretery of Jtute,
© Bern dated Jonuery £9, 1945,

86,  Cf, footnote 2% in previous chapter,
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a% ¢oncentration cemps was an eniry in a PW's log:

"0ot. 21, 1944 = 25 Sgts. arrive from Buchenwald Con-
centration 'Lager'.":s7

a. Lurﬁ Camps

As long as a semblsncs of order was kept up in Germany,
imerlcen fliers who had besn shot down were sent to Iuft
Camps regulated by the Luftwaffs, In the course of the war,
efter o Kriegle was diamlssed from the Dulag he was sent to
_one br five campa.ss Lufts I and III were officer comps;
Infts IV, VI, and VII were for enlisted men. Camp locations
vwere changed on various occasions with the result, for in-
stance, that after July 1944, there in properly no record of
Luft VI (formerly at Hydekrug end subsequently agueszed into
the already crowded guarters of Luft IV at Croasa Tychow).
"Military necessity", especially after January of 1945,
caused many sueh movements,
- Since, almost without exception, all Air Corpas priszoners
held ranks abova Private, they wers not obliged to work. an
infinitesimally small number volunteered. This being the
Case, Luft camp existence had to provide mesns of keeping
. Prlsoners occupied. For thils resson, the dlchotomy of ennui
and eeger activity reigned in these camps. kuch depended

O how much relief material could be acquired from the Red

. 'Croﬂa .

b T

3. Lt. Wigger, A Rartime Yog, p. 130,

38, For locations see Appendix A.
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Luft cumps were usuelly larges in size with great con-

-'oentrationa of peraonnal. Cenerally divided into sectionn

or "compounda” to facilitate such adminiatrative dutiec a2

‘taklng roll-calls, easch section beceme g cormmnity in 1%-

gelf. There was no officlal means of contocting neighbor-

- ing coxpounds. The ten to fifteen barrucks with enynhepro
 from six to twenty four men per room became, therefors, self-

‘reliant entitles. They established their oen classes, theatre

prograems, and security measures, ‘They had to rely on the

ingenuity lutent in their oun renks to cope with such recrea-

tion problems as not having a bassball or a bat, such eng'n-

i“eering problems gs Aiguing a tunnel,

The Luftraffe, in edditlion, maintalned 1ts own hospitsals.

- & December 19&5 roeport on the Paris "Luftwaffen larsrett”
~(the ninth floor of the Benujon Hospital) revesled 1t as
f'beina an excellent installation.®® Under the commend of

;'t Stabsarzt, who ordered that two men split s weskly ked
 :Croas parcel (becsuss, he said, o full parcel mi ht result

. dn overeuting and would thus complloate the healing of wounds
. end the mending of fractures!), some twenty British end

~ American Fus nevertheless reglstered no complsints of 411

. tregtment.

Camp oonditions varied from ons inatalletion to the

. Bext. Kkeporta on the two officer camps will 4ilusztrate this

30, Rev. Int., XXVI, Ko. 204 (April 1944}, £93-04.
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1844, held over twice ae mzny smoricane.%® of the ecnsbtantdy.
A

&l

point, Inft X st Barin hel¢ abeut 3,000 smerfesns as of

July 1044,40 Thoy were not sesregated from the Britich afn-
pen aleo hold at this camn., lNonecoma perveld a2 orderliees gn
provided in the fonvention. Housing facilitles were crowred,
The men In the wooden barraecks cceupled triple~tierad vooden

bunke; the overflow 14ves sutsldae in tentsz, The'n henlsh

-

rexained good. They voeoived full Ned Cross paresle ond
were perxpiited, in adélt:on, to cultlvate o2mall garcen Dlota
with‘accda rent frcm_the Red Croms, A lleutenant repetriatel
from tho Cemp deseribes 2t am Yone of the boct cumne in Cawa
meny", 42

Luft IIT et Eogan, on the other hand, &8 of Noverhen

erriving navcomers, about elghty percent wers Ameriecens.
one half reduction in Ref Cross peresls romulted In a genere?
loss or welght emong the rve, A protezt lattor by the Scnmlos

imericen Officer, Pripndler Genersl irthur Vensman, to the

ta

- Swiss Legatfon etatoed:

he barraecka 4n 211 threa Americon compounds pre
greatly overerowled and the center compound is withe
out sdequate £0l1let and 1lahting fecllitlies, In

the center compound there are no accouedacions for
voter other than that vhich 18 carried by hund gna
the generul woter sUpply 42 at varicus tires fnude-
Quate in the west and south compounds. Yhe &ir gusee

0. ¥ Bulletin, iI, 5o. 10 {Uctober 19443,
1. ¥V Lullelin, II, Ho. 12 Leccembor 2544,

az, 2 Bulleran, 1YY, No. 3 (Karen 1044,

A e Bl g s,
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- per individual is now about one half the normal
emount required and more POWs are enticipated,4d

To theae.allegationa a German memorandum dated Cctober 21
responded that bullding plans for aviator Piia were being
vigorously pursued,

Similar variations eould be detected in the luft lﬁgera
for enilsted men, ILuft VI, untll its forced evacuation from
Heydeltrug in ;Yuly 1944 had, among other "privileges", full
Red:Cross rations, A&n IGHC report on Luft IV (to which the

Heydekrug men hed been tranaferred under extremely severs

éonditions) eatab.liahed the camp "strength" as reaching ale
nmost eight thouaaénd Americaens as of October 1944,%% Twanty
four hundred had come from luft VI. Forty barracks were
divided emong rour. compounds. Each room designed for sixe
teen men was foreced to accomedate twenty four. *Suird sto-
Ploe" were added to double deck bunks and st1ll ninstaeen
hundred msn were obliged to sleep on floors. Both heating
fac1lities ana sanitary instellations ware adjudged to be
{nadequate, Although the general health remained good, the
infirmary wag overcrowded with men suffering frox nutritional

ﬂifficulti es,
e

v 43. Enclosure to Alrmsll Letter 9079 from Genernl
aeman to the Swiss Legatlion duted September 13, 1544,

e 44, P Bulletin, II, No, 12 (Dscember 1944). Transport
®Nditions ars trentad below, Chapter XIV.




CHAPTEL VIX
DI3CIVLINE

A« QGonerel Liscuszion

In general 1t may be said thet discipline hes two pur-
poses. Nost obviously, 1t Is used as a method of punishing
;ﬁaubordlnution. Ferhaps not guite as ovident, disclrlina
is a method of laprsesing upon prisonera the role that, 1t
{s hoped, they will azcept and follow while they are kept in
detontion. when usad in this lastter genae, the cuestlion of
laﬁ‘violation need not risoe at all, amoricun prisoners of
ver’ vere subjected to both types of diaclioline durlng Vorlid
war I.. The purpcse of this section i3 Lo Investigate tho
banners in which it was used by the CGermans.

Frisoners, while in dotention, are subject to the lews
unﬁ'reaulationa operative In the armies of thelr cuptora,
lhey must abide by the munieipal laws end the criminal lewae
ktcepted In the oountry in which they are hold. fFhene lavsz
and }ogulationa ure, in turn, souewhat limited Ly internge
tional 1aw, <hus, theorotically, 1t was Lxpossible for a
¥3 to b centenced for a orime without a proper trial. Like-
t136 on g thicorelical level, & prisoner could receive no
troater discliplinary punisivient for attennted eacure than
AIToest fop thlety days. Corporal punishmsnts were {nacd-afs-
*ble, 23 were collective punishments. In ressecting Uew-
Sany f4 triminal laws, the prisoner could neither stbincle
Oeragn natlonsls nor dhmsga or destroy government proncriv.

ihnt diecinline, in terme of & cliché} Intended to
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"keop the prisoners in their pluce™ wns less rouadlly recy-
lated by international law. Thlle threats, reprisals, ong
confiecatlions vare not allowed, thers wis noihing to provent
a Cerman cormendant from calling roll celles a doren times a
da¥. Me could likewize employ svards vhose eyprean cduty 2%
raZ, in blunt terme, to anoop all day long, to ses that nos
a eingle Cerman regulation wam in Jeopardy. Ie counld use
dogs to patrol P coméounda.' it 1= poasidie, howavar, teo
appl& the yardstlck of consideration (or civilizantion) %o
the disciplinary methods that actually were practiced by the
Germens iIn Yorld Ver II.
8. Proceduren

Privacy 1s & lurury thet was not afforded to & prisoner
of war, Everything that he thouzht, =aid, or planned was
considered to have implications upon German ssourlity., It
¥as for this regson that gunrds (inconsideratsly and inac-
turately relerred to as "oplea”) were exployod within pU
compounds ¢o keop dally routines exposed $o Cormun scrutiny.
‘Rorlcons humorously dezertbed o heirarchy into which these
Peraonnel saened to be organtized.l Lead wen vero called
"Coons" or "ferrets"; thelr azslstanis wers callod "wrasela’,
Yot only dia they openly eirculate throughout the barr.els;
furtively they hid around cornoers, crawled in the spucen

Under the burracle, and, on occaslon even aszconded into the

L

n 1. GOresnin, and Spinells, 22; ¢lt. and Xorrie J,. kov,
IGOOn Bulting®, Reohird Parbed Liye (Yiew Yorks hichard i, Cmith,
¥46) unsusinate,
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"attics" over prisoners? living quarters. Prisoners gave
them meny hurdles to encounter, Disposing of ola razor-""fi";
lages through slits in floorbosrds save the fground veesols®
s hard time. It 18 recorded that on ocecasion they wore
christened with hot water as they ponetreted under barracrks.
Prisoners reasoned that both sides could play the game of
unwritten rules,

_Unannounced inspections, frequently by the Gesatapo, were
anoﬂzef camp Institution. Sueh visits were deslened to in-
sure the fact that verboten articles were not in the possea~
slon of Kriegles. Since, however, not infrequently cam -
grards themselves brought in such artiscles in return for
Red Cross tigarettes, chocolate, or Boap, the prosmect of a
8a2stapo Indagation on ocossion reaulted 4n & "$1p off" whlch
permitted such artieles to be hidden, thus avolding unnecas-
Pary difficulties between the Gestano and the Cemp suthoritios.?
At any avent, the virtual chuos rezulting from seuvehes made
Prisoners uncooperstive to. such ventures. Whenever pogaible
they "insistea" that a responsihle German officsr be present
during the searches. They conslstently reglstersd cormmlgints
¥1th the Protecting Power over the effects of these inecur-
®lons, oOne such protest regerding a sesrch at Stules IIT B
Trecinttoteq a Swiss inquiry, an exvlanatory merorandum

Lrom the German T'orelgn Offlice stated defenslvely thst the
——

e  Spinelly and Groening, ov. cit., p. 4.
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search was confducted by a person replacing the Commandant of
Stalsg ITY B, not by ¢ivilians, as alleged. Based nn the
suspiclon thet the PWs had arms in theinr pogsescion end elso
hed engaged 1n prohiblted relations with the outside worlg
(verbotens Bezlehungen zur Aussenwelt), the Yorelgn Cffice
admitted that detectives participeted in the eearches. Cone
fiscations, they sald, %ook place only for ressons of seeu-
rity.s This :‘Lll_uatra.tes thet legel justifiecstions, rather
thaﬂ "40 what?" attitudes were resorted to by the Germans,

World War I witnessed the use of doge to patrol PY en-
tlosurss., Precedent was followed in the recent war., Used
particularly for the night wateh woere large snecles such as
Schnauzers, Alsetlons, Bull Mastiffs, snd Pollce Gogs. YNote
vithstending the Intallligence that has been Imputed to such
teninss, PWs who were obllged to live oubdoors in tants were
Elven meny sleenless nlghts by such animals which weras sllowsd
%o roam at wandom.

Another aggravating method used to impress P"s of their
Poaition was the unase of roll calls, Normally called twice s
¢ay, 1n the morning and 1n the evening, some tarm commandants
Aacovered thetr disciplinary effect and ordered them ruch
Hare frequently. ¥eny factors entered Into their efficilencr.
mﬂ%tion a3 equal in importence to frequency. Roll calls

*hich ¢oula be taken In a matter of minutes were made into
———

ta S«  Enclosure to Alrmall Letter 10483 from Bern to Seepe-
™Y of State dated January 5, 1944,




&7

lengthy affelrs sometines lesting for hours, The ceclsolon
regerding vhether the count wus "stimmt" wos, of coursc,
one for the detalining aunthorities alone to rake. #lthough
a I'ic representutive made the count with the Cerme sverds,
his only function was to check on their eddition. Fany e
second count which satlsfled the authoritles, merely corroboe
rated the number arrived at the first time. Fecounts somae
tines weée caused Dy a Kriogie ¥ho waa asleen in hiz bunli.
tven alter he hid boen accounted for, a complete tally was
ordered. heuther was also a fector to be considered. A
second couni in rain or in snow vas always tantamount to
punishment. #1though inclemency in some camps merited "in-
side” counts, there wus no rule prohibiting the authoritics
from orcéering the prisonera outside. Aarued evards stending
behind ti:e prisoners apparently liked the proccdure no noro
than the I'.s thexselves. Vthon thelr patience wore tivin,
"Incidents” wera mors 1lkely to happen. In their casorness
to get the coun’ over, thay bocams varticularly agoravotes
by eny deed which might possibly bo construed ss & csuse fop
further delays., loving 11ps or a turned head, on mors than
006 occaslon, unslung their rifles, ultimately rreciriteiing
BOre movement than had occurred in the Sires nlnce,

Article XVIIY, under the genersal heading of Intornsl
Discipline, provides, perhans mmbiguously, thad nrfzoncrs

Fowar, glve

o

8hall, when anluting offlcers of the Detolmin:

the snluta of the forcer to which they (Lthae —rlsamers)

L
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belong. The ambigulity of Seoction 2 was transformed into a
"gituntion” by the Germans who insisted thet thelr Fasclst
salute be given,% PWs who refused were punished. Some offi-
¢ors were, furthermore, ordered to salute Gerrian non-coms
who held high positlons in thelr camps, This was in violaw
tlon of the final sectlon of Article XVIII,

Yartin Bormann, an a Wehrpacht spokesman, d1@ his ut-
most to intensify conditions of camp discipline. In the
fall of 1843 he ismsueld & circular ordering harsher treat-
ment for EWis.D Rs contended that guards hed become too
lenient, had even besome "protestors and caretakers of the
rus", To the theme stated by Bormann, von Craevenitz, chlef
of PU Affairs, added:

The intention of treating non-3oviet PWs strictly

according to the Convention of 29...has in many

cases led to forms, which are not in harmony with

the toial war forced upon us,

The PW must according to the Convention "be treated

humanely and especlally be protected sgsinst acts

of violence, Insults, and public ourlosity”. This

does not mean, however, thst a similar cere must be

granted him as 1s required for German solédisrs,..
The circular goes on to say that lesders of labor detach-

Bents and guard personnel must keep in mind that their main

duty 11es in exploiting the Pis to the greatest extsns.

e —

4. Report of the ICRC, I 4, 250, This sourco umentions,
%ﬂcidentally, that the Allles ultimately recognized the
88cist "Holil" as a wilitury as well as a politicel gasture.

. NCA, IIX, 2P5-29. Document 228ePS.
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Quards who were under the 1mpreasion‘that thay cshould have
Iriends among the P«s are "“defoatlsts and are to bo prozae-
cuted on the charge of subversion of natlona) defsnss”,

Un another occasion, in an undated letter io all Reichae
lelter, Caulolter, and leaders of Party-affilfisted organiza-
tiona, Bormann reiterated a hehrmecht order that Fi guarde
could force obedience with wespons if no other means vero at
hahd. Furthermors, hs contiﬁued, the guard could uss thas
;eapon "...88 much as 12 nocessary to sttain hia goale.. "0
Hepeating thess military orders to the aforementioned civi-
lians wus the eqﬁ1Va1ent of Qomanding simlluyr freatment by
German contractors or woriters with whopm prisonoers of war oame

in contgct. A& guard, he said, should act in self-defenze not

_6nly over—his‘paraon, but also over "his honor and property,

and third partiea, such az his siate."’

_ shackling 18 generally conceded to be an exarpls of in-
human treatment prohibited by the Conventlon. It wna not,
however, expressly nrohibited. Early in ths war, in fect
before the U.S.' entry, it waa agreed that prisoners, under
RO eircumstances, wers to be handeuffed., Then In 1942 ¢eour-
red an Incident that gave the Germans a "renrrisel” exeunso,
Notwilthstanding they fact that reprisals ere exprossly for-

bidden by srticle II. In 1040 the Gormens had ocourled some

—

6. HCA, 11, B4, Documant 658-P3,

7. Mia, 11, 536,
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’ of the Chennsl islands. In early October 1942, 3arx, one of

T

the smaller 1slands, was invaded by = small Commando party.
4 German offlicer and four enlisted men were captured, By
e British admlssion, these men were handcuffed for safezreep~
ing. ithen the Germans learned of this, they lmmedistely
threatensd to reciprocate, A4 fow days later, on Octoben 8,
they d1d.® Within the ¥eek an Army directive regarding
shaokling was 1ssyead,? Paragraph one atated:

(1) Shacklings Shackling is permitted within the

realm of military necessitles, and 18 thsrefors

neither dishonorable nor inhuman.

& subsequent directive taumperingly added:

+e.a8 8n oxceptionnl measurs in an emaxrgensy,
dathorlization was thus convenlently éstabliehed. Ultimately
Americen prisoners were handecuffed. Protests vere reglatersd
*ith the Protecting Power.l0 When the Swiss pressed for an
explenation, s German menmorandum, elther forgetting or bol-
stering the Sark Island alfeir, explained that as early sas
¥erch 1941 two German offleers who had escaped from o Canag=
dlan Camp were resaptured and handecuffed after erogsing the

Y. Lawrencs River. How did the Germans now of th’a

————

. €. L.l, Fiynn, "Tre Geneve (onvention on Trestners of
iriaoners of war", George asashineston Law Revisy, 21, (June
©43), 509.

2. NCa, Supplement A, 387-68., Docurent 1285->3.

s 10, Enclosure Ho. 2 to Dispetch 9431 from Pern to the
*Crotary of State dated Qctober 8, 1944, 18 the tectimony
o tvio officers who had been hundeuffed by the Germans.
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incident? "The pholographs of Loth the handeuffed officeps
appeared In the North-imericen press," the memorundum ssid.tl
Un a previous occasion when the U,8. had protestad an ine
stance of handeuffing,l2 the German Forelgn Office, snsver=
ing, disclaimed sny responsibility for the incident and

claimed that the action was taken os a sscurity measure singe

4t was lmown that the officers involved intended to gsoane

during the trip,l1d

after the war, at the war erimes trials, Ceneral adolf
Wosthoff wus asked whether Field Marshal Koltel hed ever
ordered the shackling of prisonsrs. Westhoff ansversd, "The
order stated that strister guarding of the prisonsrs was ne-
¢es3ary, and shuckling wam to take place.” He added that She
Fleld larshal probably had the British announcement (of 1942)
in mind when he stated that no assurances could be glven thet
there would be no shackling. Regarding the handeulfing of
Anerloans, Yesthoff swore that Keltsl had naver oxderoed “hat
they be shackled during transport.+? he testimony appears
tontraedictory. 1In one breath a general shaoltling order is

eduitted; in the next there 1s a denial thut it was orderod

——

11. Inclosurs No. 3 to Plapateh 9481, German mamorandum
K 2801 T,

. 12, Telegram 2665 from Stettinius to Bern, dated aungus:
» 1944 -

13. Telegram LFG-173, 6053 from Bern to Seeretary of
State, dated aungust 3, 1944,

14. NCa, Supnlement B, 16 4847,
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ggainst imerican personnel, Ihe plea of innocence zounds
rather weslt.

Confiscation was sometimes used ae a method of dleci=
;line, xither as a reanlt of a sesroh Or as a result of
patl examinutions, asoms srticles were taken away from righte
ful ownsrs. Although eorrectlve conditions were never
stated in so many words, there was generally the understand-
ing amdhg prisoners that some German condition or order had
to be more satisfactorily met if the articles wers to be ro-
turned. It was with thils cause-effect relationship that a
prisonsrta dlary sald:

June 14, 1944 - 33,800 ocigarettes confiscated from

6 barracks,

July 27, 1944 = 43,800 cigarettes returned to thls

oamp.,
and on another ocecasion,

Yovember 28, 1943 = Band played "God BSave the King."

Ban plfced on R%aying of instruments for one month

as punishment, _

Jewish segregatlon and attempts to make 1t an ectad-
lished practice among POWS wae another Nazl effort %o use
discipline as a means of pubtting prisonera in what the QGor-
man thought was his deserved plaoe. A% firs%, mpnarentlr,

the move was made openly. In a pugzled (perhaps nalve}

tone, Sesretary Hull asked the Swiss authorities to £ind out

[ —

16. wigger, op. cit., p. 129
16, Ibld., p. 127.

——————
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vby tho Germans haed requoztod the names 6f Jewish prisoners
of wvar.sl7 a4 couple of months afterward e notice vas posted
on & bulletin bonrd at Luft IV (whiek the author himself
resd) declaring that a shipment of religlous literature was
cxpected soon. The prisoners, said the carp authorlitioes,
could cooperate by marking down their religious preference
shen an appropriate rogter would shortly be circuleted. Ale
rost miraculously, all the Fha becamo rFrotestents! it Iutt b
segrogation was carried out.l? Thus vere prlooners diacs-
plined for thin,s they mi ht haﬁe dono, asccording to zaz’
reasoning, becoause of thelr particular religion.

