on March 1S8th, we werc sent to Meydexrup by traln srriving there

or. Yarch 20th. The Gerrans toox us into the corpound of Stales
tuft VY and aselgned us berrecke. Yere I met many of my friends
from beek tn the Stetes. The fellows in this cunp were 2ll bul
gtarving. Theee ren were very wesk and in order to meke ther
gneeer roll cill the Cerranas sont vicious dogs Into the bLarrachs.
They soon sterted to feed us betlter und thinzs went well for wwhile.

Steff Spt. John Welker and another yrisonsr were killed while
atterptin; to escepe on April 20. These men died cdue Lo & traftor
{n the Security Councll who plénneg these sserLyom. The traltor was
not caught so further escires were imposeiblec at this cemp.

On Yay 29, 1244, u fellow prisonor sturtcd for the wesh house
ghout Tive of =7x. FL1f #=uy he waz ghol Lrzo Lhe slde by & Serrman
guerd who clalmed he was Srying to cscere as he was [ive minutes

’

eerly in coming out of Lhe burracks.

About July 1 we hearé fyew N.2.0. rerorts arugrled fntn carp that

tho Ruasiung vere within twenty-Tlve miles of us. From then on t1l1
we vere roved evaryone imuzinec they heurd Russian puns., Om July
14th the Serruns ordered 2& te pack for & trip. At 3 ..M. on the
16th, we started out of cwrn "ut were recallei becuuse trinesrortation
war nol cvailatle. L% 4 1.V, we wore Informed of our leavine sand
elmo warnod areinet dumasin: any of the bulliin;s whateoever. If

“>

any weare, every toenih man would de tiken out and shot.

They marched ue to thre statlon o Toslekrup where fifty men were
Faczed Into & hox eer and the cars locked and soeled with no
ventilettion., Lt 6 &.Y. on the 16LY, we arrlved st Vereal, & were
sont here as there wes no other escape fronm Hast Frussia exceyt

from this port. Twe thousand men were crowdeld sboand en oer Lout
and &11 ocur belongings were thrown in the holda. Then one ’
theusand men were jat in ecek held whore there was herdly room for
five hundred. Thie trlp took seventy houreg during which some men
stoog, others s&%, und atlill ctrers lafd. e had no water or relicf
wll thlis time, and 11ttle eir as tho hold was covered wilh & cuouvasc.
Il water wes bepgred for, It was taeken fror the lorih Sea gnd thrown
an ns. Man were nuusested, falnited, and weny lost trair minds.

Gne prlscner, by the neme of Getsy, trfed to esecepe Ly recing pest
the guards &né jumping overboard, Shols were [fired which cngod his
1ife.

Vhen we arrived st Stettin, they bosrded us on treina to be teken
to Klefhiede. e receivesd no food but used what we wlresdy hsd

to tribe the suurds for webter. %Ye made Flefhlede July 19th at

€ A.M. end were lined up in marching formation to gc to camp three
2ilometers eway. Instead of marehing, they fereed us Lo run &t
bavonet point the whole distance. One ran had sixty-three beyonet
wounda. Many were deliberctely triyjed Ly Serman gjuurds snd then
bayonetted. DUogs were lel loose upon others, anothor escuse %o
stad the men. Fven the guards passed out elong the road as well as
our own, Those that did received no better trestment., One puard
wes shot for refusing to bayonet &« priscner.



Je had eccess to £l1) lezoers In the cump. This wes the firat time we
had such & privilece.

Neins the officera were here ¢ith us, they Look cover the running of
the cenlisted =ente lurmers on well as thelr owne In &ll other cumps
there were no Avericun officers, so the enlisted mcn were left to ™in
the carp 'n & derocretie ayater. Aias we were now under the officerc’
r:le. all food, cloiher, and eguipment wae firzt passcd cut to thew
end the enl’ezied mern =ot whuat waa left., The Cermane would eseipn
wegons of feod and ookl to the enltstaed men's lesers und the officers
would ghort stop them taklinr what they wenlad &nd sending the rest on.

4t epproxirctely this time 1t hed kLeren shout sir months since my lost
buth, The =ani<ery conditions In ull cther cerpr were lxirly rood,
This eary proved to te ahoub the worst., The fleofs end liee woro
chundant eausing niay sleerless nislils and tyshus was prevolent., e
YNed no wey shateoever of ecombating these menuces and diseuses.