Priscners, of course, were alao disciplined for things
they ¢i4 do and wvore allezed to have done in violatlon of
Qermen pregulations. Although the Convention provides fon
a Judiclal procedure to be followed, some German "justice®
¢ircumvented theas requiremoents,

vhille avalting their triels, some accused :¢a vore
placed in forms of dotention vhich medo 1% appear as 1f thoy
bad alresdy beon convictad. Protestations to the Gerwmans
brought back, vim the Swlas, the explanation that such

sonder Kompanlen® (zpeclol compenies) vore created to pro-

Vent aacape.lg

—————

17. Tedegram 1871 from Hull to Bern, dated Am»il ¥1, 1944,
128, oy, op. c¢lt,, 808 "ihe Comp det-up',

¢ 15. lelegraw 3468 from Uern to secretary of Stato,
wed June 1, 1v4s.
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Trials themsolves varied. 4 tribunael inventigating the
escape and alleged asseult on two Germen guarde by tro Amori.
tan officers, Lt. %.X. Haines and Lt. D.C. Houghton, 1llus.’
trates the degrec to which judicial mrocedures wowa £launted
by the Cermans.“O it their trial, on april 28, 1044, (a) the
Gorman guards alle;sdly assaulted a1d not eppear to testify:
(b) statements of tﬁo accused written in CGermon, vhich net-
ther officer underatood, were edmitted as evidencs; (c)
slgned but unsworn statsments of the accusers were used dure
ing the trisl, but the defense wa= not plloved to ayxgmine
tham; (d) the eccused vore forced to tostify agninst them-
aslves; (o) ahsence of a compatent covrt stensgrapher ra-
sulted in an inaccurste swmmury of evidence and teatimony
admitted by the court; end (£) the right of apreal by the
accusad (irtiecls LXIV) was denled. The court santemced
them to one snd a holf Years At hard lebor.

Diseliplinery errcsts vere usually epent in &stention
barracks attachod to Pu camps. Llmost every camn had 1ts
‘eoolor", 1here, sollitery confinement sn¢ restricied rae
tions wes the usual sentence for non-observance of eny ona
°f numerous German rulers., 4he rrisoner misht be accume’ of
dsstroyins CGerman property, breasking s parole, cecretling or
¥itiholding the tin cuns that part ol the hed (ross food was

Fackaged in, or not saluting a Cermen offlcer. .Jome rrisoners

L e—

EO& HOJT, 9_2. C§t., aan ’\"ih:‘ Lﬂm'} :.‘!ﬂt"'u:. -

——
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vere sent to milltary prisons of the Wehrmaeht for various

offenses or misdemeanors agsinst the cormon law.Z}

derial warfarse precipirtated one particnlarly vicious,
from the prisoners! point of view, aspect of discipline,
thils was the trigger-fast punition that esme with any vioe
latlions of alr raid warning procedures, be they premeditated
or otherwlse, Aafter the sound of an alert, no ¥¥ was to be
soen‘outaide hie barr;ck. fhe posaibility that slarms were

confusing or were not heard, as wan frequently alleuzd, was

a problem left for prisoners to =zolve themselves., It was

their 1lives that were thus ‘sndangered. Nany prisoners wers

‘wounded, sometimes fatally, during alr raids,22

C. Examplea of Diseinline Rpsorted to at Varlious Camps
(Stammlagers snd 0flags)

Among various spscific objections to the treatment nee-

- eorded rUs at Stalag II B, the U.S. Government protested the
| following diseliplinaery lssues:23

le 4n American doctor, Captain McKes, wna penallzed
for making coupleints ragarding the treaitment of
dmericens to representatives of ¢he Protecting

Power.24%

21, Rev. Int., XXV, No. 294 (June 1943), 429,

22, This fact is documented in War Logs kept by Pus,
Lt, Wiggerts refers to such instances on p. 127 end p, 128,
Royts Bening Barbsd Wire cites similar occurrences In the
820tion cailed "ihe Gamp Set=up”,

23. Tolsgram 2089 from Secretary of State to Bern,
dated June 17, 1544.

" £24. The doctor was subsequently sent to another camp
here he was not allowed to practice hias profecslion until he
Promised to atop levylng oriticisms of the Detaining Powor.
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2. Cuards allowed pollce dogs to roam unattended ang
thus terrorize PWz,

Se In March 1944, =ix PWs who had unsuccessfully at.
tempted escaps were brought back to the Stulsg
badly beaten and bayonated, Although in serious
need of hospltalization, these men were Inmedlately
sent to begin thelr disciplinary punishment,

4, After his shoes had been confiscoted as on anti-
¢scape measure, a PV who refused to work wiihout
them, wss shot by German guards .

Regarding the digeiplining of g mentally 111 Pu who haa
been repatriated from Stalag 111 B, Secretery Hull wired as

follows:

"An American POW, Cpl. Glenn H, Stoud, who was hela
at Stalag I1I B, was recontly repatristed and was
& mental ¢ase, has a broken nose from being struck
by a German guard. Eis colleagues report that ho
vas glven no treatment for the dbroken nose by the

r

German euthorities,"<d

At Stalag VII 4, two Americen prisoners were struck with

- PMfle butts when they dld not respond to orders which they
- @14 not understand bscause they were given to them in Core

ZNMLde At the same camp prisoners were forced to stand in

Taln and snow without shoes for four hours as a penalty for
2% saluting German non-coms. Dogs were turned loose on

tag who refused to work in the snow without shoes. On this
o

r 24. {eont.) Dr, lcKee actually had to submit to this
gﬂtriction for sometime since his idesls did not permit
3tention from criticizing German practices which affeoted
*crican personnel. after the need for medical attention be-
;:me Pather urgent, the doctor was forced to compromise his
ineiples ang was again permitted to practico madicine.

“%s  fYelegram 1158 from Hull to Bern, dated snrii 5, 1944,

26, Telegram 1157 from Hull to Bern, dated #nril 5, 1044,
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occaslon two prisoners were geverely bitten,

An example of guard behavior at 0flag 64 occasioned
State Department proteat:

4 report has beeon received from reliable gsources
that on the evening of July 21, 1944 g German
guard, Unteroffizier XKnorr entersd room number gix
-of the main building et Oflag €4, ostensaiblv for
the purpose of 8earching a locker belonging to one
of the thirty American officers quartered in that
Toow. For some reason vhich was not appsrent to
the American officers present and without PIroYoCcH-
tlon, Knorr becume enraged, drew his pistol, loaded
it end threatened the livez of a8ll those present 1in
the room. No Gormen officer was present ot the time,Z27

(a4t Luft Camps)
Similar dlzeiplinary measures obtained at airmen's

hcamps. At Stalag Luft 1 "deadlines" were used to designate

- restricted arens within the compounid. Prisonars could be

fired upon without notice ir they entered such zonea.<8 at
ths same camp, the Senior Amerlcen Officer compleined to Lhe
Protecting Power of an order which, the Camp Commandant
¢lalmed, emanated from the OKW. This order, in effect, obe
liged Americens to show respect for all Germasn officers by

faluting, although the Geneva Convention required that only

27. Telegram 803 from Acting Secretery Grew to 3Bern,
Gated February 28, 1945,

28, Telegram 829 from Grew to Bern deted February 24,
1945. The zones mentioned were customarily erens adincent
to surrounding barbed wire fences, Designated by n ‘varne
ing wire" or low fence, so mach as touehing this boundary
marker warrsnted being fired upon by guards. "Accidents"
Rappened when prisoners thought they had cscured o guurdts
Pormission to retrieve an errant bell or plece of loundry
from beyond the wire. Airmail letter 2390 refers to & simi-
lar situetion at Luft 111,
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squels or superiors bes so respected. A & result of this
German ruling. en American Major was summarily tried, con-
victed, and sentenced to fourteen days of solitary for feile
ing %o sslute a CGorman Captain.zg The Germen Forelgn Cffice
perplexingly answered: _

It 1a observed that the incident mentioned whieh

led to the disciplinery punishment of prisoner of

war Hajor Bronson took place in the German part of
the camp. The German officer was on duiy,

' At Luft IV in the autumn of 1044 the Gormens sharpened
u§ their "dlsciplinary” acuteness by conducting target praoce
tice with machine guns and rifles from surrounding guard

towers into ths ecenters of the PW compounds. Ricocheting
bulleta endangered ﬁhousaﬁda of prisoners held there, 9

This mey glve some idea of how prisoners were discie

plined andlpunishod both for the things they 4i¢ and for the
things, 1t was thought by the Germans, they might possibly
do,

€9s. Enclosures No. 1 & 2, Dispateh 10981 from Bern to
Secretary of State dated Fabruary 26, 1945,

30. Enclosure 13 to Alrmell letter 11887 from Bern to
gecretary of State dated June 9, 1945, Statement of Sgbe
arris,




Cuadlld VI
BA3IC Buil3

& Lood

iLike the proverblal arxy, prisoners of war 21so move on
thelr stomachs. ¥hile zome may not need the calories uzsd
by an averase soldler In combut, others, who gre obliged to
sork for thelr caplors, often need more. Caloric nsede, of
courso, vary. It hes been estimated that an averase of 2:50
celorles per dey i3 the motabﬁlic miniwun nscessery $o main-
tein normal health for e person not ex;ending s grest deal
of energy; a "hoavy worker™ needs et least 3400 cualories.

sllmentation for Pas in CGermeny had two sources. Thers
vas, first, the German ration. By the terms of ithe {(teneve
? Convention, Fi:a vere suppozed to roceive rations eculvalent
| in quentity end quality to thosze given the depdt troorz of
o Letaining rover.l fGhe other food source was that delive
Sred by the International Ked Cross. supported by Netional
bed Lross societies, the IiC was sble to malntain transpcoprs
Rzchinery. Enpenses were covered by tho subscrirtlions of

Ketlonp) socletles,”

i1f en index could have been made to show the "food sit-

“vealin’ for PUS in Germaeny, it most cortninly would have
e S

A — -

1. Article XI. For murposen of Internretetion, Jendd
troops aet the minimum food stundards.
€s 1t alould be made clenyr, hov.ever, thnabt the conbents
°F ths fool rackaras ae fnmontant te tha surTival of 4hon-
. Bunds of .mericoen prisoners, weésre prald for Dy the iUnited
States Govornaent.

r—
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varied direetly with every upward or downwerd trend of the
food situatlon in the country as a whole., That 1=, In the
sarller phases 6r the war while the German sconomy maintained
a semblsnce of stability, a PW eonlad roasonably expact to be
fed regularly, albelt meagerly, and would have that oxnocta-
tion fulfilled.® s condltions became aggravate? for Jermany,
the PV ocould expect nothing, and get 1%, One curious observae-
tion, peorhaps to bhe éxpected; was made by many PUs vho marched
acr;as Germany as the end of the war neared: they will pttesnt
to the fact thaet the food situation in country dlstricta wos
never desperate., Rural inhabltants ate cooklies and invari-
ebly had food to exchange for Red Cross ftems such as choco-
late, soap, or cigurettes, or for personal belongings asuch
&8 watches, rings, or shoes, Denending elmost exclusively
on this bartering, by February of 1945 the average basle
ratlion of prisoners, many of vhom had to march long distances
every day, dropped to 1380 calories per man.? It is seen,
thus, that food standards fell substantlally balow boih
legal standards and basic requirements,

. Although the Geneva Convention set food standaras by
the emounts glven to depst troopse, In the Spring of 1942 the

Germen Supreme Commend rather positively suggestad thet

—

3. Denny, the newspaper correspondent centured with
the British early in 10<2, speaks of rations Including 200
Eroms of bresd plus other starches and & plece of fresh fruit
°very day. c¢f. Dehind Both Linss, pp. 135~34,

4. Report of ILLC, I 4, 255.
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another criterion should be adopted,B It stated that prise
onersa' rations should bs tha same as that received by the
German civilien populetion., The ICHC roported that, in preca-
tice, Pii rations never oqualed those given to civiliens,
Prisoners recelved nolither the basic rations allotted civi-
llens, nor the supplementary rations eporadlcally offered
fhem. However, vhen the government ordsred rastrietions Loy
oiviliuns, they neveﬁ Tforgot to order corresponding reduc-
tioﬁa for Pna,

4American Red Cross publications glve some 1dea of Gor-
man rations of American Piuam:®

reelly ration of: {Ganeral) (Stalag 1I 3) (0flag 64)

Early 1944 Kiq 1944 Fall 1044
deat or fish 10 og. 6 of. ® oz,
Bread 5 1lba. 55 1be. &+ 1ba,
Vegetables .

fresh & dehydrated) 5 1bs, ——- 2% lbs.
Chezse ¥ og. 2 oz. l1s oz.
salt 5 o8, - -
Sugar 6 og, & or. 6 o=z.
Fotatoes il 1bs, 82z 1lbs, 115 1ba,
Kargarine or fats 8 oz, g oz, R ogz.
Jam or marmalade 6 oz, 3 O 6 or.
Taﬂ. ——— 2 OZ. - -
hrsate coffes -—— —— -3 OZ,

ihis schedule offers notable deficiencles of proteins, fute,

¥Vitemins, an¢ minerals. Othor observations can be mude. The

Vegetebls consumption at 0fleg 64 uncoudbtedly incluces rroduce

[ —

5. henort _9_1:_ ICBC' I Ap £54.

€. Cf. i Bulletin, 11, lio. 2 {Februvary 1944): 1II,
No. 6 (June 1¢%+); and iil, No. 7 {Februery 194f),
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grown by Piis in Qarden plots allottad to them by the German
Government, Not all camps were so fortunate, The meut vas
often of unsscertainable origin, Prisoners were re'favad to
bs told 31t was horsemeat. Not many PUs vould risk eatling
the chesse. The "brove" ones wéro Inveriably btanished from
thelr rooms while they were in possession of various forei n-
lubeled brands, It had to be kept outside, Potatocs, ofien
frozen, were usually small sized, Pecling this varisty, of
course, left 1ittle to eat.k Both wargsrines and jams vere
synthetlc producte derived from coal, 1t was asserted. fThe
"coffee", crsatz without dlspute and reputedly mads from
acorns, was used for shaving more frequensly than for drinke
ing, especlally vhen still varw, The so-called tea vas re-
ported to include, among other things, thyme, mint, sage,
lavender stulks, wild pes, violet petals, lime blossous,
beach mast, chestnut husks, various barks and unlicentciflied
twlys, heather blossoms and shoots, epple pips, rice zreins,
rose thorns and petals.”

Fortunately, hed Cross tood usually supplemented this

German retion. From those unfortunate clrcumstences vhen 4%
¥as not fortheoming, however, priscners were enabled to re-
Cord, "we l1ived to ses the time vhien we huad to put Suurds on

the garbage duwnps to keep our men from reooting throu,h 1t

| ——

7. According to the rerort of o "former acericvliurp?
research worker." of, tuy Lorgan, op. c¢it., p, 19%, it Lia
tdnittedly hurd to expluin how some 6f Those Inur-0fenta
Peach=d Germany.
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11ko animels,"®

Centoons, as provided for in Articla XXX, were firments
of thoe Imagination. This Aid not prevent the Gormens from
formaleting regsuletions regarding the operation of sanme.

The proflts from these mythicel institutions wero tu be uasad
for the prisoners., It was even decided thut profit Alloca-
tion was to be reached.by a Joint dlacus=zion between the
Cemp Commundant and the Prisoners! len of Confidence.® Un-
fortunstely, the well-intentloned canteens for the procuTe~
ment of "food products and ordinary objecta" naver really
got out of the blueprint stage. Razor blades had to bes made
avellable and were, in painrully sparing mmbers, to con-
form to no-board regulations.

Ked Cross food parcela unquestionably supplied the pri-
Rery moans of subsistence for most americen Pis in Torld
Var II just as they did in Vorld Tar I. Food wea Qlatr’le
buted to the carmps es instructed by Kational Red Cross So-
¢lotles. 7The americen Red Cross ordered thelir SWwiss truse
tess to inasure svery american of one food parcel per weslk,
end the ICKC complioed, insofer as such ordora were consonnnt

¥ith German rehulationa.lo

——

8. OGresning ond Spinellf, op. eit.

9. nircrum A=528 from Bern to Secrelery of Siate,
dated septembor £, 1644 quotes Germen regulstions in opera-
tion sinco 1643,

10, PY% Bulletin, IXI, No. 1 {(Janusry 10435},
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That "half rations® beeamas sp pre‘?alent vas Que, %0 a limttes
sxtent, to the fact that camns were ofton Tilled un more yap-
1dly than expected. Ghis i3 verified by the fpoet thnt bamn-
racka were ofton belatedly constructed. The main QAlfLoreanes,
hovever, 1s that Red Cross food in no wey, otliar tharm tronn-
rortetion, became a deftclt on Cermenvis wap potentliel, Red
(ross percels were never limited fnsofny aa rroduction vasg
concorned, '

Bosides f1)ling their stomache, Red Cross relier sunplies
rere used for other purposes by their americen racivlents,.
By consumating "denls” with thelr Germen guerds or eivilian
eo-rork;:ra, Erisoners wore ubls to acquiro items which thoy

ordinartly would never have gotten, The "avatsuschen”

Bothod remped everything from medicines and writing naner
to crmeras and radio tubes.,

Un the dedit ui«;e, Fed Crosa supplie= had o tandensy to
Eenerats antagonisss among ellien., The Inequalitiea of din-
tribution caimed four almost~distinct ethno=econonic grcups.n
2t the top of the ladder were the Anglo-imerfcans who got the
Feat; French prisoners recelved the next grevtest amsunt:
Yeposlnva g0t a few; end at the bottom wers the Huasians who
Feceived nons offictully bocauns, sglid the CGermens, trey wero
M0t rorties to the convention. On rere occasinne, on the

Inttiative of & ¢careble comn lesder snd only with {ersun
s

o e Ir. Aule Cochrane, ".odigal ixperlences oo a Trine
cnor of Wer in Gerwsny”, the Bullotin of tho D.0. arov Lodta
£l Lerartuont, VII {woreh 1947), Zi0
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consent, a few Red Crosez rellef 1tems were transferred to
Russian hande, Essentially a matter of Jenlousy, this type
of heterogenelity wes emphanized anéd came ints nlay vhenever
these groups were found in Proximity to one another,

As suggested sbove, Red Cross food kept many an pmeri-
can PW's floundering hesd above water. By some stmndards,
it buoyed him sbove the level of his Jerman captorz., Mauriece
Patq, a Red Cross officilal, after a Buropean Junket reported:

The American prisoners recelving regular fec Crose

food packages eat botter, and have more tobneeco,

than the Germans guarding them. Thus far, too,

the Amerlcan prisoner with his Red Cross and prl-

vete percels eats as vell as, or better then, the

average German civilien. |
Red Cross fare was used as a lever to resd fust German ratlons,
¥hen the Rbd Cross ordered an incresse In relief supplles to
tompensate for restrictions on Goerman rations, the Cermans
kept thelr scale bglanced by using the Red Cross increase as
an excuse for further diminishing the diet they rurnianhed to
Pin,

To receive onefs first Red Cross parcel, whather 1t wase
"full® or not, wes e most pleasant experience, for usuvally
- the prisoner had endured for some time on skirmy German ye-

tlona, welghing about sleven pounds: the comnactly nackaged

Cardboard container provided aporoxinatsly fourteon Lhousend

o

12, £i Bulletin, 1il, No. 2 (February 1945). 1t should
Ye noted, in connection with this statement, tkrat fer Pia
:Gceived resular Ked (ross aid and personal parcels were g
arity,
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calories of food, Aassuning thet 41t would be consured in a

weck, 1ts food valus, in conjunction with delly needa, han

been depicted as followssld

average Delly Contridbution of Average Dally Requirement

Red Cross Stundard lood Farcel for Sedentory .oritars,
Calories 1039 2500
Frotelne, grecs 80.5 70

Fat, grems 1068.5 55.77
Celcliuvnm, grama 1.2 Mt

Iron, millisrams ' 1.2 - HS)
Vitanin A, Int. Units 8,9:0 5,000
Thiemin, mi1lligrama 3.0 1.5
ascorbic acld, rmilligrams £0.0 75,0
Riboflavin, milligrams 5.0 . <o

1t can be sosn that the Ked Cross parcel &34 nos completaly
enswer a prisonerts caloric needs even on "full retilons.*®
shat 1t Aaid hﬁst efficiently was take care of fat, protvein,
minerel and vitamin reguirements, items that wers cbviously
lacking in OGerman rations. Hed Crosa food, thus, servad
v8ll ga a distary sup;lement., From the eatsr's viewpoint,
rather than the stutlistician’s or the dieticilen's, the

stendurd parcel consisted of the following:l4

Foudered milk,essees 18 02z, Aroy biscuits....... 7 oz,
Cleomargarind.cesses 16 0z, D Bar {(Chocolate)... R oz,
émerican cheese..,.. 8 0. Coffee (solublm).e... ¥ Cz.
Corned Beefiieeesnss 1P 02, Selt and pepper..... ) oz.
fork Luncheon Leat.. 12 oz. CBNetsetsssnnncsenses (U OF,
leel‘ Paetﬁoottooto. G %, Sugar-............;. 2 on.,
lung Or SulfiONeesecss 3 OZ. Vitunin tablets..... 1€
Frunes or ralsins... 15 o=z, Soun and ecigerattan

Althouph this might not etimulate the sallvary glunds of the

—

13. PU Buelletin, IXI, No., ¢ (april 1945).

l'ﬁ'a Ibidu

o e ety
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recder, 1t was manna for literslly thousands of American PVWe.
In fact 1t was surposseld by only one pozsible thing, the onco-

g=yoar Christmas parcel which contained; 1o

I'lun pudding.-.....oo 18 o=z, Pla‘y‘ing Cardiiecessss 1 ?kgo
Boned turkey.:sssesesss 12 0Z. Che‘-‘iing GUts s asssssrs & Flus,
a1l TAUSHEG..ee.an. & O0Zy¢ Bubbolieiiceciieevees 3 3/e o0z.
JAL. s s nsanssosnbsasrts S oz, CGOMeSesssrssancsnnsesrs 1 BOT
Cﬂndy.t.ot-toataaaa.. 12 oz, Gigaretteﬂ-.......... o ?kgs.
DQViled ) o T2 1. DA 3 oz, Eln'loking LobaCCOeasewe 1 kkbo
Cheddery ClieCS®.ceieses 4 oz, Pipe, SR]Okina.--aoooo 1

kixed Mate.cesneceses 12 OZ, @B s eceaavecannsnnsres + 3/8 0z,
Bouillon cubed.,.usee 1 G0Z:  HONOY.iieisaerarasese & O,
kmit 5&1"3....-...... 14 0z, f‘-’ﬂ&hcloth.-........-. 1

Canned cherrios...... © oz, and a couple of nictures of
Ameriean scenes.

Lellvered coep Into Cermany, suck e purcel mipht apnropriately
be Lalled as super-manns!

Contenta of such parcels, 1f cooking fscilities wero
made avalluble, wore roadlly sdaptable to collective pre-
paration. oSince thls was aseldom the case, “coxbinesz® vero
formed to obviate the necessity of having food rexuin in open
cans. it goes without saying that an irdividusllst couvid
"besh" virtuelly any item at one sitting.l®

Transgportation of hed Cross sup:lles from the Uniteld
States to Europe was esccoriplished by neutral vessels. &Salle
ing dates und routea to be followed were given to the belll-
gerents so that the carriers would not be mistaten and at-

tecked. Shipments were cuatomerily-channaled to Licbon,

[ S—

1be kv Ludietin, Ll, lio, 1&, {(uscomber 1944,.

16, fw vernscular r'or eating without restruint or vith-
out thovght of saving food for the noxt deyv.
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thon to Genoa or Marseillss, From these ports it would be
teken by train to Geneva, There 1t wae frequently repackee,
It fhen proceded into Germany by train.l”

Many 4diffienlties were ancouﬁtered in trensportation as
the war progressed, Train priorities were nt n oremiuvm in
wayr torn ereas, The Medilterranezn portz of Xaorsellles and
Toulon were bombed by the Allies vhile they were st111 in
Garman hande, When %ho Germang withdrew they themselves
comﬁleted the Job of destruction., It wae nilitarily wise to
render them useless 80 that they could not be used by the
enemy. Alr attaclts on the German railroad system caused
sovere dislocations, Such Incidents made the transportation
of relief constantly movre Aifficult,

Toward the end of 1944 transport resched s critical
Elage. It was % this point that observers notlced that
several camps had completely exhausted their food stocks,
Germany, 1t was alleged, vas consciously hindsring delivery
of Red Cross relief. Not only were German trains needed for
Other purposes, 1% was also most disconcerting for liazl of=-
ficlel=s to hear the protestations of populations near to PV
Ctamps who maw enemy priscners receiving food vhile they went
hungry.2®  about this time farsighted Swiss officlals took

the first ateps toward organlzing a truck itrensportation

————

17. Siordet, on, clt,, pp. 60=62,

18, Ibid., p. 59.
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syatem. The Allles put four hundred motor vehicies at thelr
dispossl, By 1945 the seed of an ides planted six months be-
fore came to fruition.1® Sweden then became the matn Red
Croee depct., From Golteborg on the Kattegat, neutral vesasels
carrled thelr sorely needed cergoea Into the minewson Baltie.
After a perllous two day trip they unloaded at Liibeek. Fronm
”'theré, Swlss chauffeured trueks sought the eolumns of PUs who,
by this time, were rather coﬁpletely dispersed upon German
highways. Thelir task had not been made casier by the German
desigion to prohibit the establishment of food parcel reserves
et PW camps, This policy, in its mosi extreme form, com-
pletely destiroyed the effectlive control of the IGCRC over ra-
1lef distribution. In February 1945, for instaence, at Hame
nerstelin in.eaatarn romerania the Germans dlsposed of stocks
of Red (ross paroels as they saw fit.20 Parcels intended
for prisoners were given to anyone who rasged the storeroonm.,
Both German soldlers and civilians eoculd be seen with the Red
Cross parcels in thelir possession in the eity of Lammersteln,
4 Congressional report ecommented:

Since early this year [1945] the old dise¢iplines

In Germany is gons. Our advancing armies are

wnearthing american Ked Cross packages ab Var;gus
0dd points where they are not surnosed to bo,2i

16, Pu Dullstin, III, Ko. 2 (Fobruwry 1045).

20a CInclosure Lio. 11 to alrmail letter 11807 from Bern
to Secrotary of State dated June ©, 1045, Staboments of Frie
Vates Lall and bLrown,

21, United States liouse of Representatives, Noure
Report 728, 79th Congross, 2nd Session, p. 15.
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That such mlsdirection prevailed is not surprising., Cotte
lied Berger testifled et the War Crimes triasl thot he was
rathier surprised end 111-eqﬁ1pped to find himself apoointed
in September 1944 sz administrator over prisoners of war, <
In company with Himmler he had visited Hitler et the end of
September. &t that time Hitler expressed his oppositlion to
the sceumulation of foodstuffs at Piw camps. Himmler suggested
that the food be moved, that.it be essigned to the N.u,.V.,
the Natlional Soclulist Welfare Organizetion, Kiltler there-
upon said that this plan was scceptadle to him.,.28 long aa

2t was in compliance with international commitments (itelics

mine) and proceded to instruct Berger to issue an order by
vhlch these food stores would be mﬁved in two weeks, It was
only when he was leaving the meeting with Hitler that he,
Berger, learned that the food supplles In question were
‘mercy parcels for POWs which had been transmitted through
the ked Cross"., Tnle intelliugence, having come at such a
late stege, 414 not change the Plana to which Hitler had ale-
ready given hils epproval. The entire gesture was most ag-
gravating to prlsoners who saw the accessibliity of Hed Cross
Buppliesa belng transferred fror themaelves to an sssortment
Of Germans, both c¢ivilian and military.

B, Clothing

Clothing, like food, posed a difflcult problem in

e,

22, NCA, Supplement B, p., 1533-34, Marked by the -
fem1liar "IT; 4nnocent® tono,
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¢ountries that were involved in the wer, Germsny, as one of
these belligerents, 4id very little towerd helping %o clothe
tpa Pus it held in detertion. article XIX of ithe Lonvention
'doeu not sey that svme asslstance 13 VYeitter than nonn: 4t
saya, rathier, "Clothing, linen, end footwesr ehsll be fur-
.nished priscoers of war by the Letalinling Fover.” It sdis
that these articles must be kept iIn repelr and repluced regne
larly end that spproprlate uofk clothes must Le given to
ihose oblled to lebor for their cuptors, Ihe Geruanz a4id
not mest these commitments,

Clozely associuted with the uniform ordinarily worn by
soldiers, even those behind burbed wire, are thelr insignls
of renk and decorations. GThe right to continue wearing them
wes parxitted by article XIX. ipain the Germans made mock
0f thelr country's agroement., It hes been reportes, “ihe
1Lkt hud to intervens very oftén, In porticular vita the
Jernan suthoritiez, to prevent not'only bedges of runk and
decorutions, but even uniforms froux beln, token swur Iros
Fi officers end hlus." o

Floutln, tkelr conwiiments, however, was not cone aith
Coapletely impersenal wnconcern. dzthor than scsuns the
Itis-only-a-scrap-of-puper” attitude, the Ueruoan Torelgn
Vifice dlc atvtesnt lcgal justificutions of thelr pciinnz.

In gnower to 6 Uese rrotust, the boreiszn GILice wrote thal

o

[ P

£Ce heport of TCLC, 1 A, LUK,

ogep——
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actually they were ebiding by Article XII.%4 tuhen Brotieh

and American Alrforce perzonne) had their uniforms %Solien

awpy from them, 4t was only because they could ersily beo mis;
telken foxr civilian clothes. as strange as 1% miey sound to
the reader, the Foreiyn 0ffice thought thelr eut, material,
and color all secmed to resemdle civilian Gard, It muad

have beecn, thersfore, with a touch of lenloncy thut the
Forelgn OIffice decresd that the Commandants and security
Ufficers of the various carps could destde whother un’forma
could be teken away. This was not, 1t should bo understood,
confiscation; receipts would de Liven for thoso articles,

48 a rosult the imerican Covernmont, operating through the
Red Cross, found itselsf compelled to carry the grentest load
in thia Job of keeping Amorican Fis clothed. Theiw Job ine
curred muny trying circumstances., The wohrmacht hed orcered
in April 1942 thet only those priacners vho necded lpethor |
thoes for thelr working obligetions could have them: sl
Others were supposed to weor wooden clogs.”S i3 a pesuis,
althoush larygo quentities of shoes weras atocked In comp
8tores, meny Pus vent without. It wsd only in the opring of
1944 that the Germen nuthorities relented and Lave goourances

thut ked Cross consiznmonts of leather footwenr would be

diutr:buted without restreint. 4 neutral obsorver cormantes

L ——

€4. TLetter U3%2 from Department of sialte 40 hir fe-npie
Bent dutea Septenbor ©3, 1044, Contalns trensletion of Core
Ben Forelgn 0ffice memorundiins

“S.  Beport of IUKC, I a4, 05O-60.
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on other roanctions toward the clothing situction ar follovsa:

ibe German authorities considered that, in vier of

the conditlons creasted by "total war®” and ths des-

tructlion by air bLombing of large stocks of clnth-

Ing, they vere entitled to reckon the clothing from

the collective hed (rose consignmonts in their vogu-

lor lssues. ‘ihis policy meant, in praocilice, thet

the bw in Gerouny vero in most ceses unable to obe-

taln the clothos sent with the collective conziion-

meata frow their howe country, unlesa thev handed

in those which they were slrecdy veosring.ct
thia, too, would undoudtedly be explsined by tho Cermans a=
a "security measura®, it must ap.car to be & fairly obvicus
foroula that a prisoner's chances for escepe would vars in
direct proportion to the amount of clothes he rossessed,
ihe Gormens, thus, reasoned that a priscner vhose e3Ccopo
chances vers virtually nil would be tho one with n minirun
of attire,

hogarding working clothea (despite meny [iCiC] protesta):

Althougsh the 1ssue of working clothes falls «ithin

the reoponalblility of employers, the doleguten I0ung

in Cermany note¢7that this obligation npc onlw

rerely bonorcd.”

¢ more dotailed vereion of clothing, with particuler
attention peid to blanketing, was submitted in ansver to a
State Lepurtment request.<® 1qnis lengthy survewy, bused on
reports of Jowlss neutralsa, contained a velter of information

and stutlistics froa which tho foilowing has been catrocted,

::'.'6. Ibi"-o p e z 5{).

7. 1Ibla,

_ 3, Hnelosure No, ) to Lespatch 7440 from Nern to
Secretary of itate, dated Larch &, 1044.
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1. At the beglinning of the war the Cermrns isoued txo
blenkets to each PO%, There were sufflicisnt blankeis %o
tide the Pue over theo *42-'43 winter. As zoon az Hed Cross
blanketls begzan to arrive, the Sermsna took back ono of *haip
blenkets from all Fis. Durdng 1043, the led Cross issucd
20,000 blankebs. .ihat year (1647) was marked by soms come
plaints about the shortage of blenxeis.

. e an Ustober 1543 repbrt on Stalag VII 3 stated that
thlle oach Fii was conaldsred to bs in posseasion of ona
Yianitet, actumllr 15C0 mon wers vithous an, having boon Io-
susq & grectcoxl in lieu ol & bliantoet,

S. A report on Dulag ILuft of Novembar 1043 gommented
that the Senlor British Officer vas asking for more Hed
Croas blanketa, Since the Germans were not nroviding suf-
Ticlent clothing, 1t wa® beolng asked thut the aviators be
pernitted 0 keep thelr flying kit. oimilar coxmplaintz were
Tortheoring froum Oflag 64, Stalag VII A, and Sielog 11 %

4, GLonflilc¢ting versions veres given In rozponce 4o e
requeat of the Internstional Commnittes for & clothing, sur-
vey: The Germans sald they furnished eipghiy percent of the
¢lothin, while tho Lod Cross furnishad trenty nercent; the
ked Crosas reversed the Ii.ures and suld they gave tho elghtr
percont. {sccording to the rriterts obeservatlons, nr-de in
1944, 1t 1s doubiful whether the Uermans furnished ons £ifth.)

B. A ceup report on sStaleyg AViI B shoved that tho nelis-

oners depended entirely unon imericen Red (ronc clothing.
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6, A camp roport on Stalag Luft IIT suild:

For the American prisonsra the pocition 42 not Sabe

igfactory. A3 alresdy pointed out...varzonel ¢loihe

Ing and wniforms are frequently confiscated and

nerzonal beleongings talzen without reoson ond witha

out rceelpt.

7. & camp report on Stalag 317/XVII € (iarkt-rongau)
says: “lhe clothing position 48 unsatisfactory.”
Indeed 1t wus, particulerly in view of the fuct that in most
inastunces, with h minimum-of Gorman cooperetion, HKed (rosp
supplles could have been brought $o the prisoners. ihis
vas wlithout dispute the case up to the fall of 1544, after-
vurd, the Geneva truck brigude could probubly have Bunazed
to continue this trunsportation. That prisonexrs went in-
sufficlently clothed was inGublitably the fuult of the Gore
Mana,

€. housing

Article X of the Geneva Convention provides that prise-
oners “shall be lodged in bulldings or in barracks allording
ull poasible guarantees of hysylene and hecltnfulness,” Zhe
gquartera were to be free from dasmpness and were to bo adee
Quutely heated end lighted, rprecautions sguinst fire wsre
to be provided. Nousing standards (ares peEr parson, sip
spuce, fittings, beddiny provisions) wers to be egulvalens
to those altorded buse troops of the Letaining rouer.

In goneral, the barruck plan found in moss cumps was

Fulbor unifora., Iwo busic one=floor patitorns with minor
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’ veriations vere used. One type has been described gs follo:e:

P

The barracks were of a Standard Germen tryre construc-
tion, approximately 40 x 130 fest, epch contulning
ten rocma levdiny from e central hallvay running
lengthwiee with tho buildings. Two washrooms [sons
running waterJ end e pit latrine for ni ht uss vors
locuted in the rear of tho barraeks, slthou h 44
s00n became necessary to use the larger washrooms
for eddlitional elonping quorters. iach rocz, pn-
proximately 15 x 3 feef, wane designed to provide
frellities for 16 men in olyzht wooden, double-cdacked
bunka, Bunlks in e few inatonces were trinle-decked,
thus increasing the room capacity to fwenty-four,
but the scrme number vas sccoummodated in all other
tases by the assl.nmont of elijht or nine othor men
to slesp on the floors. f%hey fured little worse
than the others, hovovor, as the bunks vere of a
crude type contalning aix alets, no more, no less,
and the only buoyvancy for one's veery bones 1in
eithear casse was an elongated paper sack f£illled with
wood shavings. snd these were soon comnressed to
form a matiress not unlike a shest of wallboard.

# snall stove, a table, end n few stoole conati-
tuted tho reumainder of the furnishings.*?

ihe other type of barracks, previously referred to,v%

Qiffered in size and formst. Of consliderably laerger Cimen-
sions, 1t was almost as 1f two of the nbove-described bur-
racks wore pushed topether with a community washroom in bo-
tween, Eeoh "halfe-barrack” sheltered about as manr men as one
of the other tyre. There was, hovever, no division into roc:s,
the bunks being errenged in “bays” to sirulnte the effect of
beln; partitioned. It was virtuslly && 1f all the men vere
livin, in one larye room. The obvious disadventa_ e of thian

&rranc.ement wns thet snoring and gorms were more communicnble.

[ —

#9., Kobert «. Ludden, Barbed .ira Interlude (slexeon-
dria, Virginla: 116 south PItL Stre- €, 19450, m.. .

30. See ebove, p. 60 in reference to Stalng 11 B.
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I'rison ships apparently passed out of vogus belfore
korld tar Il. Wwith the poaaibla'excgption of vesnsels that
wero uscd in the tranafering of prisoners (such as the Hevde-
krug group), there is no record of prisonsras bsing detained
on such boats for any considersble length of tinme,

From the crowded conditions at most P¥ camns and from
- the ocontinued construction of derracks, it apuesrs that the
Cermans falled to antlcipafe the number of FPive vho would be
taken. At any rate, the hurried building of cazzns left much
to be desired, not only in barrack construction, but alass in
the supply of other camp facllities such aa washrooms, lp=
trines, shower rooms, etc. These deprivations srecinitatad

the anxieties of mony prisoners.




[

A it

131
¢. Remuneration

Nazi economy has been deseridbed as being ons of staute
capitalism, Both ¢apitalism and the Genavws Conventioﬁ thus
agresd that prisoners should be pald for thelir labor. How

pmuch thay were to receive was a matter for the atate to de-

oid&. In practics, those prisoners who worksd in induatry
theorstically earned sixty percent of the rate paild to ¢ivil-
ian workers, Due to the 04d circumstances of war, however,
they could.have collaected thaaelearninga only if Germany had
won the war, Thus, few (if any) prisoners regretted their
Relchsmark poverty. The amall sllotments they did receive
wore rendered virtually worthless by the restrictions im=
posed upon how they could be spent. Prisoners working at
agricultural pursuits customerily sarned thelr largesi re-
muneration in the manner of thelr being fed end housed by
thelr employer. In addition a smell dally wage was given.23
Value of pay received was subjeot to mgrsement resched
by the belligerents. Through the inatrumentality of the
Protecting Power, Qermany and the United 3tates reached such
an agresment, It was declded that the rate of exchangs
should be two and one helf Reichsmarks to the dollar, This
remained in effeot throughout hostilitles and was not altered

wntil late in 1946 when the Reichamark was devaluated from

forty to thirty cents.<3 At the former rate, the standard

2. Report of the ICRC, I A, ©87,

£3. Ibid., 28381,
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priacner of wer agrlicultural péy of seventy pfennige meant
that an eerning of twenty elght eents per day wae custonary.
Cfflecers and non~coms who did not work were not entirely
forgotten as far as money was concerned, The former were to
be pald on a par with equivalent off'icers of the Detsining
Power. <dhey could be paild either in lsgerzgeld or the regu-
lar currency of the Detaining Power. <he Conventlon does not
provide that non-ooms receive military pay. In the rare ine
stances in which they did recelve compensstion, it was in the
form of '"caup money".gg Of value only at ¢amp canteens (Lro-
Quently only a figment of the (German imagination), thls
lagergeld was, in economiec terms, comparatively overvalued,
48 a result, prisoners weres only too esgper to dispose of 1%.
In meny places it came to have value only as card playing
currency, something llke poker chips, Probably its mosb

wldespread value was a3 a souveanlr of the Pw cumps.

24, A pvhotographic raproduction can be aeen in
appendix C.
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CEAPTER X

ACTIVITIES OF THEZ CANPI ~ INTALLACTIAL AND MORLT NEO D3
#. Convention Frovisions {Articles XVI end XVII)
Airtlelss XVI end XVI1 of the Ceneva Lonvention wers of

prinaery interest end benefit to those prisonsrs of war esns

&+

voric odligatlons, those who were cooped un all day viths
enything specific to do. The first of the aforementlion:
articlos provides for complete exercise of relijlous 1ivorty,
This ¥4 right was to be 1lzited only in that 1t had to comply
with "measures of order and police issued by the m:i1: tary
authorlitlies.” Article XVI! atagtes brisfly, "o far as poa-
s1ble, bolllgerents shall encours;e Intsllestusl diverslons
and aports arganized by prisonora of war,” Irisoasns of
war serioualy attewpted to implemesnt theas brovislions to
the greatest extant, To those who were not previcusly oware
of the réct, 1% soon becama apparent that, as sovae angs anta,
"Loin; nothing is ths most tiresoms Job In the world ocaus
Jou ean't quit and pest." Henul, 1t was recognlizad, couwld
be a3 yreat a dangsr as g disease. On2 of the aajor datisa
ol & “"Xan of Conflidance”, a2 the alectad mrerlean rINrangntae
tive of imericnn PLa was called, wuas to vaop hils finger on
the dntellectuald and moral palse of tha wan ha rasraseatad,
?. Bducation

fFor thelr own odiflicutlon and whare tha existance of the
€s3entlal raw materiols poralited, Erisoners sstudllasked edus
Catlonal progruns In thelr carmps, aAn 2Xatinle ol the rrimt-

tivaneas thaey were rofuczd to wmas the ou sLomary comp
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“newspaper”, The esinguler is used Intentiona?ly, for 1t

consisted marely of a einglp ponclled copy tacked uron a
central dulletin board. Sometimes seversl shests of scarco
paper wore dovoted to an issue. Contents variea. Corpound
"news” (whon the berber shop would be open, if a shirment of

hed Cross parcels was expected, oto.) was genernlly empha-

~#lzed, News concerning the outaide world hsd to have on ob-

vious source. Consejuently "flashes” of izportunce vere cips
culated surreptitiously. Some titles shoved impgination, Go-
fonsenen Gazstta,l Irieple Xosmoss others agun'ed rather
trite, Ihis beeX, Prorbed Lire Hovs, etc. &A1)l mcrvsd mors es
symbole of texporarily divorced cultursal patterns than g=
nediums of useful {nformetion.

Frisoners had no monopoly on Frinting newspepers, ‘hein
German captors tried their hand at it too. 7The Ceneva Con-
ventlon did not prohibit the Gissenination of propagandes,

and this was precimely tho purpoze of the "armerican” shees

called Ihe 0%, 1hs Ovorseee ¥1d.2 %ith o high presius nlzced

on reading moterinl &enerelly, the Ceormens fully exrlolted

the situution rheredby prisonsrs hed to muke s sacrifices to

—

1. A reproduction can be sean In & ®peciel sunnlemmnt
to Pu Bulletin, Yeptesber 1064. Some idea of tho underground
Peper, fyu.-iys (Prisoners of uap wralting on wimmin.), can be
forzuluted IToa roprocuctions in Dehind Barbed .3ra,

2. uan cerly copy is reprinted in the “Perscnpl and
Utheruise” column in Herners? Ferazine, CIiXXXIX (Lovembew
1044}, 1ne came 1ssud nos en article by wwe. L. shirer en-
titled “inst the Cormens tole the rrisonora®, ro., &57cegy,
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get out a one page paper of their ovn, The sxtont to which
"sévantage” vas teken ensbled Cencva to rejors:
The ICKA slso had to intervene to induce certsin
Detalning Powers to refrain from czrrving on
politleal propaganda emongst PYW. This hen:.ened
especlally in the case 0f the Cermon puthorities
emon;3t allied Piis,d
The story of OK sheds considersble 11igzht on the nrop=

lem currently undertaken. The first Issue of this Engllsh-

.printed weekly apreared on Key 9, 1943, On 1t3 masthesd

ar;eered a question mark which served as an Introduction

for the front pege snnouncsment of a name contest. The win-
ner vas to be awarded 190 cigarettes, A name typifying
smerlcon vernaeular arrived with the fourth issus. One
4« R liowr presumably won the cigarettes. Xis suggsestion

marked the epifome of prisoner contribution. Virtually

the sum total of all the rest of the peper wse the product

- of German machinations regarding means of splitting Ecstern

end Vestern allles. In every conceivable form from subtle
Propaganda to cutrlght lies, the Germnns attemptod to zold
R Bew sdjunct to thelr war effort. ihe four tzbleld sized
Ftu08 would include an "Editorial® colunn, "Vorlé pond ver
aers”, "Iilitary", aend a "Home front" colummn. Under these
ttles vhat a multitude of ulterlior motives Jurked: “ha

{irst 1ssue devoted 8 full peye to the Volks:c,on == tha

tar that Higler presumably made avallable to the Carman
.