There ween't o »en In Lhe carmp whio sectpea dysentary. “e want tvo
end & half weske without fooC and the doctors catlimates that 1f we
hai to go wnother few days <here worlan't be meny rmen left in the
cLmy. e were seved by three smarican Fed Crose trucke lowded with
yareels of foog, This Zwuve us encugh for tun or Lhrec wocks.

tn Cusber doy the frericin offfcers told us o ret reedy for a ~arch
kg the smerleoyn forces wore nearinz. On .prll 4 me wers given g Fed
frosz mercel snd wore told to pack. . Cupr destinullon wes not glivon
hut we G1é kmow 1t was soutbh. Abpal Lhree r'les fror- the ecer)p ub &
toun named Teuctht, two F=47'z dived [ror the cloude wn? dropred &

bord &n & reilrc:d yar< glong the line of cur murch, 2i1lins several
Pritish prisonera und tuwo Arerliecsne. Feucht, Oclenbruck, [fefferhutte
ené Yolling were the towns we passed thru the first day. On Ayril
re we pulled out of the town cof Folling, & lerge refd of american
bormbvers and fightora hit Nurnberg flaitening the eamp we had Jost

left the dey before. fe sere Torcad %o sty on the outalkirta of
Folling untél tho raic was over as our oen fighters would heve strafed
ve If rarching. That afterncon at Xeararket we xere given our flirst
“erron food since se left car. Thia wes nothing but & thin Serran
stow,

Thet night se slept In & woods with the rein deating down on us &a

we had no cover. On .rril 6 at 4:30 6.r. we were ordered to march
through the rain. 4s 1 ksd caught cold in =y eide, I left rosi of
ry equipment and food hehind In the woods. ¢ marched wa we pleased
becsuse 1t was too cark for the Gerrmsns to eve us. Thore was not
rore thun three imericen priscners in onc place e & time and here we
lost & good half of our men who turned back to try and rasch A-erican

lines.

we pazged thru Yulhausen, Ernesdorf and Serchins. Fere we were met
by the Aed Cross trucks with nglish Fed Croas parcela. (e then
went thru Flankatetter, Bellinpries, Faulsschafen. At all these
towns where we stopped for the night, we were bedded in tarns.



-

it Faulsechafen we recelv d more Gerran stew. .is we reazed Lhose
irens we tradod fmesfcan ciparettee, toothbrugher snd sosp for

tresd, a-28 cr &ny other fondatuffe e conld buy {rom the Germana.

we went t'rn A-tmanndor?, rondorfl, Scharhsupten, sundersdor!,
vindelatotbtern, Forcheim, ¥Yerching, Neusludt where we erossed the
nanube, ¥:hlhaaesn and Stepenbry where we ot apother Hritiah Red
Crose Dercel. The next town Umelsburs, we anttled down for the nizht.
™he follow!rnz doy Lzril ¢, we went thra Irsch, Schwlendelk, Yintlalver
snd Flefferhousen. Hers we heurd ehout Iresident foozevelt's depth
and sllowed to blow tare. Zven the Gerrane reroved their hais.

Ir Yalyhsusen we stopped for the night. The S.S. troops chuged us
into our shelters. covs ren were shot, onthars juet stripyed of
velonin~s end atill others besten. .e steyead horod for three caysa
ar we wore corins cloze Lo oar déstinatlon end there wes ne room &t
the camp yet.

On tre 15th we started acelin psessing *“rm CObessusgbucic, Oterrunchen
end naweladorf, where we were belded dowrn mtil Lpril 16th. Thaer
ve roved Inia veooseburs. Terrany ant 3twmluver TA.

LL Yonseturg we lived fn tente which were nul into & hollow. Lvery
tiwe 1t ralned the witer would 1171 the hellow fetting ue «et &nd
slso wett'np everyihing in the tents ihro and thyy &3 we clert on
the ;round.

Ters the only »ater we 20% wus thet hoourht euweh dry Inte the laver
'noa SO0 gallen waron. e had enough fooi gxrvert Lhore was no ey

of cockiur ft. On Ayril 20 the Corrwsndant told aur Jmerics: offlcers
that the arericen Torces would de there in e few dare. e galied thelr
rerrission to evacuste all Oerran gitrds and equirment., Our offfcers
refusad the verrission to remove the egulprment but grented the removal
of ull Sarmsna except & skaleton crew of gusrde to protect us erainat

e'vilicn atbacks.

Approxirmetely cleven o'clock of April 30 the Ilirst Lmarican tunks
wis soen &nd at 12:45 the Armeriecun flag wos ralsed over Yooseburg
and we waro liberated.

Gn ¥ay 8th we vere evuacuatsd by planf to Reins, Frunce where we hed
our “irst American recl which was nothing extra specicl to a reFpuler
G.1. but wa= 8 Teust for kinpges to us. Ve were then sent to camp
Lucky Strike &nd were given new elothlinz and our records brought up
to dute,

On tha third of June, we left for the ™. £, srriving on June 12th.
Tune 14th T receivesd a sixty dey Turloagh ané on Aurust 15th reyorted
to astlantle City, Here T re: once rore ry EKrlage partner Curly
Frencht, who shared all ry &’iventures as & yrisoner.

On tha 26th, I was sent to Dover, Ueleware where I was assligned for
tomporary duty to have &ll my records straightened prior to diecharge.

O0n Oct. 26th T was sent to Vitehell Field, L. I. and on Oct. 26th,
woe dischurged. This was exsctly three yeurs to the dey T enlieted.