S. Renort of ICRC, I 4,751, Althouph pronacsnda is
qot *vecifically mentioned, 1t may have beoen considored in-
Urghe op insulting treatment forbidden by article II

e w0
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working man. The psychological appeal was geared to the in-
terests of young men with traditions of mechanical ingenuity.
Another seotion haed a "Cerman lesson" conducted by Otto Xoi-
schwltz, once an inatructor st Funter College in New Yorik.
"Home front news™ of the third issue told of ever inecreseing
numbers of Y,S. Adrmy desertions. The editorial of the fourth
issue purported to reveal the "trus” chafacter of Communisn,
In a most olever maﬁher, the Germans used Americeon sources

for leads. For exampls, they Jumped at an article by authore

farmer Louls Bromfield in Readsers Digest entitled "e sren't

going to have enough to eat.," Similarly, they relished a

Hearst (Chiscamo Herald and Examinar) editorial ealled "Soviet

Russiar Foa of Poaoce" and a comparable McCormick (Chicago

Iribuns} complaing that government censorahip was being used

to hide U.S, government fallures. ‘fhesne sublects, 1t was
thought, would bresk down prlsoner morale. 'th’a was the
Gérman short-term propaganda obJective. They wanted to oul-
tivate a defeatist attitude enong theilr prisoners,

Howsver, In the long run, this newapaper had quite another
&in, In blunt terms, the German sditors (a number of whom,
Sugzeats Shirsr, weras representatives of the Forelgn 0ffice
&nd of the Propaganda Minlstry) thought that the paper might
Sorve well as a means of spreading the seeds of Nazism to
the United States, It was for this reason that rmeh of the
text, upon analysis, could be ahown to contain defintte anti-

Bemetic mnd antl-negro prejudice. In the event that the
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prisoner-roader would not "fall” for either seapegent, the
editors liberally made "bait™ out of mgland and Russia, 4 -
concerted offort to keeop the perper before tha priscners vag
made, tho ideoa being that the prisonsrs would have to bo ex-
posed 1f' thoy wero to be propagandfzel. To this end thors
was a libéral (but late} sports coverage. DBesldes viillzing
cartoons, crossword puzzles and choose-coke plctures of Gor -
man glamour girls 1£ varying stages of undress, the editor
aslked for contributlions from american prisonera., The Germans
24i¢ not miss a bot insofar as strongthening thelr propaganda

machins was concoerned.
Education in a rore formal senss was nlso to be found

behind darbed wire, Classes were held at e mmber of ecamps,
It 12 not to be understood, however, that such clesren re-
sembled anything one might find In ordinsry sscondexy schools.
In the f£irst place, supplles, such as paper, reneils, black-
boﬁrd, challk, textbooke, weme at a palnfully low level, Seo-

Onﬂw, tralned personnel were too faw in number. Finally,
Plent fucilities were virtually non-existent, Faged primarily

on the initiative and enthusiasm of the priscners them

7]
3
]
a3
s
4]
-

schedules of ¢lasses were met up and potential sites were
Sought for conducting the classes., thars weathep
8casions were held outdoors. Yhere this wos lrpoesidle, ar-
Tangementa were made to have cert, in b#rrack rooms urad fom
Certuin classes. Vashrooms elao were taken over for edncasive
Purposes, Tith so many adverae conditions, 1t 45 nat suypris-

Ing to learn that many prisoners rendlly recognirnesd thets the
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greatest effectiveness of such ¢lasses lay in thelr keeping
E the men occupled rather than in teaching them something specie

fic along technical) or profeasional lines,
The Germans themselves did not do much more "encourag-

ing" than to allow the entry of various materials sent DT re-
lief organigations such as the Red Cross, YNCA and the Buro-
pean Student Rellef Orgenization, Books, of courss, had to
be censored before reaching prisoner of war camps. In this
regard, the Garmans did drew up a "master 1ist" which simpli-
fied the problem of book censorship.s

Apparently at one time the German authorities hsd s=ome
notlon of placing university students end graduates in gep~
arate caups, presumably for purposes of continuing their edu-
tationa, Red Crosa observers noted that such o specinlized
Samp was In fact established at Stargard in the Spring of
1841.5 Such ideallstic plans, howeveé, had been given up by
the time the United States entered the #ar. The most that oan

. be said on behalf of the Cermans is that they 41d not nmake

& point of hindering the organization of ¢lasses within the
eompounds.® It was probably felt that the Kriegle was out
of misohief as long as he was attending classes, perhaps

trying to learn a larnguage. It wus with this in minge

——

4. Report of ICRC, I A, 278.
5. Ibid., p. 279.

6. andre Vulliet, Preliminary revort of the war prisoners

alg, Younr ient's Chyistisn associstions dvring Vorld V.up 1i
Goneva: Intornational Cormlites of the YiuCa, 1¢48) p. 21,
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that educational supplles were introduced to prison campe,
Literally tons of peper, pencils, protractors, sverwyihing
(including a mirsograph machine) met with German anprovul,
Yet what entared was not sufficient, Classes 25112 hnd %o
be called off for lack of anything $o write en or with.
Probably the mos{ enviable and impresasive scholastic record
was established at Stalag Luft IiI vhere, in thres years, the
camp "university” wlth a staff of about sixty teachers gave
over seven thousand courses,?
C« Relligion

Freedom of rellglion, as established by aArticls XVI,
probably was respected to an equal if not greater desren
than moat prisonsr righits. Une primoner account speuks of
& canp chapel in which regular services were held "for all
falths",8 It would be reasonuble to ask whoether this in-
¢luded prisoners of the Jevish raiih. a YiCia opinion was
Contained in a report that "spiritual and relizious 1ifs
*as gilven utmoat frecdom, even in the case of the Jevish
faith".® 1In soening contradletion, the 2ame survey points
%ut one paragraph later that "kKost books requestsd could bo
sent in with the exception of those written by CGerman-dorich
refuyees”., One cannot expect retionnlity on this subject.

Perhapa speculation regarding different kinds of "Jewtshness”

7. Ibido’ Decb,
8. Greenin, and Spinelll, ob. €14,

8+  Vulllet, I'relirinury Rerort, n, 40.
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49 beat lof't unsald,

The Geneva Convontlon, by article XVI, specifies that,
f':‘?‘uiniaters of a religion...shall be ullowed to minilstes

L ully to members of the sams religlion.” Germar milltary
:'-__;“ghorities concernsd with prisoners of war decrocd thet
';'._:-mplaina could be suthorized to visit work dedzchmenta,
jwoviding they were sufficiently guarded, 4 seccond "pro=

§ f-;:a_mn” caused protest: the German authorities saic thas
f:';{_-theae traveling chapluins had to return to thelr base carps

‘the sams dny they started out., Thie effectively oliminntecd

risits to a numbor of detachments which proved to be too

‘dlstant to fu1f11) the CGerman terms.1O Cthaplains vhose

founds wers thus curtailed Frotested to Swlso representae-

._:tl.vea of the Protecting Fover. Their coxplainis ultinzately

j'.:_mo brought to the uttentlon of the U. S. Steto Dopariment,

'tho In turn protested to the Detalning Power, 12

- About as objective a plcture as one coulc hope for
M&rdinb relizious activity was embodied in n stns isticul
Port on Staleg xviI B.1

Covaring the ten month perlod from Jenuary to October
1944, the Teport roveasls:

S

tadle° Alrgrem from Department of Stute to Ver Deportrment
) ert “7’ 19(240

ﬁ“ 11, Tﬁlebrm LAZ 842 from 3ern to Secretary of Sinto
Auc?' d")’ 194‘}..

ﬁ'o Letter from Hed Croes Delogate, a. Cerdinnrux, to
Bresee, ot puG, catec Verch 1, 1045,

§°1°n
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Cmp populatlon. Y 4,172

Catholles..eaesressr S1.8%
Orthodox Cathollc... o 25
Protestant..eeceecss 85.85%
JorltNeaursanvsscese 1oB5

No religioﬂ. sessnnss «B5%
Service Attendance

Sundsvs ' » vieekdnva
HOlY Ke88.eeeoences £7,674  Morning Preyers...... 16,688
Holy Comrmnion..... 4,547 Roly CoxmunioN.sesees 7,87
Censral Services,.. £2,403 Lrening Services..... 9,126
Total Services..... 134 Special Services..... 752
Totel Corvicel.eceesss 407
Hospitel Vieltg.iseseo 83
D. HRelief Soclety activity
Rellof societise {mnd their sotivities) are provided for

by Article LXXVILI of the Convention. A8 mentloned belore,

several separats organizations actually partleipated in this
work during the recent war. The YUCA wad trpleal of them.
1ts sctivitios have been described rather cerefully {and
¥ith a groat desl of pride) et the request of the Preovost
Karshael Cenoral.l¥® as a duly accredited egoency, thas YECA
smployed only eipght full tinme pnd two port timo visliors or
delegates, Thils émall sta’f, generanlly, but not always,

astompanied by a Germen officer, made 2,500 vislls to over

13. Cf. Vulllet, op. cit.
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ons hundred and f£i1f%y base ommps snd several thousand work

detachments during the war., Regarding execution of program,

in the words of a YMCA representatlive:

In Germany proper, at least until the time when
systemntic Allied bombings oompletely disrupted
communicetion end somsmhat affected the equanircity
of the Gorman authorities toward Allled prisoners,
the regular War Prisoners Ald program was easllT
carried out.l4

As proud as delegates-had a right to be of thelr accomplish=-
ments, they nevertheless reportedt
«..88 in every country holding prisoners, work de-
tachments zoattered all over the map, ol'ten more
than 100 miles from their base canp, 4id not always
get their full zhare of materlals direoted to baszo
campe and their stock of supplles often looked Trather
8lim, 15
Prisoners themselves pald grateful tributes to such re-

lief organizations. Profuse thanka wers offsred for books,

sports equipment, and religlous articles recelved. In a
letter to the War Department, a group of senior officers of

~ various luft lagers observed, "It was largely through the

efforts of the YNMCA that the mental attitude of the pris-
oners of war remained 2o fine throughout thelr incarceration
in Germany."18 Acknowledged also #as the holp rendered dur-
ing the evacuation marches which begen in Janwary 1045 and
lasted until ths end of the war. Some idea of the sceminglyT

bottomlesz hole they kept trying to f£1ill up may be seen from

—

14, Ibid., p. 40.
15. JIbid., p. 51.

1€. Greening and Spinelll, op. cit.
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the following incomplets 118t of rslisf supplles eent from

the internabtional offices in Geneva during 1244 to American

camps. X7
Poanollgceivvenssssnsnnas 15’184 Sports Ahort8eeeene 6’759
EP&SEPS.........a...--a-. 2’576 Cm Shoes (pI‘S.}... 7’491
Skip rope3.ssasssscrness 1,855 Choss 8eb0ivecsvcas 1,501
Chont expanderf....usese 489 Play cardSeseseesse 21,093
Softballs and basehalls, 9,542 Xoas decoratlon sols S50
}Iandhalls...l.........'. 5'161 Guitars.....iﬁoiﬁﬁﬂlOO 215
Tennis balla........‘.... 3’166 Ukulelea-........-... 269
Boxing zloves (Pre.)e... 1,684  Plubes...csevscevsss 1,070
Ping Pong balls (doz.).., 21,054  Viollns,.....cceinns o3
Sports JersoyS.iececensss 6,679 SaxophONeS . seesnses 8o
Accordians. . ouernne 53

The extent to vhich sporte squipment was used varled propor-
tionately with the food supply of the camp. A8 food supplles
dwindled, the more strenuous sports were foresaken,
E. Miscsllaneous Recreatlon

A reoiproonl agreement of April 1942 allowed the show-
ing of filma (originating in their own couniry) to priéoners
of war.l® Rellef agensiecs underiooXk the job of distridublon,
Almoﬁt thr»ese hnnidred modern American £ilma and over one
hundred 16 millimeter sound projectors were sent to camps in
Germany. this do@s not mean that all prisoners wers glven the
opportunity to ses moviss, If German authoritlies wished n
bs contrary, they could always arrange to have electrical
power ﬁupplies "interrupted”. Furthermore, transportation
lowered the odds of ever soeing movies for prisoncrs dotalned

in outlying cemps. Iuft IV, for instance, nover showed such

—

17, Vulliet, op. c1t., p. 51,

18. Revport of ICRC, I 4, 281,




filme.

Likeriss, no consistency was shown in the CGerman prac-
tice of granting perm;usion to cultivate smell gercen plots
within prison compounds, The decislon was a matter for Camp
Commendants, Vhen permission was grunted, seeds were pro-
cured from relief agenclies. Prisoners then spent considere
able tire at thelr small-scele farming endeavora, Sometinee
permission was retracted by fhe authoritlies. A% one comp
it was claimed that prisoners were uslng garden plets to
dispose of excavated earth that had been accumuleted in the
procese of digging escape tunnels, 9

State Department correspondence aunggesnts that In early
1943 the German Govermnment was prepared to enter into a re-
siprocal egreement permitting the installetion of radios in
prisoner of war eampé.zo fhere is no record of thls agree-
ment having been officlally settled, Rether it remained for
prisoners of war %o while away the hours not listenlng %o a
redio, but plenning and scheming how to manage to “sncak™

radio perts into the camp.

19, Pu Bulletin, II, No. 9 {September 194<},

20, Telegrum 2080 from Bern to Secretary of State
deted April 27, 1943.




CHAPTER XI
MAIL
. g0 ing

¥all provisions, Articles XXXV through XLI are enumera-

- ted in that seciion of the Geneva Convenbtion approprlalely

entitled "External Relations". Sending and recelving mall

13&3 a PW richt whose pavchologlcal Zmportence cannot pousibly

be overnsiizated. queea, the liberalization of malling
rizhts end the facilitation of mall celivery probadly would
have minimized the numbder of paycholngical breakdowns that
occurfed among, prisoners of war. As conditions exioied,
transportation end Gistridbution proved to Dbe exzaneratling
stumbling blocks in the path of an efficlent mall svwatenm.

In conjuncticn with Article XAXVI authorizing the bele
ligerents to deotermine the monthly alleovance of latters and
postcards, the minimum generally established vas two lotters
and four cards.} Beginning with the "capture carsd” (sent
during the first weck of captivity), this nuxber wsa seldonm,
1 aver, excecded, Freguently a loaser number woa allotted.
Camp Commundants, 1f they felt fnclined to molzte exnlanstlons,
could plesd e paper shortage as oxslly wao they could sxrlaln
the lessenad quots £8 & punishment, Both rojloinders, Insi-
dentally, were actually given to smerlcan Piis. fGhe "punlish-

ment” angle may have bsen suggested by the Forel,n O0l{flicc.

—

tha vriter
2t ter foroa

1. Ekenort 3£ TeeC, I a4, 349, Cards offered
soven lines, cucn: five inches in length, whlle Iu
etontelned trenty four cuch lines,
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one of their memoranda dealing with this subject Cscreoed

that a prisoner of war scrving s dlscliplinezry sentence, al-
though he mi ht recelve unlimited mall, would only be ullowed
to =eni ona letter every three waeks.? Censorchip, of course,
counld become a Aelaying factor under any conditions. As a
sacurlty measure, all outgeling letiers were carafully
acyeuned, mevertgeless, with a1l the time =pent in censor-
ship, embarrassing ltems at111 slipped through. 4 corporal
et Stalez 11 B, for instancs, wrote Iin & letter to hie sisier
that nshile he had been struclr with a »ifle, somes of the other
prisonera "got the other end of the gnn.“s

Additionsl) li:itations placed on prlsoners' malling

privileges wero locel in character but neverthaless affectel

slzable numbers., 4ib Stalag II B end IV B an order was given

that communications could be addresved only to blood rela-

tiona beerin:; the sgmo neme as the aendar!% This unneceozsary

meusure was intended to reduce the nuwabor of letters belng
{ llpse

sent. It is concelvedle that some prisoners, -nose without

such sgme=nemed blood relations, incurred s rost umusuael

deprivation 8¢ & result. T%hen reports alleyin. & four month

2. HFemorondum guoted in Tole ram SrCG-54’ Irom Lelund
Enrrizcon to Secretary of State duted Seopbauber 19, 1Tx4.
Article LYII spys merely that prisoners under digelnl inary
runishment gholl be allowed to send end recslve setiers.

Z. FE. Thomaa Bally of the Strte Depertuent schno-led.ed
recaint of » photostatie copy of this leiter in hin letier to
Col, Bresee, (f{ilce of FLG, deted Januery +S, 18<h.

4, fcleyrom 404 from metling Seeretary of ltate CGrew to
Bern, dated Jonusre =4, 1040,
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pail interdiction at Stalag I1I B reached the Stats Depart-
ment, the Jwlss wer& asked to conduct en inaulry. Asked
about this matter, the German authorltlies, Qenring any know=
‘Yedges of the ban; gave the rather unsavisfectory ansver that
~ the measure mist have besn one orderad only by the Commandant
of Stalag III B.S

FProvisions for sending money or valuables home, as 63«
~ tablished by aArticle XKKVIII; were rarely, if ever, utllized
. by American personnel. The explanation is simple enough.
In the first placs, american prisonerst dependents wers cus-
tomarily provided for by ailotments withheld from prisoners!
pay thileh continued'without interruprion). In the second
place, existing rates of exchange woﬁld have meant that the
prisoner had to work four 70 pfemnlg days In order to be able
to send a dollar home., Such a seven or eizght dollar per month
allotment would have appeared slightly ridieculous in the
United states. PErisoners, in other words, 4ié not have the
noney to aend home,

B. Incoming Mall

"we lived for it, and juet about the worst punishment
we could receive was for our captors to withhold cur mall.®
In such terms did prisoners of war describs vhat mall could

mean to a person in detention, Whlle thers were no formal

———

5., Telegram 2581 from Bern to Seexrstary of State dated
May £, 1945,

8. Creening and Spinnelll, op. cit.
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1imitations placed upon the number of leiters that eould ds
written to prisoners, in effect praotical consideratlons con-
stituted a limitation. “hs Red Cross urged next of kin ¥o

recognize the fuct that a flood of latters would mean over-

purdening loads for CGerman censors. IT this were to happen,

prisoners! mall would be even further delayed. The Red Cross
held that 1t would be desirasble for everybody %o get fewer
lattera with leas deiay than to risk the oventuallty of

soma prisonsrs getting more correspondence at the exvense of

. delays in otherat mall,

rald delivery in wartime was wrought with difficultles,
For exampls, in Juns - Jﬁly 1943 some bten thousand lebbters
were dispatched from the Unlted 3States to Gensva, destined
for American prisoners in Italy, By the time the letters
resched Switzerland, however, the prisoners had bhean moved
up into Germany. All Geneva could do was pronise that for-
warding would 6ccur as soon aa the neutral Prisoner of War
Information Buresu received lisits of new addresses from the
Germans.” Even under more "ordinary" conditlona, dellivery
Yook inordinately long perlods of time. In uwnusual Znztances,
a letter mlght rasch ite dsstination in a monthi it wan con-
tidered excsedingly fast for a lotter %o arrivs uftar two
months; generally, it took thrae months for a letter to reach

the P4 camp.a The Senlor American Officer of uflag G«<

—

7, Hev. Int., XXV, No, 209 {November 1943), 320-31.
8, ¥¥ Bulle%in, 1I, No, 3 {March 1044},
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reported that the average delivery time of letters delivered
in May 1944 wags ninety elght daya.g Numerous rsporitzs and
complaints of thls nature apparently reosched Switzeriand,

for In June 1844 the President of the Inbternational Ted Cross,
Hax Huber, addressed a memorandum regarding mall deliverr o
81l belligerents,l0 in the most diplomatic terms, he sald
that he should lilkte to recall attention to Articlies XXXVI -
XL of the Convention which reguleted connections of prisoners
of war with the oubelde world, Nore bluntly, he saild that
conplaints charging unnecesssry d?layalin delivery wore ap=-
parently well) founded; that 1% had been esiablished, In sonme
casea, that mail had besn routed through unnecessarily tor-
tuous paths; that cenéora had, not infreguently, delayed rmall
enywhers from several weeke to several months. Iuring the
naxt month, July, the United States authorities, concerned
over the nunmber of prisoners whose addresses were 84111 not
Inown by thelr famillies, aslked the Red Cross in Ganeva to un-
dertake fhe task of forwarding letters to these men,ll A dee
partment (dubbed "Directory Serviece" by the Americuns) was
formed to this end. %hey recelved thelr first balteh of unad-
dreased letters on the day efter Christmas 1044, There fol-
lowed a deluge of adout twelve thousand letters per wooll.

About eighty percent of these were immedintaly dispstched to

i —

9, v Etulletin, ii, No. O (September;,
10,
11,

t?.'.‘l"v

sve. Int., XxVI, No. 207 {July 1044), TOo-1ll.

|

T

av, Int., XXVII, No. 314 (Februery 10435), 132-34.

|
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’ prisoners whose current addresses were imovn, The Led Cross

estimated that this service out about three months off of
previous dellvery timo vhich, for thess men, mifht have been
five or six months.

another allevisting fector in the problem of mall de-
livery was the allied reconstruction of port fucllitles in
Earsellles, Its reopgning in Hovember 1844 pgroatly fucili-
tated transportation, at least to and from Swlizorlsnd.

Disruptions, Irom the German point of view, could gen-
erally be blamed on the enemy. Ihey contended ithat {1)
Germen alr mall flighis between Lisbon and various polinis
in Cermsny hed been forcoed to stop Dy the allied occupation
of France, (¥) warfare asround the Murselilles ~ Switzerlanc
line had sccounted lor mall diaruption,rram dJune to uctober
1944, and (3) incroased numbers of prisoners (the nunoer of
anericans triplod from June 1944 to Februsry 1945, sccording
to the ned Crosas) 1tself constituted an onerous censorship
loud inevitabliy resulting in delays.la

rersonal parcela of food or clothling were tuthorized by
article %AinVII. 1n practice, noxt of kin Qere pormliticd to
send one such parcol plus four "unlts” of tobacco every

1" .. . . .
alxty cuys.~ “hese parcels were sublected to pillerage and

—

12, Pk Bulletin, Ii), No. © (February 1945).

13, The parcel, not to exceed elaven pounds whrn
bPacled, hea to be mualiled in a mumner permitting enoo of rosotal
inspection. inch tobaceo unit conaisted of thrac curtons of
Clierottes, or one hunérad el ars, or twenty four ounces of
thewin, or smoliing tobacco.
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eonfiscation from various quartera; The T.3. State Depart-

ment protested that “...extonaive pilferage of next of kin

wareels takzea place after they have left the control of the

american authoritiles."d Ae frequently as not, German author=
i1t1e3 had excusss., 7To explain the conflscation of sixty

thousand ¢lgurettes from private parcels, one caup comman-

. .der elaimed that smell compasses wers belng concealed in some

acka e8.1® when & neutral observer was asksd to checlt on
= g

the allesgation, he was shovn phobtographs of compasses con-

. gcealad amldst clszarettes, Tobacco parcels, incldentolly,

. were not prepared by irdividusgls as were food and clothing

packages., Such parcels were zent only upon application to
one of a 1list of tobaceo coﬁpanies dravn up jolntly by a
number of government agéncies representing the grmed forces,
the State Department, and the 0ff{ice of Censorship.

Desplts continued representetliona to thoe CGermans through
the 3Swiss, théae prsctices prevailed.' About all ths Amerls
can authorities could do waa formulate protests against Cer-
ﬁan ections in this regard.

It haz been contended that shortcomings snd fallures in
the arsa of mall exchange can be atiributed Lo weaknesces of

the Genevs Convention as well as to German behavior. in the

-,

31

14, Telegrem 2684 from Stettinlus to Bern, dute

sugust 4, 1944,

15, Welegram HIS-E23 frow Bern to Seeretury of Jtate,

dated Augus‘b 30, 1044,
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words of one ICRC spokesmans

The oxperiences undergone in the course of the pres-
ent econflict shows that the apnlication of the rulos
regarding correspondencs of orisoners of war in the
1020 Convention wasz not suffielent to establieh

the liaison that ought to have been sttained...in
certain cases.t

1t would sppear, upon sxsmination, that eonsiderable room

for improvement exists in thia area of the Convention.

_16.. Rev. Ini., XXVI, No, 302 (February 1044), 139,




CHAPTER XIX
. JEaALTH
B 4. (eneral Physicel
A phfazigl state of well-being in a prison camp despends
upon soveral factors. Threo Imporisnt coﬁsiﬁeratious, fdbd,
clothing, and sﬁolter, have already beon diccussed. In addle-
tion, thers should havs baen adeyuvate hyglene fecilitles o

'prevent the oneleught of disease and adequate medical faclll-

ties to treat silments after they had once rmade tholr epnear-

ance. &3 far a3 the formexr weroe concernsd, reporis on offi-
cor CamDS Suer8st thet hot showers were aullowed once per
ueek.l Cenerally speeking, cemps for enllated men were lesc
fortunete in this respect. aAmericen prlsoners, nevertaelecs,
managed to keep thenselves reasonably clean; the Red (rosc

kept them sdeyuntely supplled vith sopp.

Hegardine tho incidence of discase end illnesaes, aArti-
oles Xill = iV of the Convention provide thst sanitary moss-
ures to assure healthfulnoaa‘muat be token. This incliudes
’ ) the treaiment of sicknesaes, fls Conventlon doos noi, howe

1 over, stute thut a P can present himself on =sick cell whene

ever ho vwished, for it was concelvable that soic prisonors
might try to ovade their working responcibilitlies in this
Benner, in practice the Gormans sdopted an unwrition rule
that only e cortain smuall percontaie (ran_ing from one to

five percent) of men could present themselves at the nmediesl

' 1. F# Bulletin, 1I, No., 4 {april 1944) II, Lo. &
(June 29447,
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tnspectione customsrily held every few da}re.2 fAindinge of
such inspectiona revepled that "Csnes of malarie wer~ few,
but there wae a great denl of furunculosis, end Clseases
auch £8 tuberculocsis, wlcers, pastritis, nephrisie, etc."a

st labor detachments, vhyelcel allments whick were smell In
themselves bacame scrious debilitlies due to Inadejuante ﬁraat-
ment.

. Another infection that ﬁanifested Lbrell freely In
prison camps and among priaoners of wer gonerally wns Ars-
entery and assooiated dlarrhesl dizorders. Not quite a3

prevelant during relatively ztable conditions of lmprison-
ment, this dliseens hit virtually everyone durlng the forced
evacustion marchas beginning in January 1845, As 2 rosult
of drinking unsefe wator or of living in £ilth, drasenterilc
Anflammations of variing intensity became a major health
problers, W%ith little or no medicine avallable {rom the
Germans, it beceme a common might to see prilscnars of wnar
Torced to ralisve thamselves on country highwars, village
streste, and sven, on ocension, in wors public locslities
of gome of the lerger citles of Germany.é
Yermunent Py 4inatellations, in observatlion of artliclo

XIV, gonerully had sick wards of infirmarles whare vn attompt

[ro—

2. Revort of ICRC, I 4, PGS,
&, Jvid,, p. 268,
4, Cant, Leslle Ceplan, "Death Mareh MNecdle”, alr

F’Qrca, XAVIIX (November 1945}, 13,
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? was made to take care of prisoners' heallh needs, Although
| reports of deficiencies in this regard came most fregusnily
1n the later stages of the war, one of the rarer correspond-
ences from Britiin in the fall of 1843 declared thot 2% Lufd
111y prisoners could not leave their quaerters at night, even
] for extreme or emergency medical aid.s anyone attempting to

1eave could be shoi without warning. Although thia is in

apoarent violation of the aoéond section of sarticle XIII, 1%t
{s conceiveble that 1ts "day and night" provision refers

~ primarily to lavatory facllitles, At any rate, the aAmerliecsan
ambassador to Britain suggested that the exlating altuatlon
vas contrary to Article II {(humane treatment). The Unlted
States protested to the Germang Iin early 1044 thet at Stalag
11 B wounced and tuberecular patients were Invariably kept

l tqgether with healthy POW&.G mis obviously vlolated Aril-

tle XIV. a4about five months afterwards, the German Forelgn

0ffice issued e memorandum denying these charges.7 They

'z stuted that wounded prisoners were hospltalized and ihat

tubercularswere isolated at Stelag II B.

5, plrgram A - 1497 from Ambassedor Winant to Secretary
of State dated November 30, 1943, Winant's information prod-
ably came elthsr from & repetriete or an escspod PU,

g A R e

6, Telegram 1157 from Sscretary of State Bull to Tern
dated April 5, 1944.

7. Memorandum included in Alrmail Letter GEX-989 from
Department of State to War Department dated September 23, 1944,
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_ A 8lmilar routins took place in the Swmaer of 1944, fhe
Senlox Cﬁmp Cfficeor at Qflag €4 wrote a prqtest lettsr to the
Swiaz Legation in Berlin.® He charged 111 treatment of sieXk
Amerlcan officers vho rere sent to Posen to appesr before a
Nixed liedlcal Commisslon regerding thelr repatriation. MNen~
tioning, incidental}y, that on their Journey from Sehubin to
Posen the mon were foreceod to mureh Iin the strests instead of
on the aidewalk_(prov;king publiec curiosity), the main pro-
test was oonéerning treatment after they had arrived at theilr
@estinatlon. The group of nine officers end one enlisted npen
vere billleted In a deseried, fllthy building once used, appar=
ently, for tubercular prisoners. W%hen the Senior aimeriean
Officer refused to enter such guarters, the groun stood in

the road for three houra until one éiok offlcer heod to lis

down., %he Germans, seld Col. Draxe, offered the ultimatum:

elther use the old bullding or continue standin, in the road,
Under thls oondition, the gquarters were scceptod undexr protest,
One of the blankets given the group, continued Col, Drake,
8t111 had vomit of a former user on it. Bedbugs sbounded.
while an Improvenent was promised by & German major, this
entire procedure had occurred in Poszen on a previous occazion.
Some three and a half months later, the Germen Forelign Office

offered their rebuttal.’ %he whole thing, they said, waz a

L S,

8, letter by Col. Thomas D, Dreke to Svies Legstion
Quted 1ay 4, 1944,

9. lemorandum R 1883 T/4 dated iuvgust 18, 1044,
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paneuver to dlscomfort ths German authorities. The descrip-
tion of the quarters was bdoth exapserated and misleeding,
they contended,

Although not mentioned specifically, the epirit of
Article XIV undoubtedly includes rendering therapeoutic treat-
ment to wounded prisoners of war (especislly since it csll2
for "temporary prostheilo equirment”)., In fact, ths Germane
414 notlify the Intornutional Red Cross of the meilods belng
employed in the rehabllitation of wounded prisoners.1° AS
reported, the treatment consisted mainly of (&) anoris,

(b) medical gyvmnasties, (o) manual labor (sewing, knittini,
embroidering), (d) practicsl craft skills {cerpentering,
talloring, shosmulking, cebineimaking), {o) blindw~craft (weav-
ing; malting brooms, mats, baskets, brushes), and (f) miscel-
" Yaneous activities such as gardening, kitchen work, end laun-
drvy work. In all due fairness, it rmst be admlitied tho
Germans wndoubtedly 444 render valuaeble rehadblillitatlion Lreat-
ment in many 1nstan¢ee. However, in all due objeciiviiy, 1t
should bo pointed out that "mlscellaneous" ectivitles pre-
dominated. There is almost an element of combined irony end
humor in a contention, for instance, that amputess had to peel
potatoea and do their own Airty waching for therapeutlc
Yeasonc.

Surmarizing, the collesctiive physical health of /smerican

10. Ei Bulletin, II, No. 3 (lMarch 1044).
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prizoners of war, rhlle gensrally good sz compsred to pris-
oners of other natlonalities, had serious impairments in
several areas, A2 army doctor, noting that the incidence
of TB smong americans was not compareble to its Incldence
smong other liberated Alllies=, nevertheless generalized that.
"The prévalence was s8¢0 great as to suggest o grove spread
of tuberculosia as a result of the conditions of imprison-
ment, 11 While_opld;mics wers kept in check by the use of
ell vaccines that could be acqulred, noe such preventative
measures could be tzken agaiﬁst the development of stomach
and dlgestive disorders, Camp reporis almozt invariadbly nen-
tioned this situation. Thus, in February 1244 {vhen food,
by later compariadns, was relatively plentiful) ICRC dele~
getes mentlioned that at Stalag III B trventy eight Americans
‘%ere kept in the infirmary with stomach dlsorders, vhile at
Stalag II B four hundred men (out of three thousend, thirieen
- pereent) were confined to barracks with stomach troudlesz that
rerdered them unfit for work.l?

B, Dental Health
Dentnl troubdle proved to be both a figurative snd a

literal sorespot in the health conditions of prisonars of
var, There existed in the camps neither enough dentliats nor

enocuzh equipment to treet allmenta, Critically dapendent

[ ——

11, Colonel Hsmond R, Long, "Tuberculosis in Gorman
zzgaon Camps,* Ths Military Surgeon, XCVII (Docember 1045},
=50,

12, PW Bulletin, II, No, 6 {June 1944).
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upon the kind and emount of food avallable, prisonera! tseth

demanded much attentlion. A Red Cross survey observed, "Caries

end other dental troubles aprsad rapidly...“ls ¥hile the
Red Cross tried to comply with camy requests for dentsl
gupnlies, there appesred to be a constant baeklog., HNoitwithe-
standing the fact thet the Detalning Power was mupposad to
foot the medlcal d1llls (Article XIV), the americen Eed Uross
established a revolving fund vwhich, through the Sviss repre=
sentatives, was made avalleble for the peyment of fees in-
curred in specis) dentsl! treatments,l4

«..30me regulations [German] in fset only permitted

the supply of dentures fo prisoners of war who had

lost at least fifteen teeth during eaptivity =ns

wore suffering Ifrom §aatric disease due to insul-

ficient mastication.id

In brief, German dental eare was wholly Znadequabe,

Ce Deaths
The death rats of American prisoners of wer in Cermany

Was soproxicately five per thousand. This was considered %o

be & "normal® ratio,16 It admlittedly does not specify

A ——

13. Slordet. op. cit., p. 65.
14, PV Bulletin, II, No. 9 {September 1044).
15. QXevort of ICRC, I 4, 265,

16. BSiordet, on. ¢it., p. 53. Considering the total
Male populetion in Tlic United States frow 1630 - 41, the U.S.
Department of Commerce estimates a mortality rate of £.45 per
“ at age 20, %.90 per N at aje 25, and 3,233 ror X oat s,.e 30.
€f. United States Tife Tables and sctuariel Tebles, 1050e104)

ey

“ashingeoni eV, 1940), De 28 Uass3C On vribe anlos Ty
these figures would be atill further reduced.

1
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phether prisoners killasd upon eapture entered the estimete.
The éxact stablistics are 4iffieult to esﬁablish. In an% cate,
for cur purposes they are of relative unimportance,

Artlicle LXXVI, treafing of pﬁisoner of wayr deaths in
captivity, specifies that death certlificates shall be drawn
| ‘up Just as for soldlers of the natlonal army; that honoreble
burial be given; and that graves shal) be marked, respeocted,
and maintailned. In iegard to wills being formulatec, 1t Is
8en;ra11y conceded that a dead prisoner's effects vill be
forwarded, through a neutral intermedlary, to ths siate of
orlgin,

e have already seen, to & limited extent, liow death
vigsited American prisoners in Germany. Some men weré killed
ﬁpon capture; others were killed durling air raids. JSons
. Just became aick and dled without too much "help” from the
Germans., They may have had heart silments or severe cases
of pneumonia. Sometimes the CGermans had nothlng to do with
these deaths, but more often they were implicated in soxme way,
88 the following protest wire suggests:

The responsibllity for the deaths of three Amerl-

¢an prisoners from acute appendlelitls restis upoen

tlie German authorities becsuse the medical care

vhich they have provided has noi been such as to
insure that the prilsoners regelve overy kinc of

medlcal attentlon they need,t7?

S—wecifically concerning burlals, Anerican authorlties

were in no wise satlsfied with the reports which resched

————

17. Telegram 3641 from Secretary of State Shotbinlivs
to Bern, oated uctober 20, 10<é4.
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them. In one protest Secretary Stettlnius detalled that an
smerican aviator had been burled without a coffin, that this
"grave” remained opened fér sone Auys before beling £illed in,
that no clericel serviece was performed at the Interment, and
in a grand c¢limax, that the.deud ments personal belonglnge
wers stolen.+8 Violstlons of A4rticle LYIXXVI were corrobo-
rated in a report from the Swiss Legatlon in Berlin,1% They
reported that (1} Irench priéoners of war who decorated the
graves of Americun airmen burled in a forest neur Stalug
XVII C ware punished for having peld this respect, (&) IZri-
tigh prisoners were refused permission wvhen they soughtb to
bury the bodiles of americun sirmen which had been on dieplay
four days for "sight seers", and (3} chaplains at Stalag XAVIIZ
A& wors also refussd permission to bury air [orce personnel;
vere Yold, in fuct, that alrmen were not worthy of s military
burlel,

snother article bites the dust,

D. Mental Health

Lental health of prisonere, although very closely Iin-
terrelated with physicaml health, warrants soparate Inveatl-
gation, It goes without savinyg that physlcal exerclse,
even wulks under guard escort, served to bresk the Intermin-

able routine of prison 1ife which seemed to preciplinie

[ e—

18, Telegrem 2611 from Seeretary of State Stettinlius
o Bern, dated July 29, 1944,
: 19. Conteined in alrmail letter 9353 from D riment
of State to War Department, dated September 25, 1
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mentel breassdovns. Cne prison carp doetor listed ruvehoa

neurosls as one of the main troubles encountered, Its con=
secusnces wore virtually on a par with tuderculostis anc cor-
tain dletary deflciency dlseares 20
Mentel disturbances were derived from seversl factors,

Among the most obvious were the Incivicunl temperament of
the prisoner afflicted and the gravity of the situatlons ang
eonditions he tound.himsélf subjected to., 4 groun of mili-
tarf psychlatrists meeting in Englanéd in the £a11 of 1944 szna
dlscussing length of incarceration, concluded that ndverse
psychological effecta decsme more noticeadly marked aftep

18 « 21 months ifmprisonment,?l Propegands Alszpensad bF esueh
‘_ _naﬁSpapers a8 O0X and simed specifically at prizoner consuvmp-
tion 414 mueh to cause the distllusionment that led deener
into mentul undalance, Hunger also should be considered,
Frisoners who deseridbe themselves as8 having been on the
“Wargs of eannlballism certainly eould have besn motlivated in
almost any direction by the rood-drive. The enforced celi-

baey of gefangenschaft undoubtedly was another factor, pEr=

ticulerly for those men who, suddenly f£inding themselves

Geprived of blesexnal gratifications, tried to mpke "strange

Blliunces”. liental strailn was cauged alro by & gonerpnl fear

of being forgotten, a manifestation best seen on the fcees

e,

20. A.L. Cochrans, "lhe wedical Cfficer as s Prisonen
n Germany," The Lancet, II (September 2, 1045), 4 :

1 £1. "lhe Prisoner of War Comes Home" reprinted in
- Yents) Eygteno, XXIV (July 145, £51.
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of disappointed prisoners after a PV malleall.””

Like ths factors, the symptoms of nentsal disturbancaﬁ
were manifold. A prisoner might marsly be restless or ner-
vousa; he might become apathetle; iIn the most severe caser
the prisoner considered himsell lmpervious to all rules and
restrictions, thus endangering not only himself dut his
comrades as well., In an example et Luft IV, a prisoner mads
frequent attempts to leave the sompound, ezplalning that he
oniy wanted to see his wife who was in another compound. 4ne
other camp waa burdened with s prisoner who, dy the testimony
of two medlcal officers, wam obviocusly suffering from schizo-
phrenia.25

Amerlcan authoritlea, looking out for the welfare of
Amerlean PWs, asked German authoritles to moke soms provi=
elon for the treatment of mental eases, In almost mocking
vords the Germans replled:

Due to special technioal‘ﬁifrioulties, 1% has nob

been posaible so far to establish assembly hospil-

tals for insane Britlsh and North smerican pris-
oners of war, '

High Comrand of Cerman Army will further endean-
vor to estublish a speclal hoapital.®*

Swiss observers noted that, in view of the military events

22, P.H, Nevman, "The Prisoner of var Mentality, 1ts

- Bffect after Repatriation”, British Medicel Journazl, I

(Jarmary 1944), 8-10.

23. Bnclosure No. 3 to Dizpsteh No, 9862 from Bern teo
Secretary of State dated Qctober 27, 1044,

24, Transletion of Germun memorandur in Alrgran 4-268
Irom Bern to Sceretary of State dated February 12, 1045,
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of tho‘times, thé establishment of such a special hospital
vas extremely doubtful., They were right in theilr obeerva-
tion,
E. after Lffects
Two sssentianlly opposite positions have been tendered
in regard to the effect that prison camp 1lif'e hal unen ex-

kriegles. A #pecianl study of 275 seovere cascs of malnubri-

" t$lon among U.S. personnel soncluded:

Liberated American prisoners of war are recovering
qulickly end fully from the malnutrition cecused by
starvation ir Nazl prison camps. Lther will not
suffer permanent ill effects if the atarvation ras
not complicsted by other conditions.*D
The survey mentlonsd that starvatlon tended Lo reduce resist-
ahce to Infectlons. This apparently explained the irneidence
of TB, Jaundice, rheumatie fever, diphtheria, post-diphtheri-
tle polynenritis, end myocarditis, The report eontinued:

Although mental changes are considered to be cormuon
in pellegra, no zevere montel dleoturbaneecs vhich

Ll

vere a direct result of sctarvation wero found.’ <
This mey have boen due to two factors: first, ir most cases,
starvation dlet was not extended long enough to ceuse ce-
mentla; second, prisoner malnutritlion was gencral and i<
not hinge on an absence of greens (as 1t di¢ in soutliern re-
glonz of the U.S. where pellegra was rifo).

Ihe other after-effect thesry can best be unferctood by

PS5, YPOLs Recover wulckly", BSelence ¥ewa3 Iebtier, XLIX
(July 21, 1¢45), 26,

oy

&, Xbid.
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a ocomparison beiween an ex-prisoner of war and a deep sea
diver. The diver, this theory would say, gets the "bends”
after he 13 returned to the surface of the water, Cimlilarly,
1t could be said the lasting impressions and effocts of

cefanzencehalt are not 1mmed1ataly diacernable, Supporbers

L thils thesls, in all probability, have .a paychlztric orie

entation., A typilcal exempls and argunent for thils stand

follows,27

" The ox-POW beling obs;rveé, Corporal B., obriously was

affecte? by a traumatiec experience. Ne had no history of

previous nervous instability befors Joining the army, In

Mereh, 1944 he was taken prisoner at Anzlo, Eis un’t took a

sovore beatling; many were ki1llod., While boling transported

from Italy to Germany, five men sseaped from the truck. The

rest were immediately lined Vp, presuwmably to be shos, In-

3tead, however, they were becten with rifles gng baronate and

were foreed to sit on their haunches the entirs nisht, Thia

experlence consténtly'recurred in the ex~cornpornl's dAregms

and esonstituted an obvious menifastation of sceial maladiustment,
Heurings before Congressional Committees regardin

Claima by American ex=prisonsrs of war on %their enntowns

echoed this argument.<% * Although mosat of the testiwony

<7. lalor susan Davidson, MNotes on . Groun of “xenris-
oners of war’, Bullebtin of ths Mennini.er Clinie, x {lav 19<6)
-‘ ——

-~ -

22, U,%, louss of Revresentatives, Mrner Fromerty Coma
Bisaion, Hearings on HeRe 1000 before the Cowi-iLoe on In-sw
8tate wnd Foreign Comuecrcs, 80th Congress, i3t ceassion,

Dp. 175’ 518"15- ’




CEAPTER XIIX
ESCAPE

Xay 10, 1944, olght officers who oscaped frem Bapth
arrived here.l

Thers 1s ssturedly an exclting story behind these briler
vords and many such stories could be told. our interect
hera, however, 1s to exgmine in vhat manner tho Cormanas
entered the escepe picture, Loscriptiona of americen 1n-
senuity wIll bo minimized.

ihe Geneva Convention establishes cortaln ™iles rcgard-
ing sscape atiempta in the section on "Penalties ip licable
to Frisoners of Lar". Eascepe and/or attempted ocsenpe i
montioned specifically or by obvious implication in articles
XLVIXI = LII inoluaively (with the excoptlon of article XLIN).
411 the reguletions are oriented toward protéct:n$ orleoner
"richts"., They alm st the rreservation of the unuritten rale
that 1t o the duty of a prironer to osgapoe 1f the orportunity
availa 4te=elf.” 1The only lirmitation 5f thls trend is the
Provislon of article XLVIII that "speciel survelllence"

Bay be exercised over priscners who have attempted encape,
For all other burposes, punirshment 1z to de "roduced” to the
absolute minimum® (Article ALVII). authorities are to "exen-
tise the ,rostest lenieney in deciding the question of

*hather an infraction comnitted by m prisonar of war shoule be

——

1. uwigger, bp. ¢i%., p. 179,

o Jhlis wea, in fect, & written reculation durin: thre
Civil var. cf. U. 3. C(onoral order Ro. 07 of Julr 5, 180n,
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pun2zhed by digelnlinary or Jullcial msasuresz...ocnaclally
vhen 1% 13 & questlon of daciding on pets in connection uith
sscape or attempted escapes” (irticle LIX).

¥or purposez of better understanding the rulez that ob-
tain, it L3 perhups desirable to "dlassct” the genmorul ter
"eacape”, .n sttempted escape 1s iho participation 1n enT
proparatory movemant such as drawing plens or turmizling.
Attempt onds vhen the IV fleos or puts hinselfl bovond the
Jurisdictlon and control of his former captors. Escano 14-
8slf ia the proces2 of leavin: that detentZon. Juccessfunl
sccape is marked by return to militery control of the eve
P¥'s country of origin.

Prisonsrs*® declsaliony to auttempt escape doepended on var:
ous factors. Duo consideration had firat to be jiven %o ths
direct preventztive measures enforced, This inciudss stren, t!
of guard peorsonnel, dstuining effect of barded wira, nd Tra-
quency of searches mude to scoich escepo plans. Juch an nb-

tempt also had to consider the escepes’s phvoicel condZtion,

whether he could endure the rigors that elcuno wouslils an-

tulled. Lestly, psfcholohical factors haed to be considered.
Une could not ignore whet was usually ths custorpsry punish-
pent for fellure. tThereo had to be & feslin. of rurporefulness
thet included s re.sonuble chance of succeecs before o ozcuDe
stleornt would be nude. '

After an evsluatlion of these factorsz Led becn nude and

ko

Proepects loohzd 003, one or & Lroup; of prisoners wonls ol
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the breek. Two privates attempted such an sscape from their
work detachment In the winter of 1043, Civilians receptursd
them and they were returned to the farm where thev had bseen

employed, A German Officer ordered two guards to return them
to the baée camp. A short time later, other members of the

vork detachment were called to carry the bodies of their tvo

dead comrades. Esch one hnd been shot In the back. The guards

alleged that they hed attempted to eseane ogcain.d It 18 not
to be inferred, however, that escapees vero invariably shot,
Colonel Greening vho Jjumped train while belng transrorted
vas 2t large in Italy for six months before being recovered
end sent to Stalag Iurt I.% |

Other prisoners attemrted eacape from nrison campa by
tunneling, Of the many attempts, thers were fev suecenses,d
The men burrowed under the barracks' rooms and 4n devious
vays attempted to hide or dilsperse the evacvated earth,
Sometimes thils material was secreted in eeves=-corners undeyp
barrack roofs; sometimes 1t was carried out of doore to be
‘8rrinkled in minute guantities arocund the carnp grounds., The
Cermans never relaxed their search for such ectivity., Three
nNonecoms apprrehended at Stalag Iuft VI were court mariialed

on churges of Qectroying Germen property while In the rrocess

Se Telegram 434 from bern to Secretary of Uiabec cated
Lecember £0, 1043,

4, Creening and Spinelll, on. elt.

e—ii

5. 1In Col, Greoning's camp over a hunfdred tunnsls weve
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of tunneling.® The usual punishment was thirty devs of solie
tary confinement.”

On March 24, 1944, @ mass astterpt at escape DY aprroxl-
metely sighty British officers from the Horth Compoun of
Luft JII et Sagan was brought to a bloody, abortive end.
an offlcial order read to the Senior amerlcsn Cfficer on
Arril 6, annowncing the cdeath by shooting of forir seven
H.A.E. olfficers who haﬁ escaped, declared thet the Julftwafrfe
no longer could be held responsible for the safety of escaped
officers.8 <The exscutions, ordered by Hitler, vere corried
out by eighteen Cestapo and 85 officers. Four tavs efter
the British massacre, the Cormender of the Seeurity Police

issued a top secret order to a1l brenches of the 82, I

o

8aild in part;

Should escaped British and ameriean officers or
nonworking NCOs be recaptured, they are temporare
ily to be placed under guard in the custody of %he
pollca, ocutside of the DOW camp end out of sight
ol Pulis.

The disposition of suzh recaptured prisoners of wer was left

" Up to the discretion of the OK¥, but

in this connection the Chief of the Sipo Csecurity
pollies, Gestapo] and the $D [Intelligence ené coun-
ter Intelligence Agency of the 55) has iseved the
folloving Instructlions:

€. Gernmsn court martia?l document encloged ir
Irom Bern to Secretary of State dated September 1,

y
o
B

bt e
“-D L‘l.
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7. Greening and Spinelll, on, eit,

A a————

8. wigrer, on. elt,, p., 125,
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l. Thé Stapo Leitstellen will take over fror the
Cawp Commandsnts the oscaped officers who hove heen
recaptured and teke them in accordance with the

therto in fores, shonld cirecunstencos
ate special tranzsort, to ths Yavihaucen

concentration camp, buring the transport - not on
the way to the Station, 1f this could be socn by

the publie¢ -

the POV are to be chalned.,,?

Further Cestapo jurisdictlion over prisoners of wer wvho

had attempted escaps {(as well as others such ss those tvho

refussd to work or were accused of the commisaion of saboe

tage' or c¢rimes) was éstablished in July 19044. Ghis was done

throuyli the Kugel

Zrlass (Bullet Decree) 1agygez by the 3ixin

Corps area Commang,10

A Forelgn Offiee memorendum of August anmounced that

prisoners of war ¢éscaping either in German uwniform or in

civilian gard ¢ould, if recaptured, automatically be tried

for espionage.ll

in September, the Germans printed g leaflet varning

prlsoners of war,
a sporty"lZ rnig

%as brousht about

"The escape from prison camps 1s no longex
cafblyamic "ehange of alfairs, they said,

by the capture of & secret and econfiden-

tial enemy militery pemphlet entitled “The EandbooXx oi

kodern Irregular hWarfare”, Lhen the Un!teqd Stautes protasted

this vholemsle attempt to iIntimidate prisoners of wor,

—

9. BCa, V11, 908-03, Locument re-1sa,

10, A0s, I,

a7,

11, German torelgn Office Femorandum R £R%8 ccrea

flgust 8, 1944,

12. Cf, 4ppendix D.
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the Foreign Office blandly (and untruthfully for 1t wne seonm

by the author at Luft IV) replied thot the lenlet was posted
at only two cumna, Luft III and Oflag ge, 13

Strliling modificudlons of the Genevu Convention regula~
tions regordin, escape were thus micde ag the wax progrezssd.
Stories of successful escapes huve been retiher well protected
by security regulstions, sSuffice 1t to Say thut escurness vho
depeslied themsslves into the handa of underground movements
vere generally smuggled back into Allied Contrel; those who
succosafully reschod Switzerland were £-ven sanctuary and were

Iree to leave (unlike intornees) when the aAtlie: finully

éulned a corridor of exit adjfacent to switZerlend.

15. &lryrenm A~G33 fprom Bern to Secretery of State dater
J“'pril ?6' 1?45-
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CHAPTER XIV

TRANSP ORTATION
A. Han

Tranaportatlion In Vorld Wer Il technologlically pro-
gresssd in much tho samoe mummer as did mothods of production
and destruction. The rocent war having boon as "advanced"
a5 1t was, It soems worthwhlle to investignte how scdvunces
in transportstlion seeped down to the level whers ther could
be of soma value to priaonefs of war. Q{erman treatzment of
war prisoners can in this manner bs svaluated,

ihe Convention 1tself gpys very little adout tranaspord
and/or transfer. RXeyulating capture conditlons, Anticle
VIX apecifles that evecuation by foot should not excosd
trvonty kilometers per day unless greater stages anseny to
bo neceanary. Speaking of FW safety, artliclo IX decluros
thet prisoners ure not to be seni into areas of Llshting
or bordardment. Artieles XXV and XaVl epecify -thut moves
ments shell only be underteken if prisonera! nealth warranis,
and when they are moved, they ere to bde informed of thelr new
destinatlion and be able to tolke tholr belon,in;s witil then,
article XLIV tries to protect tho prisoners from teln, de=
prived of thelr authorized fellow-prisoner recresensatives,
dsying that thess men of confidence shall not be trunuferred
beforeazgion en adequats opportunity to inform their
successors of "affulrs under considerstion®.

althouch thin section wi1ll primarily boe devolc” to con-

ditlons of transportntion tow:rd the end of “orld ar 1.,
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brief mentlon may be mads.of preceding eireumstancses., An
éxaerple of marine transport from Norih Africa has already
been eited,l Fersonnel captured in Tunisia and cielly were
taken to collection stations in Italy and then moved via rail
into Germeny. This leg of the Journey was far from ecomfort-
eble. fThe prisoners were Jazmed into freight cars vlthout
any water or sanitary facilities.® Priscpers subsequently
captured In Italy reéeived essentlally the sgrme treatment

.

Those captured on the vestern front alter invasion usually

vere less fortunate in several rospects, Reports incdlcate
many more instances of "marehing" to resr echelons. Aerial
warfare, further, constituted e greater hazard, precipitating
protesta 1ikxe the following over an incident thet occurres on
June 7 nesr Iea Lesnil Vigot, France:

The Government of %the U.S. has recelvsd n repor:

Ifrom a relizble source that american prisoners,,.

while being evatunted in trucks fron the zono of

combat, were compellead by the Germean guthoritie-

in charge to remaln in the trucks while tro eonvey

waa under elr atiack,v
Iwo Americans who attempted to get out of the truek viere
killed by CGerman gusrds. By nightfall sixty tvo hed tosn
Wounded. Ior want of medical attention (that dAi¢ pot arrive
until davs luter) several died durlng the night.

Convention violetions inereused after L-Dav. Seeretary

1. Ses ebove, p, 45,
. Creenin; ang Splnellis, op. ¢it,

d. Telegram P11 from Acting Seeretary of Stnte Grew %o
Bern cates Janvary 13, 1945,
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Hull wired z protest early In June thgt:
Department haa received rellable report that two

vounded americans ware transferred recently from

Dula? Turt to stulay Iuft VI in & rellrosd bosiw
car.®

During the trip which took five and s half deys {aversging
about one hundred miles in twenty four hours), no medical
attention vas given. Food consisted on one losf of breac,
They were given no drinking water,

Caup mbvamonta undertaken in 1944 likewlse proved to be
¢ontrary to the spirit, if not the letter, of the Convention.
information regurding such movements should hezve been for-
warded through'the appropriate Gorman bureasu to "the intepe
ested Powers” (article IXXVIiI). The Gentral Agancy reporteé,

hovwever:

4dccording to American PW lists drawn up by "men of
confidence" end sent to the (entral adgency, it has
been ascertained that mn eastern camn, which har-
bored american aviastors, has been trunsfeyred Inte
the interior ot the country. 1hls nevs hss been

confirmed by & note from the ICKC delegation in
Germany,

No mention, it can be seen, iz made of the Cermen guthorities
having volunteered this information.

Perhaps one of the most infemous {and well publicizeq)
incidents regsrding 8"transportetion” violation was occa-
8loned upon the decampment of Iuft VI ot Eeydekrug in July

1944, 1The "Leydekrug kun" fi1les 1n the wer Crlies Divislon

——

‘ 4. Alrrsll Jetter £083 from decretary of Stete Ll 4a
Bern dzteq June i7, 1944,

5. Hev. Int,, XXVI, No. 510 (Qctober 1G44), 750,




176

of the Judge Advocate Ceneral'a Office run into literally
thousends of pages of depositlions,many of which vil) remain
in thelr security-classifledelimbo untll cleseifications are
removed and they can be subjected to serutiny, avallzble un-
classified materisl offers an outline of the even:t.G The
evacuationlbegan on July 14, 1944. The two thousand orig-
oners wers first taken to Memel vhere ther were vut aboard
the¢ Lasuren, The two day, SOO mile vovage to Swinerunde was
made under the most edverse conditions. In the firet place;
the men were handcuffed, The hold of the vessel was much

too smal) for this human cargo. Ventilation vas of the
poorest sort, a particularly bad featurs sinte there were no
toilet facilitles. Lrinking water wes lssued in the aparsest
smounts, HNo German rations were issued a% all, aprarently
bevanse the men were given Red Cross rations befors leaving
Camp. One prisoner who experienced the ordeal 2214 hs por-
90nally witnessed three ¢cases of wild hysteris as a result

of this trestment. ;fter docking at Swinemunde, the won vore
tfansferred to boxcars which.took them to the railroad sta-
tion nearest Luft IV at Gross Tychow. Ths &lstunce from the
8tatlon to the eamp, approximately threo kllometere, was

lined with guerds srmed with machine guns, kany hed police

A

€. Teleyrum 3707 from Stettinius to Bern daies vctober 30,
19445 Telegrar 3A3=541 from Horrison to 3ecretery of ttnte
Cated Septemver 19, 1944; Znclosurer 14 and 17 {Comogitions)
to Afrmall Iatten 11837 dated June ¢y 1045, aloo soe GITOnR-
dlx & for pertinent deposition br Ir. Teslie Ca:lan,
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dose with them, A% the order of the Cerman transporiaston
of ficer, Captaln Pickardt, a column waas formal, 43 soon asn
1t started moving, the Captain ordered the prisonors to
doudbla time, Yhon the Teldwehal nad an Irresular pace, ths
men ran into others in front of thew, stumblin-, trinning,
At this point tha guards atarted waing bayonats, rifie butes,
end dogs 1o urgs the mawm forward. It wus 1mponsible to keon
ba iage undar thase conditions, Tho rion Jettlinonad thetw
zeaser bolongings whils thoy were bitien by dogsa, culfe?
aboui, and dbayoneted. Heny Injuries were Incurrad, Ons
prisoner, sufferin; a ¢oncusnlon,was tomporanily blinder for
several days. Brulses, abrasions, and bites, when frented,
were of{1c2ally recorded by tho German medieal officer %!
"sunsiroke". then the non £inally reachad the cauip oite,
theyr had to walt fypom twolve to thirty hours in the vorin:
without food bsfore they vwers aduitteq. “he ontlre rrozeans
Ru3, In & word, denlorable and oonstituted one of the mon»
notorious departures, on Germany!s pard, from the Genmeva
Convention,

Other transportation violafbna tan be polintod ons.
Une prisoner testifioed that in November, soon nfter ho
batled out of a disubled alreraft, he wasd forced to mumen at

r
1sa2% thirty miles to rench uan Interrogulion point,’ Lrtem

———

to Secrotary of Ltute daled Juno @, 1645, veLonltion of
Lt, Lovidsen.

7. tnclocure Ko. % o ulrmall dptten 11857 Crom Dpwm
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commonted:

iranafers of camps which have been in operation
for several months in the eastern ang vestarn
sectlons of Gerumany aifect over 20,000 ansrican
prisoners of war according to Information whieh
today ssaumes a rather {ragnentary fors,*

Thus, as the war took a turn fop the better for the Aliles,
i% %00k a turn for tho worse for prisoners of war. Journeys
vhilch ordinsrily would have taken davs took wesks, as people
and supolies Jemmed German hizhways and railrosa facilitles,

The estimated 50,000 prlsoners represaented many Giffaer-~
ent camps, six of the malor canns (Stalugs I1 &, IIL 8, IIX ¢,
Stalags Luft IIT and IV, and 0flag 64) ‘themselvas accounting
for about 29,000 men.ll Thetr destinationa, seldom stabe
to them as provided in tha Gonvention, ware generally tovard
the séver-raseding Interior or Germany. The Viar and State
Departmenta summed up the aituation as follo—s:

All the camps in East Prussia, Poland, and that

part of Pomeranla east of the Oder Klver ars be-

ing moved westward., ‘This ineludes anong others

Stalag Tart Iv, Staleg II A, and Stalag IYI B.

Similarly, Stalags IXI B and 111 € are being

moved westward. Stalag Lufi ITTI is being evae-

nated to the southwest, Prisoners of var in

the northern part of Sileslia are being moveq

northwest and those 1in southarn 8ilesia, narticn-

larly at Staleyg VIII 3 angd Stalay 344, are be-

ing moved southwest across Sohamia., It ig under-

3toud thet the officers from O0flag 64 are being
gent to staley III A at Tuckenwvaldic, between

0. Hev. Int., XXVII, do. 238 (april 1o4%), ses,

11, Ei News Xoteg, I, No. G (¥arch 5, 1045),
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Beriin ang Leipele. %he dcatinatign of ¢tha other
prlaoners has not been confirmee, !

Rellel atotlons vepre planmed by the Internntlonal e
Cross to allaviute the prisonars:? PMght. A doerot for Red
Crose purcels wan first establishead at bﬁbeck, then anotinm
one was set up at Lemmin, A Red Croca represoentetive pr noacd
@ third one at Rcubranﬁenburg, and soon a virtunl netwonl;
evolved with additionpal termingla belng created s+ mmbline,
ayrern, Neuatrolitz, Parchim, and Teterow.ls ihe arstem wan
not a penaces, howaver, Keny of the prisonewa travelin: on
secondary routes nevep ceme in contect with these rellel sine
tiona. (iviiians sometimes hamperod the girtribution of
suprplles. Un occasion the prisonor: themselves tranted Qif-
Tfleultlies, 1t was with oxtreme reluctance thnt ‘chackeores
svstoma verifying which prisonera haa recsived rarcele ware
utilized.

An on-the-spot record kapt by a PV from Luft 1771 Elves
the rriscnerst impressions, The exodue Lrox: Sagan begen ot
2500 hours on the nlght of January o7, Snow ooversed the
ground;: the texpeorature hoverasd at adbout two Cesre-n below
Zero. In g waok!s tima, the men hag covered HIG Eilomaters,
80 kilomsters by foot. 4after resching & new cazp, the o o

oner wrote:

Travel voary, irritated sipclk south compounc men, .,

.....

1o, Joeint esatenent of Lur Leparimznt on
of State ronrinted in £ 2ulletin, IXII, No, 2
-‘_-_-ﬂ-u-“

15. I‘l o‘l’. lnt., )‘;JHLVII’ I‘."O. 5}7 (:.f‘:" 19‘:5‘}’ 3?:""’73&
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arrived st their new guerters Stelag Vil a4,

fioocebers, Baveriz., len Jam paeked in barne,

Sleeping in shiff%s [sic.], eating from cens,

thoughit of Stalag Inf't ITI as the Country Ciuh

it was reported Lo be. Iungry, eagorly avalie

ing each iszue of relch rations.l4
The sena war log computed German rations from January £7 to
February & as hsving been 1z loaf of bread, i+ pound of mapr
garine, i pound of meat, and 4 cups of barley.

frlsoner versions of the evacustion from Inft IV shed
further 1ight on transport conditions.28 fThe men not ebie
to mareh left the camp late in January, Thoy were crammed
into boxecars snd had no knowledgé of their destinstion. On
one oceaslon they went without water fop thirtykix hours,
on another for forty alght. Some gnards "eharged" cigarettes
for bringing mucheneeded water. 4 medical officer, explain-
ing hov two hundred men out ef Tifteon hundred contractae
s8tomach and or intestinal allments, testifled that at one
time s "mix-un" pesulted in drinking vater baing glven in a
¢ontainer that hed besen used for body wastes, FMurtherrors,
the CGarman wation contalned spoiled moat.

A Pd doctor vho asccompanied ths "shle bodled™ marcheys
fron fufe IV renorted:

e were on the road for A6 cayrs durlng ~hich we

narclied, starved, froze, nmarched, scratched our
. .

la, wigger, op. ¢it., op., 69-70.
15, Enclosures 15 and 16 to Alrmeil letter 11807 from
Born to weerstury of tate ditcod June @, 10405, Le pritions

Ef Lt. Bog ess {a medical oiticer and Sgt. Shields (g
train comunnder').
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lice, suffered dlsenss ang merehed some mors, e
1nid In f1ith, slept in barns or fields a- dodred
cerial strefinge. Ge marched from tha rotern Wront
to the wostern Front and then cdoubled back o the
astern Front., e covered &0C uiles,

For food vis averaged 770 calories u dar 0f Gera
man retlions for the firzt &% days of the maren,..
il 17 hed not been for the led (rons food care:lr
te recelved occesionally Beny more of ue would heve
diled, 16

This reporter tells how, after weeks 1n vhich stragilers (end

moedlce vho staved back to heln them) vers gan~-butted for lage

ging, the Cermans got surpriéinaly humens Qurin. the leat
thirty days, aprerently finally resiizing that tho ena o
the var was soon to conme.

UL the aimlessness of the marches sugossted 2bhovae, g

Ked (ross dsleyate reported:

lhe German commandants of the two columma of T.s
could scarcely furnish Inforsation regarding the
route that waos folloved. Fop exoxnle, the hed
(ross delegete was t0ld thet the hea¢ of ona col-
wen would be at Petscheu, while 1n reality the
first Pvs hed hardly reoached buchen - alfveicn
some 30 kilometers distint fro- tha Toint India
cabtoed, 17

this enerchv overcame virtuslly all of the once-orderly
columns of prisoners, Leeking a definlto dostination, a
esoup from sSteley 344 wee Spreed out GU milez; thoue from
Stolu,, ViIi B extended gomo 73 mlles from cehlan o the

hooni, urotz reglon.<8 1t cen be imaglned vhat Cififeulitlins

L ——
e Coptain Leelie Ceplan, “Lesth Lureh ediec”
.‘_.v S

"

»
Yorcer, AAVAIL, Ho, 1t (NovewVer IDdb), 1£-20. ea z15a
G

e crdix & for Qeposition of r. Ceplan,
e Reve Int,, AAVIL, Ho. 316 {arrin 1008Y, oor
—“-_—H-
23, P I'mide =ty 115, 10. ¢ (Appir 1945),
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Red Cross truckes, seoling to bring food to these men, en-
countered under these gonsitions. According to a Swed’coh
military source, during this period the Gormens themcelives
requasted that trucks be put at thelr diznosal to nid In rova
Ing prisoners of waralg
B, Tranqurt of Fateriels

Just es the movenents of prisonera of war yeflectrs o
serious, if not critical, breakdown in the Germen transpor-
tation aystem from ths beginning of 1945 on, movemenis of
reliel supnlles would indicate the same thing. The numler
of Germaon reilroad cers in use was goverely limlited, ‘ihore
was abaolufely no eertainty es to the urrivel of rackuges
sent by rall from either Switzerland or Lubacl, 4 typicen
delay was reoported in e letter recoived ot ICLC herdousrtors
from the Kan of Confidenca of ona camp.eo Arrilving in Swit-
zorland a4t the end of Narch (1045), the letter strted tho’ £
shirment vhich wea to have contalned provisions for his camp
for the month of Septexmber (1044) and vhich hed iert Switcore
land at the beginnin, of Noveuber was reccived 8t his camn
during the second hall of Fodbruary (1945)1 St111 veil trang-
port remained In thoory the most practical means of carryin

-
lurce quentities of supplies, "The Division"<? of tha icre

19. Telegram 663 from Secretery of State to Honn

doted Fobraury 1%, 1045,

i ot . . " -
‘0. EHew. Int., AXVII, Mo. 326 (.pri) 1945}, rac

. } 1]
“le La LAvia’on cesn accour: du Cozite Internetional
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for this reason organized "train=blees". They collected nos
only German but also French, Belgilan, and Swiss ra’iroac

cars to be used exelusively for the revictualling of pris-

‘oners of war in Germany.%2 fThe Irench Societg.Nationale das

Chemines Ge feor sent one thousand cars and Delgian suthori-

ties sent seventy five. The first bloe of Tifty ears carry-
ing food and medlcine left Buchs, Switzerland on larch 5., It
arr;vedlat Noosburg éwo days later, having treveled the 230
kilometers in 43 hours and ten minutes, an average of 7.7
kilometers per hour. This perhaps explains why the Division
was prompted to organize a motor pool to supplemsnt faliers
ing railrosd deliveries.

Iwenty five Amerlcan trucks donated by the allied Elgh
Command firat entered Germany, with German authorization,
on Mareh 7, 1945.23 gwiass chauffeurs were accompanied and
guided by rou:teen Gormen 4rmy personnel. Carrying 12C tons
of food and medicine, they first rendered sssistance in the
Bohemlian e¢ities of Eger, Carlsbad, end Larilenbad where meny
Pé evacueos were locanted. Then they moved back Into Bsvaria
to seck other needy Pus befors rsturning to 3witzerlesnc *o

restock., French convoys steedily grew in slze, By Moy, 2086

‘Yehicles (primarily imerican but including zome French and

Canadian trucks) vere boling used to feed prisoners in the

[

22. Hev. Int,, XXVII, No. 316 (anril 1045), 2an,

ps. Ibidc, Prie 288-89-
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fouth of Gorusny,et ‘1, gonie ex

tent this 8ervice wags Guplst-
cated in tho northern areas,

It 18 fronical thet in the midat of %er, this ali-mt
gesture or internetional Cooperation brought relias above

end beyond the compass of the Geneva Coavent:on,

B Ty

4. FHew, Int,, XXV1I, No., 217 ($iny lees), avr,




CHERPTER XV

TIRMINATION GF CAPTIVITV
A. Repatriation
Under the title "ferminntion of Captivity", Articlos
IXVIITI -« LXXV of the Geneva Convention provida for the re-
turn of prisoners of war to the control of the countre o
their origin, In thess provisions, by far the grsagter a-
tention 1a pald to conditions of repatriastion, Tn addlition,
article LIIT pertains.to punishment relative 4s 8lilzihle roe
patriates, and the entire aAnnex or ¥odel Agrecement sdloined
to the Conventlon proper is concernsl with condiltlons of ree-
patrlation., Repatriantion la, thus, an important aspect of

Eefengenschaft. 7Tt 1s not, 1t should be remenbered, the

ueln means by whieh Prisonershiv ended. Liberation, thien
ls dlascuzsed below, affected meny more men, It might ales
be mentionad that captivity was ended by other mesns such

83 escape, serving the deteining state {treason on dosone

tion), or death,

Repatriation, as has been mentioned, succeoede? ransom-
iIng a3 & method of regaining eaptured personnel, T i3 cus~
tomerily eccomplished on a recliprocal basis, To be deolared
ellgible, o rrinoner hod to rresent himsolfl Yofore o Mixed
#edicul Commission whose Quty 1t was to meke degcisions rae
$arding the phyolcal and mental heslth of rotentin repatrie
eten, «lthoush artlele rXIY epecified that oner threo mewa

Yor comnisaions vere to be comnoded of two neuirgls nnd one

Physietlan apnointed by the Detnining Power, this wroceduws
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vas not alvays conaildered to be in the best Interests of the

belligerents, Consequently, gs a matter of fact, the lixaea
liedical Comuissions verled conslderetly.l gSomstimes there
vas only one neutral and twe representatives of the Detntn-
ing Power; at other times there were no neutrsls reprecented
at all, Some commissions operated with only two members,
when the United States entered the war only three Swis
doctora, AtErlaeh, Stern, and Fuchs, were assligned excly-

aively t0 3ueh repatriation work in Germany, They had been
exemining British prisoners of war, 4 U,8, - German egree-
ment extended theiy dutiez to the examinations of smerican
‘Pus.% Obviously this small corps of men could not succesase
fully cope with the Job as the war progressed. The ICRC
repeatedly made oxpresaions of their desire +o Ineresse

the numher of commisslons in operation. A the same time
neutrals lacked confidance in the oporation of exlsting com-
missions, The NMedileal Saction of the ICRC, in 8plte of many
ettempts at verification, s=aid thpt they were "never [Ztalics
nine Jable to verify officlally that the declsions taken dy
the medical Commiseion ¥ore put into effect, Very often men

Wore kept in Caups when, a&s they Claimed, they had besn

Paased for repatriation,"® 1p any event, the shortage of

——

1. Report of ICRC, I 4, 387,
2., kev, In%., XXV, No. 298 (Qectober 1043}, 778

S« henort of ICRC, 1II 4, 297,
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peraonn§1. perticularly neutral doctors, tended to reduce the

number of men who wore passed for repatriation. At the samo

tims the attitude of Cerman suthorities had the same effect,

a3 indieated in the following excerpts of a letter written

by an dmerican doctor vho was interned at Iuft IV:

Geneva says a man may be repatriated for peptie
uleer, We had several men with peptic ulcer, diag-
nozed by Cerman doctors and Germsn X-ravs, How-
ever, we didn't-have the Xerays - just the reports-
eo the German doctora relected these fellows,

1 remember the repatristes who left Luft 4 1n
January 1945 and they were definitely criprles,
There were asmputees, at lsast one paralysis ease,

8 cese of Insanity...

The Germans turned down meny sielr cases. I know

that if a fellow had one eye, he had to stav,%

. Attitudes &nd local conditions exerted as much influence on

the overall repatristion poelicy as 4id the Geneva Convention.

There were some half dozen exchanges beiLwsen Germany

and the United States during the war, Prisoners of war

vere not ineluded in all of them, For Inatanes, none of the

fourteen Americans involved In the firat axchange, Cetobher

124%, were military personnel, In the spring of 1944,

thirty five slock or wounded American prisoners of waer ro-

turned on board the Gripshoim.® The Barcelona sxchange of

4. Letter from Dr, Leslis Caplan to suthor in answer

to questions regarding repatriation, Minneapolis, Junns 4,

Sectlon 11, A4, 3, of the ¥odel Agreement BuEaest3

that prisoner: shull be reopatriated for "Blindness in both
éyes, or Iin one eye vhen the vision of the other remsins bae-
low 1 in spite of the uss of corrective glassez; paduction
In geuteness of vision in case 1t 1= impossible to rostore
1% by correction to the acutensss of & for one ere at loask...”

5. P% Bulletin, 1I, No. 5 (May 1944).
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Pay 1944, involving oéar & thousend repatriates of mixed
netionnlity, azuin 424 not inciude a sinvle fmarlcen orisoner
of war (end included dut nine americen civillens). In June
tho Gripsholm roturned aixty four amsricen soldiers ané one
war correspondent, ir, Larry allan.e It cean be seen that up
to this tﬁne. covoring over a two year period of active op~
poalition to Gormangf leas then a hnndred Americen soldlers
kad been repatriated u der tho terms of the Convention. In
September, however, 735 american servicemen %ere aboard the
enchange ship when it pulled into New York hnrbor.v This
'tempo Incresscd 28 close to five hundred amsricun prisoners

were conductsd across the Sviss border from Konstanz to

Kreuzlingen in Jenuary 1045.3 In February, 463 men arrived

on the last exchange voyasge made by the Grigsholm.g ahe
bulk of the men repatristed, it ¢an be saeen, vere reatored
to their country 4o thels» sountsr in the last stagos of the
war when, by most considorations, a prisoner of vur could be
nothing but a llablility to the Cerman war rachino.
B. Liboeration
Although over a thoussund americsn prisoners of war

were roturned to amerlcan control by the capitulptions of

6. PE Bulletin, II, No. 8 {auuust 1%u4).
7. tar Legartment Fress Releazc of Cctober 18, 1044,
8. PU Bullotin, III, Ko. ¢ (april 1945).

9. Fu bBulletin, Xil, No. 3 (Rurch 19<5).
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 Romanila and Bulgarls,l0 4he great bulk of liberations came

. * f’f
toward the end of the war as the allles Invuded Germeny pro-

per from both the east and tha west., 1In oarly april the

Secrotaries of State and Var i1ssued g Joint statement:

In general, conditions under which American pris-
oners are held in Germany today are deplorsble.

ihe offensives of the Allled irmies on the Esst

and on the West have overrun 27 of the prisoner=-
of-var camps and hospituls out of the 78 in vhich
american soldiers were known to be held. ‘fheso
military operations have resulted in the liberation
‘of approximately 15,000 americans on the Bastern
and L.estern fronts, liowever, the German Government
has hastily evacuated 36,000 amserican prisoners
into the interlor of Geruany, vhere 24,000 others
wers already belng held,ll

" Later in the month, after having freed another twenty instale

latlons, the mame sources estimated that slixty to sixty five
thousand americens were still being held as prisoners of wav.

At this point, the State Department received a one-sided of-

' fer from the Germans. They sald, bluntly, that they would

not attempt to further evacuate prisoners of war, thet In-

:?f 8teud they would be left in the camps.2? Tne United States
;f_waa quick to officlally acknovwledge and accept the offer,

‘. Secretary Stettinius wired:

Request Swiles to inform German Government thet the
Government of the U,S. accepte the offer of the
Germen Goverrment to lesve in all camps 2l pris-
oners of war as Allies advance and for 1ts part the

10. iar Department Fress HKelegagse dated October 18, 1944,

11, diar Departnent Press Release deted april 12, 1045,
Bote, ineicentally, the Stettinlus-Stimson estimate of the

§ total nunber of Pis resches 85,000,

Adpr11 29, 1045), 810.

12. Press Kelease, Department of State Bulletin, XII
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Government of the U.S, obligates itself not to re-
turn to active duty American prisoners of war re-
covered by the Allles undor this arrangement,lS

The agreement'was to g0 into effect &t 2359 Bern time,
April 29, 1945 if no word t6 the contrary wes received from
Germany., None was, Quite to the contrary, e Lay 1 press re-
lesse revealed that:

se.The German Government has regquestsd the Swiss

Government, as Protecting Power, and Internstionsal

RKed Cross to dispateh Yepresentatives to those

* camps which are not yet libersted.lé

This was, however, mors easlly sald than don-. Yery few of
the camps thet remained'to be liberated were taken over by
Swiss or Hed (ross delegates. At Iuft I, in the rath of
the Kussian advence, orders for the evecustion of the 3%a-
lag were received from Berlin on april 30 but they were re-
seinded by Himmler!'s hsadquarters which instead ordsrcd the
guard personnel of the camp themsslves to leave.lb A fey
Germans, primerily thoss who thought they could not survive
the rigors of en evacustion march, remained in the camp,
Americsn personnel took over camp administration awaiting
the arrival of the Russians whe made their first spreasrance
during the afternoon of May 2. Several days before, Stalag
VII A st ioosburg hed been liberated by the U.S. “hircd Army

under similar eonditions, In the west, the roecovered Fus

——

13. Telezrsnm 13507 from Secretary of State to Beorn dated
Aprll 10, 1945,

14, War Department Press Kelease dated Yay 1, 1945,

15. Lowell Bennett, Parachuts Yo Berlin (Nev York: '

« Yanguard Preas, 1945), pp. 226-¢7.




vere almost immediately ﬁaken buck to "repatriatlon conters”

from -hich they were flown to England., These liberated

by the Kuasinns hed to be more patlent, Coneral isenhower
edvlised prironers to stay in their camps temporarlily insteod
of adding to the chaos that charactarised Germanrt's roads

and hlghways. Generally hia advice was accepted, the men
realizing that u plenned evacuation would be faster and
agrer-thun an unpl;nned one, Towerd the middle of ¥ay, U.S.-
Sovist exchange polinta wers aet up et Wismar, Vuntmery,
Tudwigsiust, Magdebery, and Lelprlg. 4t those stotions the
"ex-Fiis” were returnod to american military control, Thev
were then taken to one of four assembly centers {trusaels,
Ngmur, ¥sdan, and Thaon) for processing, Thelr next stop

wus one of soveral pointa of embarkation such s FParls or

Le Havro vhere they awanited boat or planse transportetion back

to the Statca.lﬁ

16, IF¥ Bulletin, 11X, No. 6 {June 1945),




CHAPTZR XVI
SUMLARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND PROSPLCTS

4. German Cbsorvation of the Cenewe Conventlon

To ansﬁer declisively whether the Ceneva Convention, one
8light aros of international law, hed been upheld by Cermany
throushout the war iz very difficult thing to do. Cualifs-
cations of one sort or snother can inverledly be reglatered.
It 1=, perhaps, gprropriate that op;oeite content’lons be sum-
marized while keeping in mind that the treptment of rcrie-
oners.or war was bound to be a relative thing in tho strict-
est sense of the vord. 3ome Amsricen Pz veore treatald more
severly than other All4e4 nationals; others were pccorded
comparatively "soft" treatment. Generalizing, 2% mar ba asid
that /jmerican prisoners were not miatrestsd to the extent
that were other nationalities held by the Germans. The CGare
_ mane themselves repeatedly alleged (particulsrlv toward the
end of the war) that they felt more gllled to reprezentp.
tives of the West than to the “barbarlisns” of ths Tast. Thls
appears, however, to have been nothing but e ruse to win
tlemency in the Inevitadle calling-to-trigl. The 4nhumans
trostmoent of meny Pelglsns, Prench, Putech, Rorwveginng, ue
"western" reprcsentatives, explodea the myth of sny erst-
Weat differentinstion.

rroceding ¥ith the "pro” contentions (that the Corven-
tion war observed), we £ind nany imrreasive statesonts from
- Preaurably relisble guarters, Zurly in the waX, the State

Department itself contended that Germany was heeping ito
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word, wes abiding by the Convention.l Simi]arly; fongras-
sional hearings assumed a rather defensivs poslition regard-
ing German behavior.

In generel, the German government has endeavored
to secord to umerican prisoners of war the stende
erds of treatment preseribed by the Geneva Prisoner
"o War Convention. 7The Cerman authorities have,
however, atopted a less liberal interpretstion of
some portiong of the Convent$ion than has our gEoverns
ment, It 13 probeble that the exligencies of the
sltuation in Cermany are in part the reason fop
thia, %he primary example of un’iveral Interpre~
" Batlon of the treaty by the Germens 1s 1in conn-ce
tion with the food ration for prisoners of wap.%

After suggesting that perheps the Germsns avre not to blame
for this because "base troops" [with whom prlsoners are to
bo fed on a par) are not actually defined 1in the Cohvention,
the report continues by pointing out that rules of housing,
¢lothing, medical care, ete. have Gesn complied with.e A
continuation of the same report prepared during the nexs
sesslon of Congress hedged a bit further:
From the very beglinning reporis have been received
Irom the Swiss Government on maltrestment of irerl-
can prisoners, %ut all vere of & minor nature and
none as serlous as those received betwesn the early

part of December 1944 and just prior to VEwdey.d

The Provost Marshal Genersl, in a macezine article he had
—t

1. Prese Holease, Department of State Bullakin, VI
(ey 23, 1942), 447.

2. U.3., Houze of Representatives. Investlizeblons of
the Natlonel mar Effort, 78th Congress, £nd wession, house
wonort l19ur.

e U.3. Houee of Representatives, Investliyations or
the Natilonul war Lffort, 79&h Congress, lst Session, Houce
fteport 725,
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vpitten, =aid that although certain "lapses" wrere brought to

light by tho capture of eneny prison camps, essentially the

Conventlion had been obaerved,?

Some prisoners, furthermore, sang the same refrain, 4

Britisher ecommented:

Between 1940 and the beginning of 1945, British end
smerican prisoners of war, in organized eompe, were
treated on the whole correctly (though not alwars
humenely) by their captors. For the Germans, when
they obey the letter of the law, are sticklers at
1t; but their trestment of Russiang, Poles, Jervs,
and civlllan prisoners left us under no 1llus’ons

88 go thelr complete unconcern with the spirit of
it.

4 SA0, Colonel Splvey, vwrote in a February 1944 lssue ("de-

8lgned for home consumption™) of the Kriegie Times:

Those vho detain us have not trested us badly, and
heve given ws many small concessions which have
mede our incarceration. lighter.

The spirlt of the CGeneva Convention hss been
carried out and our treatment, in generel, has
besn good.®

hed Cross personnsl glso saw the Genevs Convention as

- heving been a guidepost to Germen behsvior. The American

f{ Director or PW Rellef aald:

Feports which resch the Amerifean Red Cross from
many sources indicate thet the lermans are pd-
hering to the Geneva Convention...?

4. General 4,L, Lerch, "The Army Reports on Prisonsrs

7{'0f har," dmericun Msreury, IX (May 1945), 53S.

(August 1944),

&, Horgen, op. cit., p. xil.

€. Reprint of Kriegie Times in PYW Bulletin, 1I, Yo. 8

7. EW Bulletin, I}, No. 3 (March 1944).
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Puring the lsst month of the war, the editor of the Prisonens

of fier Bulletin, G11 Redfern, posaibly referring to the

Cerman “eseorting" of relier supply trucks, bent over baglw
wards to comment: -

Kecent instances or Tlagrant vioclstions of the
Convention by Germeny have been reported in the
newspavers. These sre unfortunate and deplorable,
but, at the aame time, 1%t may be noted that the
German muthorities in gome Instances have cdone
more than was required of them undep the Convene
tilon 1in facilitating the delivery of relier Sup-
plies to prisoners in Germany,.S

4n International Red (Cross officlal, admitting that "ex¢en-
tions and violations" occurred, stated that on the wnole the
Convantion was observed,?

Operating on the assumption that Anglo-american pris-
oners were treated according to the Con#ention, one siudent
of the situation has g-ven the argument g negative twist:

A2 a part of their dlaboliecal shrewdness the Naz?

¥1ll%ary authorities are "hedging™ agalnst the

future by treating certain American end British

prisoners of war satisfactorily snd then allowing

Jome to escape 30 they ecan report on the good

treatment they received. The treatment of Kueaton

prisoners of war 18 a truer indication of Naz1

mentality and gutlt,lO

Such statements, suggasting complete or particl observa-
tlon of the Convention, could be clted g3 Anfinitum, Theve

are, however, Just as many oppesite allegations vhich contend

8. kW Bulletin, 111, No. & (Ray 1948).

9 J.li.E. Duchosal, "The Revislion of the Genevs {one
ventions, " Political wuarterlv, XIX (January 184nY), 2owm4D,

10. Glueck, iwar Criminals, p, 27,




197

that the Germens lived up to heither the letter nor the
spirit of the Prisoner of War Code, MNerely saving that the
Convention was or was not observéd does not prove any noins.
Personal experiences of thg writer might even be critliclzed
a8 being unreliable, However, the body of evicdence ciitad in
support of this thesls, taken from a wide variety of sources,
absolutely denles that the Geneva Convention waz observes by
the Germans in their treatment of Amerloen prisoners of wmar,
aéementa to the contrarv are, In moat instances, "explained”
as salve for next-of-ltin wounds, Those riede efter V-1 Dav
are unfounded but also éan be ﬁexplained". Notvithstending
- whether they come from partisan or neutral sources, sitate-
ments to the effect that the Cermans observed the Convention
are indlcatlons that the German propagandae machine succesded
in its alm of c¢reating a scapegoet {the barberic Russisns) to
detract attention from the insvitable prosecutiocn of German
natlonals who had violsted international lew, In this econ-
nectlon 1t eppears that a strilking parallel between iorid
Vars I ond II will be recorded in history, Furtherwore, very
similar trestment was accorded imerican prinonerc in Cermany
during ¥%orld dar .1l 4% that time there was aleo o divided
authority vhich mede 1t aifficult to determine who exactly was

responslible for certain conditlions, Prisoners lived In over-

erowded guarters., They were shot vhile in the Stalags. Theyr

11, ¢f. smbassador Gerard!s sccount in Ly Eour Years
in Oermany (iew York: George H. Doren Co., 191:1, L. 1D0-87,
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hat]

suffored mental breakdowns. Food rations wore ofimilar. Work
detalls then offered a cheap mource of lobor (partienlarly
advantageous to the Junkars). Togs were usned vithﬁh ceomps
for patroling nprisoners, ZIZfforts wers made to raecrultt pris-
oners of war Into the Carman nrmy.lz- Apparaently the compari-
son ends there. Foxr while the United States rofrained from
Joining with co-belligerents of Yorld Var I in submiiting
nemes of former enemics they wanted teken to trisl, T.S.
paréicipation in post-iiorld Viar 11 orimes triasls constituted
e marked departure from precedsnt.
An apt sunmary of the position of this thesis was ofe
fered by the prosecuilon at the Kuremberg trisls:
émerlican prisoners, officers and men, ware murderad
in dormandy during the summer of 1944 and in the
Ardonnes 1In Cecember 1944. American prisoners weras
c83arvaed, borten, and othervise miztroacted Zn nurer-
ous Stalags in Germany end in the occupled couniries,
particulerly in 1943, 1944, end 1045, 49
i3 ia more Iin keeping with the evidenco herein presented.
Virtuully no aspect of prisoner treatment included in thle
8tudy shows 1t to have besn iIn complete agresement witih the
Ganeva reéﬁlations. “hen neutral soﬁrcea reveal tventy
seven Instances of mistrestmoent bf merlcen prlsoners of var
at one camp, 1t is Impososible to belleve that this is merely

an exception to the rule,l%

Jra—

12. Cf. sanpendix ¥ for reproduction of '"recruiting”
leaflet distributed to !(nglo-:imericen prisonnrs,

135, International villtery Tribunal, Tris! of the
Malor Lar Criminels {(Luremberg, 1947) I, SB~bc.

14. Telegram 4295 from Bern to secretary of state,’
dated Avuyust 4, 1P44.
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3. Hesponsibllition
The Nuremberg trisls ndmittedly offer o los0d mouns of
assessih& rocponsibllity for inirsctions of Stho Uoneve {on-

veation, LShe legal point of viev of an internatlions? tri-

bunul, however, may bs and has beon eritlez~d. in order ¢o
thoroushly evaluste thelr wori, crliles should have troining

in law which would snable them to be fually coaversaent with

»

the legel codes in cuesntion., Paw reapls are endowod wivh

this mowledgze. “hus, while informntion Garived frow the
triale 1s cited, it 23 not to bae conzidered mn oxclua’ve
Tardeticlr for mosguring zullt or complicitr.

ﬁes;onaibiiﬁtr cun gonerslly be categorized wndar tro
rubrles, Individusl nnd collective, but io dintinouv!an bo-
trecn them ls a precarious assiznment. Individual Ilobiitse,
more eually understood and demonstrated, hua as o eonuapd
fer outstripored collective responaibllity,  Yet, theorcile
Celly, u 32)d%ex 13 not responsible for currring out the
orders of his coumender or his government., Hather, ihod
Commander or thet povornment becorioe refvonstible, ~0) Hf this
interpretetion, hovaver, the entire German Arv couwlic hrve
been clenred of ull complielty. Lhe cuasiton further srfaen
o3 to how u govermment or any pdministrative Loy cin be pun-
izhied by means other thun vundsheent of the Lndividu ls counpise-

R Y . ) R [ " N . ™ [,
ing it. iz g motter of feet, the Murorberg $r71.%s ore

Larfove, asr Despriwent Locument 467 {hoshingoon:
e et ——

16, Cre smraorarh 335 of the ANericen ular af anAd
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conducted on the premise that international law aphnlios to
ell peoples., Individuals vho executed acts of state clenrly
in violation or internutional or crininal law, notwithatahd-
iy the fact thot they were "carrying out orders’, ware held
to be lieble to trial gnd runisktment by couris repressating
the injured perty or parties. In this monner the 1iznlts of
that universsl custonr, reiflcation, vere resched., 43 fres
qucntly‘as internaéionul law 1s deseribed as the lsv of na-
tions, a final analyeis indicates that & "nztion® 1g no mors
than the sum totgl of the inhsbitants or that state; the
Cerzman Xazi rurty We8 no more than the combined erforts of
lts adherents. It wus 8oMe of those inhabitants png some of
thioze adnerents who were responsible for violstions of the
CGeneva (onventlon. Ihose who have an inclinztion to relfy
Esy #tabte that the CGerman Hdatlon or thas jazi rarty can bas
blumed,

vhich individuels wewae responsidle? Although the come
rlete 1iat will never be drawn up, we do not fiave an unsoived
¢riae on our hunda, Hemey, 1f not concrets clues, ure to be
found in tue evidencs vontelined in the preecedin, c¢harters,
Vermen netionsls of varylog renks and gtaturee enter the
Flebure, “they ure connected in divergant Warse  Ihus, Viile
sielp: Xafney, g rollcemen In the town of Liripenselboid, in

Lecewuber 1L44 shot &na killied p Cefenseless .morlcon Trige-

oner of wear, technics) Sergesnt Uontld Leln (not wder any
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aentence); thrﬁugh the instigation of his police chief, one
Alfred Bury.ls Bury,itypically blﬁming orders from above,
implicated his Lendrat, Johann Loser who had ordersd that
every snemy flier who landed 1nltheir territory was to be
ghot. The Landrat's order, in turn, was entirely In kesping
with the directlve given to the German Army that Amerlcan air-
men were to be traatgd 88 oriminegls, ihat thsy vere not to be
protested sgalnst 1ynch1ngs:by the German people,l? (Continue
Ing with "House=thateJack-buiit" relatlonships, we may implie
cate the German Foreizn Office., 4 letter by sambasszador
Ritter (approv;d by von ﬁibbentrop],offering legal sdvice on
this metter,virtually indorsed the directive by saying that
in cases of lynchings

+estho Goerman authorities ars not Girectly respon-

sible, since death had occurred, before a German

official becams concerned with the case.
and in answer to an OKW query,

The Foraign Orfice cannot recommand on this occa-

8ion [italics mine] a formal repudistion of ire

Priscner of War Ireaty,

Hlgh runeing officiels, in some instances deprived of

16. 1NCA, Supplement a, Pp. 424-25, Document 2931-PsS,
i7. NCa, I, 154. Document R~118,

18, NCaA, III, 528-28, Document 728~P3., The implica-
tlon appeaTrs to be thal other conditions or anothsr oeccasion
night well warrant repudiation. Admiral Canarls who, it 1=
ulleged, Iinvariably objected to orders that contravened the
Geneva Convention, si1gnificantly met his death for his role
in the July 1944 sasnssination attempt on Hitlerts 1irfe.

See affadavit of Leopold Buerkner, NCA, VIII, 647,
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Pluming someone above themselves, pointed obtuselv, Excerpts

from the testimony of General Adolf Westhoff st the Nuremberg
trial offer an example: '

Repeatedly during conferences in the Ministry, when
somebody would say that we didn't have to bother
about the Geneva Conventlon, I would get up and I
would say, "Gentlemen, the Geneva Convention haa
been signed by the Fuehrer (sic.], and we ore there-
fore a party te it. 1In my opinion, until I get
specific orders from the Fuehrer that the Geneva
Convention can be disregerded, it is therefors ny
duty to abide by the rules asnd act so that the
*Tulss of the Geneva Convention will be observed,"

8aying that his Service Department of the POW Information

Bureau therefore disregarded the Geneva Convention only upon
specific orders from above, he added

++.L0 try and oppose the Gestapo vaa qulte an impos-
8lble task for the Chlef of the Service Department
for Prisoner of W“ar Affalrs. The Gestapo was mueh
too powerful a body for that, and we were much too
small. I knew that it wes Passe’s [presumably Eans
Posss, one time Secretary of State In the Departmont
of Economy] opinion that the Genevs Convention was
uerely a plece of papar, iust as ¥ou masgt »azlizs,
centlezen, that the oprosition to the CQenews Con-
ventlon was entirely caused by the Parts, If sver
there were difficultlies in connection with breaches
of the CGeneva Convention into which we made investi-
gatlons, then these difficulties were due ko these
Farty developments.

As the spotlight shifts to Nazi Party activities we see
l"' Zen lige Martin Sormann and deputy Helmut Friedrichs more
| ¢learly. Boraann, constantly worried that the Geneva Cone

vYentlon did not provids adequate punishment for prizoners,

directed Gauleiters to report a1 instances in which Pia

Were troated too leniently. Following, he ordersd that®

——

i9. liCa, Supplement 3, Po. 1644-45,
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Kreisleiter keep in touch with FV Comp Commendents to assist

in the assignment of W labor. 4ny recalcitrance by prise
oners, he said, could be copsd with by corporal runicshmant
or the use of firearma. In an act of crowning glory he
slgned the decree transferring jurisdiction over prisoners
of wur from the OKW to Himmler and the 385,70

These, then, were the men and the organizstions who made
- mock of the 1029 Con;ention.' They were not confined to one
¢lass or group. They could be found anywhere in Germany.
Glven half the chance, they would blindly follor the ciree-
tions of thelr leaders. 4and when thelr deeds caught up with
them, it vwas those lesdera whom they blamed. |

C. ture Prospects

Kecognlzing thﬁt the essentianl provisions of the Iris-
oner of war Code were too often ignoredf(reSpected in an in-
adequute manner, or violated, what'improvements can be
brought sbout? Obviously Improving Internationel relations
to the point where wer could not exist would answer sll our
problems. Idealistic sugpestlions however,will never satisfy
the needs of practical realists who as early as Fabrucry 1945
responded to a memorandum of fhe International ked (roes eall-

ing for the revision of the Ceneve Convention o meet changed

20, Triel of the Illitary har Criminals, I, 340, tLaste
Ing trioute will possibly bDe pald to him in medics) circles
by referring to eruelty psrchoses such as sgdianm and sexusnl
perversion as "d'Himmlorisme" savs Cherles iilehet 3n "ia
Léddeline au Begne", La Prosse pédécale, LI1I (fuly 24, 194
389"90.

L)

).
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1

conditlons., Their dellberations have as yet not been trans=

lated into a new convention. ‘It 13 unlikely that sny redi=-
cal changes will be made in the concept underlying the new
code,

From one viewﬁoint 1t might be eald that this type.of
Internstlonal legisletlion has the effect of putting makeup
on the face of war to mske it eppear more atiractive. 1In a
sense 1% 19 comperaeble to the outlaving of dumedum buliets,
" A person assuming thils viewpoint might ask what benefits this
"prettying up"” process can yleld. in answer can be given,
but with difficulty. The gist of the explenation lies in
differentlsting humenitarian ideals from all others. Thus,
a revised Conventlon might mek¥e war "unfavorable" in a hu-
mgnitarian way. To illustrate this spporent contradiction,
a nunber of articles might be mmended or added which would
eradlcate all prisoner work obligations. The Deteinin: Power,
by thils gesture, would be forced to spend more time, effort,
and money for the upkeep of thelr prisoners snd, perhaps,
would think twice before engaging in any conflict that would
place them in such a dilsedvantageous economic position,

The main weszkness of this propossl lies in that a belli-
gerent might seek an "out" that wes more to his ‘nterest

than becomlng responsible for g number of prisoners. In
foct, unCer revised regulutions he might be more %nelined
to do away with prisoners vho had no economic vaiue to him

than under the present convention which, 1t should be
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renembered, puts ﬁ greater emphaasls on prleoner rishis than
on prisonar dutles, the Quastion resalns, would any exten-
slon of cupltor dutles and oblisations push the Convention 4o
e point of dininishing returns? In vorld war I1I many nro-
vislons existed which.wsra not to Germuany's interests. Ate
Tewepts vere meds to circumvent those provisions., If rore of
tuly type unere gdded, we might expect more ettempts st con-
travention, |

Yat conventions of this sort ure not based on national
interssts alona. 1he ever~increasing "slleout™ churncter of
war huea made men reaslize thaet the future holds g chancs of
all mankind being wiped out. Ilun fs just egocentric enough,
hovever, to think the world would bo & worss place vithoub
him, 48 & result he hao tried, and will contlnue tr-ing, %o
formilate methods uheroby segments of munkingd will o aparcd
axtinctlion. is mentloned earlisr in the paper, prisoners,
actuelly a minority group, heve for hundreds of rexzrs b-en
offered asome meszure of protection. Ths Friscaer of var
(ode of the future will try to offer more protsciion., 1%
can 4o this by three methods, lrst, 1t c¢nn oxbend the privie
and

E ¥
-

logne of the lrotecting lower, JSecond, it ¢sn sxo

Let
“

¢larily provislons thut were open to disnute in the past.

£y

:nd third, 1t ¢an take into consideration Lioblarms ¢nused by

oy definition, thae Frotecting rover is "...u naviral

Jtate Lo which » bollligerent pover intruzts 4% <n*crorte 4n




206

the enemyts perritory...“?l It 18 to be distinguirhed from
the Internatlional Committes of the Red Cross, which %3 2leo
a neutral but which 13 invested with m more or less interna-
tlonal mandate rather then an sppointment by merely one neation.
Neutral Switzerlend represented the U.S. in World var IT. Tt
recelved help from the ICRC in the execution of its dutie=.

That assistance was restricted in that Germsn suthorities

limited the number of YCRC delegmtes in the country to eixteen,®?

It 18 to be noticed, however, that Article LXXXVI provides in-
spection rights for representatives of the Protecting Power
rather than for representatives of the ICRC. In practice,
Gelogates from both groups concducted camp-visits curlng %orld
Wwar IT and should be able to do so in the future.

There is= no resson to believe that the Protecting Power
procedure ﬁill be changed.. Swiss neutrellity is todsr no less
& principle of thelr forelgn policy than it res during Vorld
har I. At that time some ecombatants sco{fed al the century
©0la Swiss tradlition, but 1t has survived the acld test of
tvo Vorld VWars. Today, a3 in World %ar IT, it i1s en armed
neutrelity that eprears to be well adanted to survive the
era of power polltics and all-out war. Furthermore, belli-

-

gerents have had reasons to aprrecilate this pelleyv.23 yop

2], S;grget, Orl. Q&E., . 43.
€3, Edégar Ponjour, Swiss Neutrality, its I'latory nnd

Hegnlng, translated by Mery Hottinger (London: Allsn ang Une
--——.—...-..'-il [
win Lta,, 1946}, Chapter 15.
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example, 1t has eﬁabled them to acguirs oertain nroducts of
Swisa intustry (for whieh thev, in raturn, supnly raw mater-
l1alys and food), 1t has shortensd thsair batile lines, and 1%
has permltted the Intermment of sick and wounded prisoners of
war who are of no value to & war alffort. Jven Hitler, wvho
ghowed a miniwm of reapect for nationul soverelgnties, did
not ettempt to violats that neutrality. The Tearie of Na-
tlons in 1938 recogﬁizéd Switzerland's unique position and
granted 1t permlssion to abatain from partieipating in the
application of League sanctions.24 Thums Switzerlanc's
neutrality aprears to bs In no particuler jeopardy, A4As far
o2 the comling of the Atomic Era 1s concerned, 3wiss neutrallty
%111 be destroyed no soonsr than the populetions of the bel-
ligerenta.

Az long as 3wlsa neutrallty is maintained, it cen be
sxpected that the ICRC, a Swilss rather than sn Internsiionsl
commlittee as the name suggests, will survive., In tlms of war
they will probably continue to render comnranenalive renorts
of thelr camn visits andvcontinue in thelr role of raliel
soclaty. It 13 hoped that = revised convention would providas
for fewer 1imitations on their viaits.

I}Y. Proposzals

Premlaed on the yuestionable theovy that rrineirles of

clvilization deserve higher consideration then the mére wag=

ing of' war, I would suggest the following 2d31tions and

24, Ibid.’ P 113,
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revisions be Incorporsted Into the future Code.

1. The Code should state definitels ot v4olb momant
rrlsonership begins,

2« The Code should expressly deflne the statuz of nro-
tected personnel ragardin, capture. It should unconcitione
21ly state, for Instance, that Vedlcsl Corps sorsonnsl srae

not to be telsn Into custodry,

J. ilerchant Marlne persomnel should be recognized as
prisoners of war.

4, Repatrlation should be facllitatod by auvlhorizing
a greater nunder of lilxed edicanl Commissione., Internatlionnl
srganizutions such as the Intarnetlonel Red Croass or Lhe
world Lealth Organizstion could subsidizs incneciin. doglora.

5. Alr forcs personnel end paratroonerz should %o
<rented zpecilic capturs conditions. Ineo in the custods
of rescocnlzed suthorities thay, 1ilkte ofther militer: naraonnal,
are entltled to protection by wirtue of their U stutud.

-

Ge 1ha treaty should be brou ht un to date Topesdling
military develorments. LlLorzes {irtlele VI), for inatines,
serve g neglipgibls rola In wmodern warfure,

7o Qhe uvawzrranted use of solltary confinenizat, sartie
\

cularly o3 u prelude te Interrogsatlion, should be oablavad,

- - nm * 7 Y cmwn * o o™ am -y = .
fe Lorprorsl runishuont should Lo WNCIUIVOCRILY Dol

L4

E B . ; L. . Ly 4 .
bltods wlihiough tho curreab code does prohivit Curornl
runisliaent, Artlcle ALYI 3.3 In erfoet that 17 tua 00l0lams

o the Dotaining Toer can bo flogzed, 50 cen tho rrisonens
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of the Letaining Fover,

9. HReliglous discriminetion among prisonera should be
nroscribed,

10. Frisoners, mss a mark of respect, ghould be required
to 5ive only thelr own salute to deteining officors,

1l. <Zhackling should be expresely forbidden.

12, Men of Confldance shonld be granted a wider lati-
tude of freedom. They'could easlly be authorlzed, for in-
stance, to make canteen purchases in the nearest tovn,

15, work prohlbitions should be incressed. ‘Yerheps only
vork at agricultursl pursuits could be agreed upon. Certainly
such dutles as c¢lsuning up mine areas should be azdded to proe
hibltlons sguinst the manufacturing und traunsporiing of arms,

14, The Code should specify a minfmun amount of food,
expressed In terms of calorilc value, that prisonars rhould
recelve. uallty could match that of depdt troops,

15. Ghe disseminaetion of propaganda by the Zetaining
Power among PWs should be prohibilted.

16, kall forms of a leus cold, lmpersonal churacter
should be estublished. & letter & day each ver, to cnd from
tiie prisoner, should Le alloﬁed. velivery could Us sreeded
up by the subsidization of a neutral mail dellvery s;:iem.

17. A permsnent comulttes reprssenting encmy povaersa
should be estadliched in a neutruxd country to exvelite mat-
ters relating to prisoners of war guch af the delivery af

rellef supplies,
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18, Provision should be msde for at least one hot
shoner per wesk for all PWa,

19, Hedicnl attention should be made availoble to 211
prisoners, wherever they are detained and abt 21l timesa, day
and night, I

2C. Condltions relating to the trensfer and %Lransport
of prisoners should be designed especlally to protect them
Vi ﬁie they are travellng aboard ships and tralns.

£1. lonthly visits %0 £ll camps by both the Frotecting
Power and the ICRC should be authorized. 1In addiltion, such
eznergency vislts as night seem necegsarr to them should be
“ailowed,

Ihe lncorporation and observation of such resnlutions,
I belleve, would make for mueh less post-var emulty bibtween

countrles which hué Deen at var vith onc anobtper. It chould

s

be Intereating to match these suggestlons wlth modification

walech will appear in the comlng Prisoner of var Convention.




Numerical
desianation

IX 4
i1 B

i E.
IITI 4o
III B

111 C
iV a

v B
IV ¢
IV D
IV D/2
IV F

.V A

VB
V¢

VI C
VI G
Vil a
Vil B
VIII &
VIiII B

211

Stalag Locatlons

Locatlon, proximate to

Neubrandendurg, Heoklenberg
Hormerstein, Pomerenia -

99 work camps in viclnlty of Xoslin and
Stolp,

Schwerin,-Mecklenberg

JLuckenwalds, Brandenburg

Flrstendburg, Brandenbur
also Xommandos (U.3.4.) #l=5,

ltdrewite, Brandenburg

Hohnsteln, Saxony
15 work ecamps neasr Dresden

lithlberg, Saxony

Wistritz, Czechoslovakis
Torgau, Saxony

Annaburg, Saxony
Hertmasnnadorf, Sarxony
Tudwlgsburg, Yarttemberg
Villingen, Bsden
Offenburg, Bavaria
Osnabrick, Bavaris

Bonn, Rhinelsnd
Moosburg, Baveria
Kewningen, Baveris
Corlitz, Silesia

Teachen, Poland




Viiz ¢
IX B
IX¢

S93

nork Camp 21
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Segan, Siles’a

Sad Ord, Lessen=-Namoau
3ad Sulza, Thuringla
Bremervords, Sanover
Elenburg, liestphalia
Lltongrabow, Saxony
Fallingbostel, Ranovep
iimburg; Hegsen-Nasean
aldbreltaback, Bavarla
Freinechéin, Bovarig
elden, Baveria
Larmelbury, Bavaria
Rarnbery Langwasser, Bavaria
Kaisersteinbruch, Auatrlin
Cnelxendors, Anstrls

wolfsvers, Austria

| Harikt Pongauw, justria

Iorun (Thorn), Poland
dariendburg, East Prussia
Pogen, Poland

Lomsdorf, 3ilesia
Koperanikus, Poland
Hohenfels, Buvaria
Pupning, Austria

Eleclinmmer, cilesia
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marine'Camp end Ofleg Locatlions

Hllag-Karlag

v ¢

VIl B _
VILI F {0flag 74)
IX a/H

IX &/2

XB-

X111 B

X111 ¢

XXI B {64)

IIX
Iv
VI
VI
Dulag Iuft

Iv a
v g
VB

Vic
Vi ¢
VI g

Termatedt, Hannover
Colditz, Saxony

Elehntntt, Baovuris
Brauvnsehwely, Brunawlck
Spangenburg, Hessen«Nassau
Rotenburg, Hessen-Nesseu

Klenburg, #eatphalls

‘Hemmelburg, Bavaria

Ebelesbach, Bavaria
wvhurgund, Polond
Iult Camp Locations
Barth, Pomsrania
Jagan, Silesia
Grosstychow, FPomerenin
lieydekrug, East Pruassia
Banltanw, Silesia
Vietzlar, Nasaau
Lazarott Locatlons
Elsterhorst, Sexony
Lelpzlg, Saxony
fotionuinster, Vurttemberg
Lin:ien, Honover
Gerreshelr, Rhinelpond

Dusseldors, hhineland




VII 4
IX B

IX C (a)
IX C (b)
IX C (e¢)
A &

X B
XII1L D

arine lagarett
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Freisihg, Bavaria

Bad Soden, Hessen-~Nassan
Obermaassfeld, Thuringla
kelningen, Thuringla
Hildburghausen, Thuringia
Schleswiy, SchleswigeHolsteln
Sandbostel, Hanover
Nﬁrnbarg‘Langwasser, Bavarig

Cuwxhaven, Hanover

Luftwaffen lazarett Wismer, Mecklenberg
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